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Diversity of Birds in Bani Walid Valley and the first record of
the Indian Silverbill (Euodice malabarica Linnaeus, 1785) in Libya

Abdulnasser EISAY  Khaled ETAYEB!2

This study was conducted on birds in Bani Walid Valley (northwestern Libya)
during the period from March 2021 to February 2022, aimed to identifying and
counting bird species and their abundance. Point Count was used to census the
birds. The results of the study showed that BaniWalid Valley is characterized by a
good diversity of birds, with a total 0f2,612 individuals from 60 species belonging
to 45 genera, 28 families, and 11 orders being recorded.These included 16 resident
and 44 migratory species. During this study,the Indian Silverbill (Euodicemala
barica) was recordedfor the first time in Libya. According to the IUCN red List,two
endangered species, the Turtle Dove (Streptopeliaturtur) and the Shouthern Grey
Shrike(Laniusmeridionalis),were recorded during this study. The study showed that
the peaks of species diversityand abundance were in spring season (43 and 1801,
respectively).There were also significant differences between the numbers of
species and individuals among the seasons of the study period. However,
agricultural reclamation, land degradation, wooding, overgrazing, fire and hunting
are significantly threaten and affecting the area in general and the birds in
particular.
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Hirundinidae Hirundo Hirundorustica Barn swallow 5.16 MB
Delichon Delichonurbicum Common house martin 1.99 PM
Emberizidae Emberiza Emberizasahari House bunting 3.25 RB
. Petronia Petroniapetronia Common rock sparrow 0.07 PM
Passeridae - . . -
Passer Passer hispaniolensis Spanish sparrow 34.9 RB
Bucanetes Bucanetesgithagineus Trumpeter finch 3.13 MB
Fringillidae Serinus Serinusserinus European serin 1.91 R-WV
Carduelis Cardueliscarduelis European goldfinch 0.03 WV
Sturnidae Sturnus Sturnus vulgaris Common starling 3.06 WV
Oriolidae Oriolus Oriolusoriolus Eurasian golden oriole 0.03 PM
Corvidae Corvus Corvuscorax Common raven 0.11 PM
Leiothrichidae Turdoides Turdoidestulva Fulvous babbler 3.25 RB
Laniidac Lanius La'nius senator_ ‘Woodchat shrikg 0.49 MB
Passeriformes Lanzusmerzdzonalzic Southern grey shrike 1.91 RB
Phylloscopida Phylloscopus Phylloscopuscollybita Common chiffchaff 1.14 \VAY
Phylloscopustrochilus Willow warbler 0.19 PM
Acrocephalidae Iduna Iduna pallida Eastern olivaceous warbler 0.65 PM
Acrocephalus Acrocephalusscirpaceus European reed warbler 0.03 PM
Cisticolidae Cisticola Cisticolajuncidis Zittingcisticola 0.26 PM
Sylvia melanocephala Sardinian warbler 0.22 WV
Svlviidae Svlvia Sylvia communis Common whitethroat 0.03 PM
Y Y Sylvia hortensis Western orphean warbler 0.07 PM
Sylvia borin Garden warbler 0.07 PM
Motacilla Motacillaflava Yellow wagtail 0.03 PM
- Motacilla alba White wagtail 0.72 WV
Motacillidae - —
Anthus Anthuspratensis Meadow pipit 0.30 WV
Anthustrivialis Tree pipit 0.30 PM
Estrildidae Euodice Euodicemalabarica Indian silverbill 1.56 PM
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Saxicola Saxicolaruberta ‘Whinchat 2.25 PM

Saxicolatorquatus Common stonechat 0.57 WV

Oenantheleucopyga White-crowned wheatear 0.45 RB

Oenanthe Oenantheleucura Black wheatear 0.76 RB

Oenantheoenanthe Northern wheatear 0.07 PM

L . Ficedulahypoleuca European pied flycatcher 0.03 PM

Muscicapidac Ficedula Hcedu]a;;}ljicollis Cgllarez ﬂyca}t/cher 0.15 PM

Passeriformes Muscicapa Muscicapa striata Spotted flycatcher 6.24 PM

Cercotrichas Cercotrichasgalactotes Rufous-Tailed scrub robin 2.10 MB

Phoenicurus Phoenicurusphoenicurus Common redstart 0.15 PM

Phoenicurusochruros Black redstart 0.15 WV

Erithacus Erithacusrubecula European robin 0.22 WV

Alaudidae Ammomanes Ammomanesdeserti Desert lark 0.22 PM

Galerida Galeridacristata Crested lark 0.41 RB
Turdidae Turdus Turdusmerula Common black bird 0.49 WV-RB

Coraciiformes Meropidae Merops Meropsapiaster European bee eater 2.48 WV
Bucerotiformes Upupidae Upupa Upupaepops Eurasian hoopoe 0.88 RB- WV

Apodiformes Apodidae Apus Apus apus Common swift 0.49 PM

Strigiformes Strigidae Athene Athene noctua Little owl 0.15 RB
Falconiformes Falconidae Falco Falco tinnunculus Common kestrel 0.34 RB-WV

Accipitriformes Accipitridae Buteo Buteorufinus Long-legged buzzard 0.11 WV

Streptopelia senegalensis Laughing dove 4.82 RB

Columbiformes Columbidae Streptopelia Streptopeliadecaocto Eurasian collared dove 0.65 R

Streptopeliaturtur European turtle dove 3.17 RB-WV

Tringa Tringaerythropus spotted redshank 0.07 WV

. . Tringaochropus Green sandpiper 0.03 WV

Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Gallinago Ga]]zhigoga]]ziago Common sPr)nl:I)ae 0.07 WV

Actitis Actitishypoleucos Common sandpiper 0.15 WV

Ardea Ardeacinerea Grey heron 0.07 WV

Pelecaniformes Ardeidae Egretta Egrettagarzetta Little egret 0.42 WV

Bubulcus Bubulcus ibis Cattle egret 5.13 WV

Galliformes Phasianidae Alectoris Alectorisbarbara Barbary partridge 0.42 R

= resident species, RB= resident breeder species, MB= migrant breeder species,
PM= passage migrant species, WV= winter visitor species

Libyan Journal of Ecological & Environmental Sciences and Technology...........ccouveeeees weiiieeeiiiiiee e, Jipy reeeeeeenne

-69




