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Abstract

The research problem of this paper is the absence of an integrated vision for the reconstruction process in
Libya that would make it an effective tool for achieving balanced spatial development. This is particularly true in
light of complex challenges, most notably the political division and its resulting weak institutional coordination, in
addition to the deterioration of infrastructure and the absence of good governance. Focusing solely on physical
reconstruction, in isolation from development dimensions, may lead to the reproduction of previous imbalances
and the deepening of spatial and social development disparities.

The paper's primary objective is to analyze reconstruction as a gateway to achieving balanced spatial
development, through a comparative review of successful international experiences in this field (Rwanda, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, and Germany after World War Il), and then apply the lessons learned to the Libyan case. The
paper also seeks to highlight how to transform reconstruction projects from mere construction activities into
levers for sustainable development by integrating them into regional planning policies and expanding the
participation of local communities. The results showed that successful international experiences relied on
essential elements, most notably: spatial justice in the distribution of investments, strengthening infrastructure
as a basis for growth, transparency and good governance in resource management, and integrating
reconstruction with national development strategies. In Libya, activating reconstruction as a tool for spatial
development requires: formulating an integrated national reconstruction plan that takes into account regional
balance, building strong institutions that transcend excessive centralization and political divisions, and investing
in the geographical location and available resources to create a diversified economy that promotes stability and

social justice.

Keywords: Post-conflict reconstruction, balanced spatial development, governance and spatial justice.
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