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Research Title
Marriage customs between traditional and contemporary
A social study in the Azizia region

By: Rajaa Mesbhah Muhammad Al-Saghir
University of Tripoli 2019-2020
Under the supervision of: Dr. Omar Al Gaddafi Heiba

Research Summary

Social culture, including its heritage, popular beliefs; whether material or moral, such as
customs, traditions, norms and social values is the process that draws a clear picture of the
features, trends and backgrounds of any society, including the personality and identity of its
members, their psychological, emotional and behavioral status, and their social fabric with its
different types and components (class-tribe). However, technological progress and the
advancements it brought about in the means of communication and connection in social life in
general, and the structural and functional transformations in the infrastructure of the Libyan
society during the past decades have also contributed to making an important change in most of
the locally recognized cultural and social values and backgrounds, which were directing the
behavior of the individual and the group towards achieving the social goal.

In the field of family caring, a special branch of sociology has emerged to study the
conditions of the family, caring for and protecting it, and it has been named as family sociology.
This filed has its own theories and own tools used in studying the family in a scientific and
analytic way, in order to understand the family’s nature, the way it was created, its members and
the way with which these members interact with each other and the kind of relation between
them, as well as the different functions performed within the family. All of which is conducted
to find out the problems in order to preserve the family’s existence and ensure its stability.

This research focuses on highlighting the most important marriage customs between
traditional and contemporary in Al-Azizia region by conducting a social study. Method used; a
descriptive and analytical qualitative approach, due to its relevance to the nature of the research
topic, taking advantage of some library content and historical studies related to some aspects of
the topic and making use of the "historical method" by implementing observation together with
participation, interaction, and interviewing those who are more experienced in the field, as to
collect the data required by the research, this is due to the instability of the people of the region
and their displacement and migration several times, which resulted in us being unable to
perform the statistical study.

Family traditions and norms have witnessed a noticeable decline due to the current
transformations, due to the intervention of new cultural elements adopted by the new
generations as a result of modernity and technological development, which led to a change in
the traditions of creating a family in terms of the method of selection, engagement ceremonies,
the style of clothing, the way of celebration, the duration of the wedding, as well as the menu
offered to the guests and celebrations are now held in rented halls with extravagant prices.
There is also a new culture that influenced the way receptions are held, the gifts, the invitation
style, the use of firearms as a manifestation of joy, the rental of some gold and silver
accessories, conducting medical examination for those who are about to get married (the
newlyweds) and many more changes, including the change in the way ceremonies are organized
and the role that the family used to play; particularly after the outbreak of the Corona pandemic,
weddings and marriages became limited and restricted to members of the couple's family, in the
daytime and in open places. Masks and disinfectants are distributed, and most used tools
sterilized. In many cases, many marriages were postponed for fear of infection.
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