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ABSTRACT

This study deals with the sociology of news reporting that is produced on social media
platforms. It explores the sociolinguistic dynamic changes of social and political
discourse in Libya. The study collects data from social media platforms, specifically
Facebook. It uses a number of 21 news items occurred in August 2023 regarding the
political instability in Libya. The findings reveal that sociology of news reports on
social media have impacted the way people perceive news. They helped in changing the
sociolinguistic structure in Libya by exhibiting dynamic characteristics that adapt and
evolve in response to shifts and transformations within societal frameworks.

oaaldl

S5y sl Jolpl) late o bt ot ) )W) ol Uy Fkd Zulyoll e gyl
Laie o OBl a2 @5 el Gl @ eebedly Flaza) lladly L))l 148 e ol Sl
P (oo bl e I L B (old) 51 ity s )l (0 egite A gat ity Sprnnd
BLaYL Ll ae ol Jolis Jo Urily 586 g5 La W )il o) prsger 50 451 el iz 2023
Oloalaall § Olpiall uSay 13y ¢yl o3 § Lassend) Lill) (§ i s of Lyl s ells )
) 88 parrdl Sy ) 58 el ol jlsel may (JUlly - ol pail)  Zelidly LosluzY)
dl @5 Ol geamdl @ wlpial) i oo cruizlly L1 oo Jaladl Jelisl) () codl iy 3 il
e Sl syl o Sa8 e YUl Lyl ) oSl g eladbly o Uil 3 danisend) 2401 3 e

5302 a5 IV Lo Gl 3 A1 e Logio 8 8B 248y e plaaa g gl aad o

KEYWORDS: Sociology, sociolinguistics, social media, news reporting

17


mailto:h.ethelb@uot.edu.ly

Hamza Ethelb, The sociology of news reporting: the case of Libyan

Introduction

News media has a sizable role in handling our societies. This is usually
happening through the news organizations operating in a given society.
Scholars, especially in sociology, study the way news products change
the interactions and relationships between community members involved
in the surrounding events of the society (Bélair-Gagnon, 2019). This
study explores the language of news dissemination from a sociolinguistic
point of view. Dickinson (2008) argues that sociologists study journalists
and their products because they provide information on societies we live
in. this means that the language used in the media products is linked with
the political issues and topics that a country is going through. The study
of the language of media entails investigation on the political structure
and discourse.

Libya has been through severe upheavals since 2011 due to the political
uprising took place in February 2011, along with the aftermath
repercussions that hardly stopped until today. These political events
involved armed fighting and civil conflicts, which erupt every now and
then. This led the society to go through a discourse that implicates
engagement in ideological construction of disseminating news of the
local events on social media platforms. People have intrinsic interest in
expressing themselves towards recurrent events. They create a sort of
belief which controls their actions and behavior. It could be argued that
this metaphorically happens under an organization. The organization here
embodies the discourse that individuals and entities follow to argue and
use language. This study examines some sociological news reporting
from a sociolinguistic stance, taking data from social media platforms.

This research argues that the public interactions and relationships among
the Libyan people have changed to acquire new sociolinguistic features
that Libyan people began to use in their daily language. Further, the
study claims that the local social media platforms have helped in the
sociolinguistic dynamic change of political and cultural discourse in
Libya. Obviously, an interaction between language and society is evident
when inquiring about the media and political aspects of the Libyan
society. Language has always been interested in exchanging verbal or
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written messages among its users (Siregar, 2021). This is where
sociolinguistics comes to the fore, when society witnesses change of its
linguistic structure and communication output. According to Gumperz
(1971), sociolinguistics is a field of study that explores the dynamic
changes of linguistic aspects in societies. In fact, this investigation is
more than just an attempt to research linguistics with sociology, it is a
study that brings in social structure and linguistic aspects and explore
them under the use of media and news reporting. To be more specific,
this research handles news reporting that appear on social media
platforms and depict and predict their role in managing the change in the
Libyan society. The section below will discuss some literature reviews. It
will provide information of the dynamics of language and society, social
media, news reporting, and media effect. It will signpost where necessary
the media theories and their role in creating change.

Literature review

Warnock (2006, p. 13) highlights the dynamics between language and
society. He depicts that sociolinguistics has an aim of offering
understandable account on how language functions in tracing and
comprehending the methods of communications. It is true that
sociolinguistics examines languages within their societal structure, but
the ‘sociology of language’ deals with the society and how it approaches
languages (Hudson, 1996). In other words, the interactions between
language and society is meant to look at the way people interact with
social issues that are pertinent to linguistic phenomenon — news reporting
in our case study. Sociolinguistics is a field that deals with empirical
research to account on suitable results of data (Warnock, 2006).
Empiricism of sociology of news reporting is represented in this work by
selective examples from social media platforms that deal with mainly the
political situation in Libya. In traces social and cultural behaviors of
interactions between interlocutors within the contextualized realm of the
society.
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By looking at the ways people within a society interact, social media
platforms can never be excluded. In fact, social media can help in
recognizing the change happening to the attitudes and habits of people
(Wang et al., 2021). Further, Lee & Ma (2012) state that social media
could be more effective in influencing people if compared with tools of
mass media. One of the features of social media is that it allowed all
people to engage in an unlimited and uncensored interactions in
discussing heated political issues (Hayes and King, 2014). Indeed, this is
the domain that was offered international companies and have a change
for people to express their ideas outside the shackles of the institutions.
This social media space gave rise to huge linguistic and sociolinguistic
information and changes. The habits of people interacting on social
media are indication of change (Bayer et al., 2016). This study looks at
such change from the sociolinguistic points of view. The political
conflicts and ongoing tumultuous events in Libya are believed to have
opened the door for new sociolinguistic structure that is caused by the
sociology of news reporting on social media.

Sociology of new reporting

In a society, journalists, news networks and social conditions are three
major factors that are involved in shaping news (Benson, 2004). The
social factor is the one that most pertinent to sociolinguistics as it deals
with news outside the arenas of news institutions. This where social
media news reporting playing the enormous part. Schudson (2000)
suggests that political culture is also a factor that influences production of
news. Zelizer (2004: 45) notes that sociology is relevant to the
‘background setting’ of news reporting and it studies media production of
news. As mentioned earlier, there is a relationship between language and
news production or journalism as both are key areas to reflect on when
exploring sociolinguistic change in societies. It is important to study the
language on social media taking forms of news reporting to reflect on the
sociological aspects of the new form of journalism. Ammon et al. (1984)
state that sociology received little attention from sociolinguistics;
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although it is significant to understanding language and linguistic
changes occurring on it. This study, in fact, establishes a link between the

two fields of sociology and sociolinguistics by exploring news reporting
on social media.

Media effect

Merton (1996) stressed the crucial role of the power of social networks
resulting in greater media effect. In fact, social networks are now part of
people’s daily lives and routines. These social platforms facilitate
interactions among people within the same country and between
countries all over the world. The nature of the human being obliges them
to interact with their surroundings. Thus, people are sensitive to the
behavior of those they are engaged in interaction with (Zaru, 2016).
Social platforms such as Facebook give space to people to interact and
exchange ideas and may be influenced by one another. The recourse to
social media platforms on daily basis and to read news on political events
have arguably changed the behavior of the people and the language in
that society.

Research methods

This research adopts a qualitative approach in dealing with data
collection and analysis. This is due to the nature of the research which
observes and highlights a phenomenon that seem to have incurred change
in the behavior and discourse of the Libyan people. This change could
have social and cultural effects. Mason (1996) states that qualitative
study is fostered to examine and describe a particular phenomenon.

This study collects data from social media news reporting that mainly
produced in Arabic and in the local media. Due to the huge amount of
data and the requirement of time and effort in handling such data which
is suggested to have influenced and change the discourse of the society,
this study has adopted a selective strategy and a convenient sample
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technique. It must be stated here that there are no attempts to claim
representativeness of the study. The limitations suggested herein are a
statement that further collective research is always necessary for the
reliability of results.

The data of this research is mainly collected from Facebook page of news
reporting on Libyan political turmoil. This Facebook page is called © <l

£ é,2°.1 The page is well-known to the Libyan people, it produces

social and political news that mainly concerns Libya. Data collected from
the news that this Facebook page produced during August 2013. A
number of 21 news items that would account for the change in the
sociolinguistic patterns in Libya have been collected for the purpose of
this study. The section to follows discussing news reported on various
Libya cities.

Analysis and discussion

The news reported on social media platforms could reflect the
sociolinguistic changes happening in societies. A number of studies
handled the role of social media on a wide sector of multidisciplinary
studies and fields. This study sheds light on the effect of social media
platforms on the sociolinguistic aspects of the people, taking news that
has been reported on the political issues of Libya as an example. In fact,
several news pages on social media, in particular Facebook, have been
rigorously interested in reports news on Libya for years, leading the
people to heavily engage in online communications and interactions. This
form of interaction is believed to have influenced the sociolinguistic
habits. In this analysis section, | will demonstrate and show some
examples that could be samples of sociolinguistic changes.

The sociology of news reporting can indeed have an impact on
sociolinguistics. The examples below have been collated on a short
period of time. They reflect the number of disturbing news that can shape

! The Facebook page can be accessed here:
https://www.facebook.com/Tkyroogklshytk/?locale=ar_AR
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the power dynamics. News reporting can portray language choices and
practices shown by the use of dignity forces, armed forces, armored
vehicle, etc. by use of such discourse, news reporting reinforces or
challenges language ideologies, affecting language policy which can in
turn lead to influencing new social and political narratives.

These narratives are always present in the background of the news
producers on those social media platforms.

1 | Dignity Forces threaten the & o Ry LWl g el SJI olgd
people of Sirte. i

2 | The Al-Nagah neighborhood was | ;.\ i 0555 b oy WL 5 3o ghas
cordoned off by an armed force ' e

affiliated with the Karama Forces S iy 3 el S 0l
in the city of Sirte.
3 | Dignity Operation begins with a oty el [ AK NS

wide deployment of armored S _
vehicles at intersections on the 1§ ddall ol wley b
roads in the Abu Hadi area in 6,uﬁi Aikie 0Bkl o olablid|
Sirte, in an attempt to prevent the i : i .
people from celebrating Al-Fateh Ju e Ja3l & g2 3 @
Festival. U s

4 | Adrone flying over the Abu Hadi | zan:) s 3 3l L g 550
area in the city of Sirte. . '

WO Agoey ($3a gl

The reported news used in this study can reflect sociolinguistic power
dynamics. It can be seen from the examples that social media can
determine whose voices and perspectives are represented and whose are
marginalized or excluded. This indicates that social media plays a role in
reinforcing stereotypes, and shaping public discourse by heavily replying
on warring and conflict news. Overall, the sociology of news reporting
provides insights into the social and political dimensions of language use
in media. This can can have implications for sociolinguistics and the way
people interact with emerging conflicts using languages. The data clearly
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shows that consistent use and privilege of certain items in news discourse
can reinforce language ideologies that prioritize linguistic homogeneity
or devalue linguistic diversity.

For instance, news media may use derogatory terms or language to
describe certain events to contribute to a marked discourse. It can be seen
from the news produced on Tripoli that media coverage of political
conflicts may associate specific words with violence. This leads to
negative perceptions, and social exclusion of other events and at the same
time portraying specific image on the sociolinguistic structure. In fact,
the association of language with violence can adversely impact linguistic
diversity.

News reporting on social media has contributed to creating new linguistic
forms. Interlocutors on social media platforms have developed new
sociological structure to express themselves concisely and adapt to the
digital environment. Terms such as armed convoy, armed cars, Turkish
warship, and naval base indicate that the conflict in Libya has deepened
existing divisions. The use of such terms has become intertwined with
identity politics, resulting in sociolinguistic dynamics. It is important to
note that the sociolinguistic dynamics in Libya are complex and
multifaceted, influenced by historical, political, and social factors in
addition to the ongoing conflict. The conflict, however, has undoubtedly
played a significant role in shaping language attitudes within the country.

5 | Anarmed convoy passed from Al- Sl ol o s 5 5550
khumas coastal road, coming from -

Misrata, heading towards the city of $ azie Bl pas o 03B uad|
Tripoli. el b Loe

6 | Armed cars pass from Al-Khums G e dodews Ol g0

coastal road heading towards i .
Tripoli. Lpaa 2 sia gudl ol

bl
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7| Another Turkish warship entersthe | j) ¢ 51 285 £u > 4oyl Jgss
Al-Khums Naval Base. ’ T L
K dl e 50s

8 | A helicopter exits from the Turkish- FVSERUSE AW 1% s
controlled Al-Khums naval base. .

s o G D o) e

B3N

The political tension in Libya has significantly affected sociolinguistic
dynamics through social media platforms. This is evident in the data
collected in this research. It can be seen by accessing the comment
domains that social media platforms have provided a space for Libyans to
express their political opinions and engage in political discourse. Users
utilize Arabic and sometimes other languages to discuss and debate
political issues, share information, and express their support or criticism
for different factions or political actors. This has reinforced the
sociolinguistic change. The examples 9 to 21 below present use of
violent language to account for ongoing events that can easily facilitated
the formation of online communities and networks where individuals
with similar political beliefs or affiliations can connect and support each
other.

The data also shows that linguistic structure in Libya has undergone
significant changes due to the political instability and ongoing conflict.
These changes have also had an impact on the use of language and thus
the sociolinguistic structure. We can see from the data that social media
reporting heavily uses terms such as shooting, brigades, drone,
deterrence, attacked, tanks, terrorism, etc. This in fact lead to increased
polarization and fragmentation resulting in the use of contrasting
language and rhetoric. In other words, social media platforms such as the
page used in this study could adopt a certain discourse that lead to using
polarized language. This use of language can help in creating new social
structure with certain sociolinguistic patterns.
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9 Mopilization and security ol o on sl sy aeid
tension between two forces: T ]

Joint Force and Support of A ey &8 2o
Stability Force.

10 | Shooting in the air next to Lol Gl slebl 3 lilb &M &la,
University of Tripoli, Campus .

B. ol

11 | Adrone flying in the sky of the | s oLy 3 s oo 55
Salah al-Din district of the 2 djé S g A
capital Tripoli. (kb Leolall i 3o

12 | After the withdrawal of the 444 Olgh il g3 M 444 ) Cloedl aay
and Deterrence Brigades, the ) .
deployment of the conflict i) oelesll bghas 3 ¢ 100 a8
resolution forces in the contact ol b (el 3 by A
lines (Al-Farnaj, University
Road, Tripoli.

13 | Shooting sounds are heard inthe |  jlasdl bes filaie & xedd aole s Slowl
Ghout Al-Shaal area. J > S

14 | Starting the withdrawal of the £ 30 3l Lol Sl Qlowd) & £
forces affiliated with the - . i
Deterrence and the 444 Brigades Ol es pladll bghs- (e 444 415\
from the contact lines, under the Ay sy Lol Ol
supervision of security and
military authorities.

15 | An armed group attacked the PO s ds
Al-Andalus neighborhood d e & o ”M
police station, Tripoli. bl Y

16 | An indiscriminate shell fell in Bl Lo (3 Llgtes Ay Logis
Zawyet Al-Dahmani area near T .
the People's Palace. nadd) b e AL Jleall

17 | A number of tanks in the Al-

Farnaj area, Tripoli.

g A Liis 3 CLLA ye sas
ey
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18 | At this moment, the armed B LY i g olasddl sin 3
clashes in Tripoli stopped, and _ L
what is heard now is shooting in 52 O e Loy ool 3 Aol
the air. slebl & U G

19 | About 60-armed anti-terrorism A5 otdns 5y 60 Sl 72 >
vehicles left the city of Misrata . i T
towards the capital, Tripoli. £k DBlpae Lome e Slay Y 2080

sl b Lanola))

20 | A convoy of military vehicles Takate o & St Slylas J5) 550
passed from the Sabaa area of ]
Tripoli. el b dadl

21 | The landing of the second S5 LS gt 55 U by
Turkish military cargo plane, i T
today at Ugba bin Nafeh base (bgl)) @80 o &de 5428 3 o))
(Al-Watiya).

Words convey meanings and connotations that evolve over time due to
sociocultural shifts. For example, terms such as attacked, brigades, and
forces could have longstanding military connotations. However, the
context in which they are used can change, reflecting shifts in the
perception and understanding of conflicts and usually acquire different
nuances and associations in various sociolinguistic contexts.

Words such as armed vehicle, drones, or brigades establish professional
jargon and reinforce group identities within the field of news reporting.
As a matter of fact, news reporting evolves to adapt to changing social,
and political landscapes. Thus, the language used in news stories may
undergo sociolinguistic changes. For example, shooting, conflict, and
armed groups are rooted in the domain of violence and warfare.
However, the connotations associated with these terms can change
depending on societal, political, and cultural factors. In fact, the selection
of terms in news reporting contributes to the framing of events and the
construction of narratives. Further, the terms above can carry certain
implications to shape the way people receive news stories.
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Conclusion

News reporting on social media can be a reflection on the sociolinguistic
landscape. Social media platforms have created new spaces for language
use, interaction, and expression that shape the dynamics of language
variation. The sociolinguistic dynamics on social media platforms in
Libya reflect the complex interplay between politics and language within
the context of political tension of course. Social media has both amplified
existing divisions and provided a platform for new social and linguistic
structure. The sociology of news reporting depicted some social
structures and processes that shape social interactions and relationships.
The reported news in the study explains how individuals, groups, and
institutions function within society.

By analyzing the sociolinguistic aspects of news reporting, including the
use of specific terms, this research offered insights into how language
reflects and shapes societal changes, sociolinguistic dynamics. The data
revealed how the choice of specific terms in news reporting contribute to
the construction of changing sociolinguistic narratives and discourses.
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