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Abstract

The efforts of governments and international organizations are directed to activating the
participation of women in community development as an effective partner since the issue of
gender equality is still one of the challenges that stand against these efforts. And the most
challenging among all is the one regarding the prevailing culture and prejudiced social attitudes
and standards against women. There are still many efforts to make women a full and active
partner in economic, political and social development, and to be considered an essential factor
in sustainable human development as a producer and beneficiary, and improving their position
in a society that suffers from various and multiple crises affecting various aspects of social,
economic and political life.

Women'’s participation in development is still subject to social profiling of the role of women,
which reduces the chances of their effective participation in the movement of society. In the
studies that were carried out to find out the motivation for success among women, it was
concluded that women, as a result of cultural standards, cannot have the motive for any kind of
success, as women in Arab societies would, in general, would give up their desire to achieve
success and participation in the movement of society in response to the prevailing social and
cultural stereotypes about the role of women, although there are some fortunate women who
have gained this right.

Women, as well, may have some reluctance to participate out of fear of losing their right for
marriage and motherhood, which is socially legitimized by a number of socially acceptable
traits, is evident in those “personal traits that have developed as a result of the expectations of
traditional roles. As an example we find that women work in those jobs that are socially
acceptable, such as education, nursing and some jobs directly related to women. The women
themselves might be one of the reasons for all of this to happen since they have never been
convinced of their effective role in the movement of society, which resulted in a reluctance to
participate. This clearly confirms the need to develop an advanced cultural and educational
content to confront the discriminatory societal culture, as well as to create favorable working
conditions that enhance the active participation of women in the development of society, in
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which equality is achieved for all members of society, and guarantee their right to work that
brings them well-being and a decent living.
Keywords: The reality of women's participation  development  societal standards.
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