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Improving The Performance Of Local Libyan Goats By Crossing
With Cyprus Damascus Goats.
I- Growth Rate Before And After Weaning Of First Generation Kids,
Magid , A'F. ; Ahtash , A M. ; Bialla, A.S. ; Marhoun , H. and Ben-zid , K.

Abstract

Goat rising is considered an important animal wealth activity in the Libyan Jamahiriya.
The Libyan local goat breed represents over 90% of goats raised in Libya. Many studies have
shown that the productivity of local goat was lower compared to other breeds. To improve the
productivity of local goats, they were crossed by Shami goats which imported from Cyprus at
Bir-elghanem research station. The steps of the study were summarized in dividing the flocks
during breeding season into four crossing groups which included local X local (LL), Cyprus
X Cyprus (CC), (LC) and (CL).

The weight of newbom kids at birth, every two weeks until weaning, 6 , 7and 8 month of
age were recorded , to compare the individual of first generation in the four crossing groups.
The data obtained were analyzed using the statistical model which included the effect of
breed, type cf birth, sex using SAS program.

The results showed the superiority of Cyprus Damascus goats over the local goats in birth
weight, weight at two months of age, weight at four month of age (weaning weight) and the
weight at 6, 7,9,12 months of age. The results showed that the crosses group LC or CL were
significantly superior over local breed in the different weights in which the superiority ranged
from 2 to 9 kg. This paper also discusses the eftect of sex and birth type on different weights
and gains.
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