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Abstract

This study examines applied models of the use of discourse analysis (DA) in media
studies. It uses linguistic methods to offer analysis to the use of linguistic items that
leaders and politicians use in their political speeches to influence the public opinion
through media during ongoing wars and events, which would usually direct readers’
opinion towards some issues that may serve the policies of those leaders and
politicians.

The study applies critical discourse analysis to identify these linguistic methods and
terms and their uses in media texts — mainly, the speech labelled (zero hour) by
Khalifa Haftar, “the Supreme Commander of Libyan Arab Armed Forces,” and the
response to this speech by Fayez Al-Sarraj, “the President of the Presidential Council”
that were aired in March 2020.

The study addresses some of the complications that usually accompany analysis in

DA, human studies in general and in media studies in particular. Perhaps, the most
prominent of these complications is the lack of specific definition to the concept of
discourse and its uses due to the diversity of methods and tools. This is because both
methods are applied differently in various contexts. This paper attempts to offer
clarifications to such applications of DA in political texts through media lenses. It
sheds light on a critical examination of linguistic methods and items through the
media. The study shows that leaders and politicians use linguistic items of
controversial historical and political connections in their political speeches to direct
the public opinion towards preferred objectives
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