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Abstract

Libya has been working to improve food security situations on different themes
including: wheat production increase, increasing wheat imports, and government
intervention to make food available via price support and efforts to reduce wastes and
rationalize consumption. This thesis comes as a contribution to shed lights on wheat losses
in Libya with emphasis on wheat losses in Tripoli.

Total cereal production estimated at 218 thousand tons in 2010 including 106
thousand tons of wheat production, and wheat and wheat flours imports were estimated at
2276 thousand tons in the same year. The study estimated wheat seed losses at 20% of seed
uses, losses due to weeds on field at 20 % and wheat losses due to impurities and weeds in
wheat mills at 4.4 — 8.4 % in soft wheat and 8.4-14% in hard wheat. The average wheat
losses at harvesting stage was estimated at 442 thousand tons during 1990-2010.

Wheat losses at household level obtained from 150 families from different locations
in Tripoli , the study pinpoints to the increase in losses due to increase in family members,
the size of bread used , and the source of bread ( bakery, retailer). For bought quantities of
Semolina, the study found a positive relation between losses and the quantity bought, and
about half of families survyed consume 1-4 kilograms of Semolina per month.The study
also found a positive relation between losses and the quantities consumed of Macaroni.
When statistically analyzing all factors affecting waste as group, the study found a
significant negative relation between waste and children aged greater than one year and
macaroni prices. It also indicated a significant negative relation between the gquantity
consumed of macaroni and wheat losses. It has been also found a positive relation between
losses and quantity bought of macaroni. It’s worth noting that these group of factors
explained 92% of variation in wheat losses. According to the study results, the study gave a
number of recommendations aimed at reducing wastes and enhancing national efforts for
food security.
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