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gy
: Glaliall it
IS el 4801 yylaal U g 5 shaliall Ciboai ()3 3laliall (uy jlusil \)LJ}M\JJS\ 23 DA e
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Inland Wetland (N). Seasonal/intermittent/irregular rivers/streams/creeks.
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Marine/Coastal wetlands (H). Intertidal marshes; includes salt marshes, salt mead-

ows, saltings, raised salt marshes; includes tidal brackish and freshwater marshes.
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Aol ) alaliag Ll a3 il 3axgall £ 5Y1 3 Jgaa

e A | leYiaml | adlal and) ] audd) p-2
SPA/RAC| Threatened Greater . 1
) Phoenicopterus roseus
1 Flamingo
SPA/RAC| Threatened Charadrius 2
670 Kentish Plover alexandrines
IUCN Near Curlew 3
threatened 20 Sandpiper ferruginea Calidris
IUCN Near Eurasian 4
threatened 32 Curlew arquata Numenius
SPA/RAC| Threatened 176 Audouin's gull Larus audouinii
SPA/RAC| Threatened Slender-billed .6
54 gull Larus genei
SPA/RAC| Threatened Thalasseus 7
2 Sandwich tern sandvicensis
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Aase Wl Ayl ol )Y cilia €S GliMl g 5 jaleall 5 dadiall Adlal) ) phall Culafitud Jal sal) o8
Ly delin Ak dilaia Ll o el Jlnall G Citeal aall i peal slae dallaal &3l e
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Load Gy 138 5 il el il s ciladlaly dalld) 5 el dalld) il Jadiy alls
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(EGA-RAC /SPA, 2012) ash ll ol ;3 el
DA (peSay 1385 5aS e an ) ey g sl @llia (IS a8 (2 il 5 £ i) ) sadall alacl Al
oalad 4l £ 65 S Cuny g o0 Luilly Juadil) e G5 ((Morrison et al, 2012) <)
Lol a3 Al g1 59 JS5 (Beyer et al., 2010; Jones, 2001) W e (e 4y Juady dlead digea
sl ol (of ddliae 3hlia 85 (Isenmann et al., 2016) dalll bl 86 55 ) sadall (e s
& 135 21 ) Y1 e s e Bhliall LBl e deal el dlie @yl By Q] 3y
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dabaidll N ) saall g Jgall 4y gram SIS g Alaiall VA diay 3 3 dall g 5 g le SV jolias
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(Hockin et al., 1992; Fernandez-Juricic and Telleria, 2000; Haskins, 2000; Fernan-
dez- Juricic and Jokimiki, 2001; Gill et al., 2001; Blumstein et al., 2005;
Gill, 2007; Markovchick-Nicholls et al., 2008; Etayeb et al., 2015)
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Abstract

Libya is characterized by different topographies, resulted in variation and diversi-
ty in the ecosystems. Most of these ecosystems are visited by migratory birds in dif-
ferent numbers, particularly, the coastal areas where wetlands, water bodies and the
Mediterranean climate. Wetlands are the most preferred habitats for resident and mi-
gratory birds, especially for aquatic birds. However, these areas are considered as a
stopover for many species during their migration, because they provide a suitable
shelter and food. This paper aimed to study the aquatic birds that are wintering in
three wetlands in Misrata during the month of January 2017-2019, as part of the re-
sults of the national census of wintering waterbirds in Libya which is supervised by
Wetland International (W1). The study was carried out in three wetland sites, includ-
ing a man-made wetland (Misrata treatment plant) and two natural sites (Wadi
Sassou and Qaser Ahmed). A total of 40 waterbird species were recorded. The high-
est number of species was in Qaser Ahmed (28 species) and the lowest number was
in Misrata treatment plant (13 species). This study also recorded two globally threat-
ened species: Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea and Eurasian Curlew Numenius
arquata according to the [IUCN Red List. Moreover, five endangered species in the
Mediterranean were recorded by this study, which are listed as endangered in the
Annex II of the Regional Activities Center for Specially Protected Areas of the Unit-
ed Nations Environment Program (Annex II, RAC / SPA - MAP / UNEP). This study
recommends nominating Qaser Ahmed wetland as a national Ramsar site of the
Ramsar Convention, because of its characteristics that are in accordance with the
terms of the agreement.

Key words: Aquatic birds, Wetlands, Diversity, Threatened species and Misrata
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