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The aim of this study is to clarify the relationship between the consolidation
of human rights in society, and political and societal stability. Political stability is the
commitment of the ruling authority to a country’s laws, legislation and adherence to
the constitution. This commitment leads to narrowing the gap between the ruler and
the ruled, and would lead to social stability, solidarity, integration and community

harmony.

There are many factors that contribute to political and social stability. One
such factor, is upholding the principle of human rights, which plays an important role
in political stability, political reform and societal solidarity. Upholding principle of
human rights also allows the flourishing of values and principles, such as justice,
equality, freedom, solidarity, teamwork, political participation and other principles.
The principle of human rights also acts as a check on the ruling authority, especially

when it is bound by conventions, and international organizations.

Many Arab societies, and this study will focus specifically on Libya, lack a
state that is political and societally stable. Although outwardly and formally, the
country seems stable, however, despite appearances, Libya is in a state of political
and social instability. This is due the weakness of the state institution, which in turn
is due to the failure of civil society institutions, especially those concerned with
human rights. The absence of a functioning and robust institution, renders the state
open to being manipulated, and utilized as the ‘personal property’ of the ruling

authority.

There is also a lack of awareness from a large segment of society of their
rights and duties, due to the lack of merit this concept has within society. This has
meant that many individuals are not aware of their rights nor do they claim them

when they are made aware of their violation. This has meant that those in positions
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of authority have grown more powerful as they believe there is no repercussion for
infringing on the rights of their citizens. In the long run, this leads to a social rift, as
the state weakens or collapses in the absence of a culture of tolerance, human
rights and societal solidarity — which should be instilled by civil institutions. However
social, political and cultural issues emerge as a reaction due to oppression and
injustice and when societal rights are taken by force away from the authorities, the

causes the division of the state.
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