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Abstract:

This analytical field study focused on monitoring and analyzing
the mechanisms of media coverage of Libyan affairs by the two
international news agencies “Reuters” and “Agence France-Presse
AFP” during the period extending from October 12, 2017, until
October 12, 2018. The study sample included news published on
the websites of both agencies during that period, in addition to
surveying the opinions of communication practitioners at the
Libyan General Authority for Press.

The “industrial week” method was adopted to select the days
subject to analysis, bringing the total number of days whose
content was analyzed to 96 days, with the aim of identifying the
media methods used by the two agencies in presenting news
related to Libya and measuring the impact of this coverage on
local and international public opinion.

The results showed that both “Reuters” and “AFP” play a pivotal
role in shaping global public opinion towards the situation in
Libya, as their coverage focuses mainly on security and political
issues, while economic and social issues have limited presence.

It also appeared that the majority of the coverage takes the form
of breaking news and news reports, while the proportion of
investigative journalism is lower, which highlights a tendency to
focus on the negative aspect of events in Libya and contributes to
consolidating a negative image of the country in international
media. The intensive periodic coverage by these two agencies
contributed to reinforcing their dominance over the media agenda
related to Libyan affairs, which is reflected in the general
impressions among the international public.

On the other hand, the study revealed the presence of positive
aspects in Libya, such as the ongoing efforts to rebuild
infrastructure and improve humanitarian conditions despite all
circumstances. The study also confirmed the importance of
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involving the voices of Libyans themselves in media coverage,
especially since Libyan journalists expressed their concern about
coverage that often focuses on the negatives without highlighting
the hopes and aspirations of Libyans in building a better future.

The study also observed that communication practitioners in
Libyan journalistic institutions were very cooperative during the
study and showed a sincere desire to develop their skills and
benefit from professional training, reflecting a positive spirit and
their readiness to contribute to improving media performance in
Libya. Highlighting these positive aspects would contribute to
presenting a more balanced and realistic image of Libya and
enhancing the credibility of international media coverage.

The study also indicated that communication practitioners in
Libyan journalistic institutions face significant challenges in
accessing accurate news sources, as many of them rely on
following the websites of international agencies to obtain
information. However, the lack of technical capabilities and
official subscriptions to these agencies sometimes hinders them
from obtaining reliable and complete content, which pushes them
to make efforts and search for alternative ways to gather news and
verify it to ensure the provision of professional media content.

In conclusion, the study concluded that international media
coverage of Libyan affairs, especially by major news agencies
such as “Reuters” and “AFP,” has a profound impact on shaping
public opinion regarding Libyan issues and the attitudes of
communication practitioners and the public in general. The study
recommended the necessity of diversifying media sources and
supporting Libyan journalists to provide a comprehensive picture
of events to ensure balanced and fair coverage that also highlights
positive opportunities and contributes to reshaping international
perceptions about Libya.
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