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The Historical Fictional Imagination in the Novel Al-Taber by
Ibrahim Al-Koni

ABSTRACT:

Novelist art is considered one of the most important literary arts which contributed significantly to
revealing many life issues, as the cosmic novelist in his novel (Al-Tiber) tried to penetrate into the depths
of the desert environment, in general and the Tuareg in particular. In this research, we have touched on some
historical references from which the novelist drew his sources, so he resorted to employing margins from
time to time, and through his narrative imagination. He was also able to penetrate into the depths of the
desert environment, so the place had an impact on human life in the desert, as it represents the historical
depth that affects the lives of the characters and human life as a whole, and means the Tuareg tribes, their
lineage, their language and their whereabouts as well. All this is a form of narration and imaginary
documentation, and one of the historical references that came within the narrative is scattered news that the
novelist gave and by retrieving and remembering the period of struggle and jihad against the Italian invasion
from the desert to Hamada, Kufra, and Jabal al-Akhdar. Not only that, but also monitoring the movements
of people in the desert, their directions and movements through commercial caravans that extend from
Africa to Ghadames, and we have learned from historical sources that confirm the movement and passage
of convoys and the trade of caravans between regions in the desert. The novel contained several issues, the
most important of which are: migration and displacement from one region to another for several reasons,
including: attraction. The other issue is famine, which indicates the harshness and difficulty of living, and
because of the hunger in that period, we glimpse in the narrative his employment of historical symbols and
references represented in the excavated monuments, and thus the cosmic novelist was able to narrate to the
reader the events and the world of the desert in all its details.

Keywords: the fictional imagination- (Al-Tiber) novel -Ebraheem Alkouny
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