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4.24 29 4.34 9
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Abstract

Detection of Ochratoxin-A is the aim of this study. 80 samples of the cows’ feed
(40 fattening and 40 milch) were randomly gathered from some factories and markets that
sell cows’ feed in Libya. The findings of estimating the concentration of the mycotoxin
(Ochratoxin A) using ELISA Technology of 40 samples of the fattening cows’ feed showed
that 36 samples were positive (representing 90%), with a concentration ranging from 2.87
to 9.71nanogram/gram. With average concentration 5.09 nanogram/gram for the positive
samples. Only 4 samples (10%) were free of Ochratoxin A when investigated
corresponding to 2.5 nanogram/gram. The results from the 40 milch cows’ feed showed that
35 samples were positive (87.5%) and with a concentration ranging from 3.29 to 9.65
nanogram/gram. with average of 5.70 nanogram/gram for the positive samples. Only 5
samples (12.5%) were free of mycotoxin (ochratoxin A) when investigated corresponding
to 2.5 nanogram/gram. The existence of the mycotoxin in the samples of the cow’s feed is
an evidence for its contamination with fungi producing poison. This is due to the pollution
of the row materials used in producing the cows’ feed. It might also be attributed to the bad
storage because this mycotoxin, according to the international agency of cancer research, is
considered a carcinogen for animals as well as humans.
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