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students, staff and faculty members should also have some orientation programs

working with the Arab students to understand their culture to help them and give them

enough support and guidance.

Limitation and Future Research

The findings of this study cannot be generalized to all international students, since it is

limited to the Arab students studying ESL in the US. The study focuses only on the

cultural challenges that students face. Future studies should consider investigate other

challenges such as the linguistic, societal, academic challenges.
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in the Misjid on Fridays. Some would prefer to move from one ESL center to another for
this consideration. Furthermore,

Ramadan is another difficulty that Arab students face since they have to fast the whole
month and keep attending classes that might be up to 5pm. In some states, the daytime
hours before the students can break their fasting are too long and make studying hard
for the students.

7. In-Class activities and gender considerations
When there are pair or team activities, Arab female students may prefer not to work
with male students, especially for students from Saudi Arabia where they have one-
gender classes in their schools and universities. Theses students may feel embarrassed
to discuss and talk about some topics in mixed-gender classes. That might be attributed
to the cultural norms and the learners’ needs. Thus, having both Arab males and females
at the same class may affect some Arab students’ education and learning of the
language.
Conclusion
The study could explore some Arab students’ cultural challenges while they are
studying ESL in the U.S. using qualitative research methodology. The findings showed
that Arab students might face some difficulties when they come to study the language
in the US universities and colleges based of their different cultural background. These
challenges involve the difficulty of cultural adjustment to many aspects of the American
culture in general, besides the influence of their own culture on their learning style and
studying habits. The adaption to the new culture needs time and orientations from the
educational institutes and universities in the US.
Implications
Based on the findings of the study, recommendations for universities and higher
educational programs in the US on supporting Arab to adapt the new culture were
drawn out. Colleges and universities should have better understanding of the cultural
barriers that might affect students’ academic learning and communicate more

efficiently with the Arab students inside and outside the class rooms. Moreover, US
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4. Arabs learn English as a foreign language not a second language
English is considered a foreign language in the Arab countries not a second language,
and it is normally taught in isolation of the language culture and context. In there se
Moreover, the traditional ways in teaching English language would lead Arab learners
of English to hardship in three important skills comprehension, listening and good
pronunciation for not being exposed the learners to native speakers from early stage of
learning to English native speakers. Moreover, spelling mistakes are ignored when
English is taught in the Arab countries. That's why they argue with the teachers that
spelling mistake should not be penalized in tests and exams. There should be some
dictation sessions given to the students.
Another challenge in this aspect is that when Arab students read in English they might
focus on learning the language while reading, which might distract their attention to the
information and its comprehension. Thus, the historical, political, biological topics that
are used in teaching reading might turn to be challenging for them.

5. Arab students’ expectations from their ESL teacher
Many Arab students prefer that teachers correct for them their mistakes including
pronunciation mistakes. They realize they have errors in their English and prefer to be
aware of them to correct them, being taught in countries in isolation from the language
environment and with minimum authentic material. Moreover, some Arab students, as
well as some Asian students, may come to class with their own concept of how to get
the grades. They negotiate the grades a lot.
Furthermore, some Arab students are always waiting for more detailed explanation
from the teacher on the grammar, sentence structure and sentence meaning. They tend
to depend on the teacher, because they were taught in teacher-centered classes.

6. Religious and societal considerations
Arab students appreciate space and time for their prayers. They also appreciate the
centers that would adjust the schedule to allow them free time on Friday afternoon to

go and pray in the Misjid (Mosque). Many Muslim prayers feel irritated for not praying
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1. Difficulty of cultural adaptation
According to the data, the cultural differences between the Arab countries and the west,
i.e. occidental vs. oriental, have a noticeable impact on the Arab students’ learning of
ESL. Although Arab students are exposed to some aspects of the American culture,
either through the topics studied in the books or their everyday experiences living in
the US, cultural adaptation is still a main challenge to them.
Arab students may need some orientational sessions to help them show mutual
understanding of the cultural system and the education ethics in the country they are
studyingin.

2. Dominance of Arabic spoken language
Arab students are influenced by their social and oral communicative style of life and
this influence may impact the way they learn ESL. Arab students may tend to listen and
talk more than to read and write. For that reason, many Arab students are better in
speaking than they are in the other language skills. Thus, the dominance of spoken
language in the Arabs’ culture might affect Arab students learning of other languages
and make them pay less attention to accuracy than fluency.
Moreover, Arab students may retain the Arabic oral culture features in their written
expressions and the writing style in general, rather than adapting well-organized,
syntactic structural style of written English (Al-Khatib et al, n. d., Huwari & Aziz,2011;
Intakhab Alam Khan, 2011; Thompson-Panos & Thomas-Ruzic, 1983; Van De Wege,
2013).

3. Impact of community oriented culture
Arab students come from a group-oriented or community-oriented culture; on the
contrary, America has individual- oriented culture. Arab learners find it unusual or anti-
social to spend hours studying on their own in their rooms or in the library and that may
justify the difficulty some Arab students face in the reading and writing tests. However,
Asian students can sit for hours to study and that can be the reason that Asian students

achieve high level of writing ability in English and low level of speaking.
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researchers of this study are Libyan Arabic-speaking graduate students in Teaching
English as a Second Language (TESL), with long experiences as non-native ESL teachers
(Johnson, 2004). The researchers collected data from two main resources; First, log
journal to record observations and students’ comments related to the research. The
students were 40 Arab ESL students in the language center that prepares the students
linguistically before they start their academic students in the different universities in the
US. The second resource is an online survey using social networking websites as “a tool
of the research” (Brickman-Bhutta, 2012, p. 1). The survey was posted on ResearchGate
which is a website for researchers and linguists. The participants who answered the
survey were 6 linguists, and/or English language instructors.

Data Analysis

The data gathered from the log journal and the survey were all coded utilizing
open coding (Boeije, 2010). Many categories emerged by the data analysis and the
findings were discussed to draw conclusions and rationalize the outcomes or the results
that were produced. The categories will be explained in the discussion section to
facilitate understanding of how the data were interpreted in answering the research

questions.

Codes obtained from open coding led to the following seven themes: (1) Difficulty of
cultural adaptation; (2) Dominance of Arabic spoken language; (3) Impact of
community oriented culture; (4) Arabs learn English as a foreign language not a second
language; (5) Arab students’ expectations from their ESL teacher; (6) Religious and
societal considerations; and (7) In-Class activities and gender considerations
Result and Discussion

This section discusses the data gathered from the log journal and the online
survey, after being analyzed and set in the following seven themes in the lights of the

theoretical framework.
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Whatare the culturally based difficulties that the ESLinstructors notice on their
Arab ESL students in the ESL classes and that might hinder their English learning

development?

Methodology

The main purpose of this study was to explore the main cultural challenges that
Arab students who learn ESL in the US face. In order to obtain an in-depth
understanding of participants’ experiences and perceptions as they learn and teach
English in the U.S. English as a second language context, this study was built on the
paradigm of qualitative inquiry (Bernard & Ryan, 2010; Merriam, 2009; Miles,
Huberman, & Saldana, 2014). According to Brantlinger etal., (2005), qualitative inquiry
is “a systematic approach to understanding qualities, or the essential nature, of a
phenomenon within a particular context” (p. 195). Hence, the rationale of using
qualitative methodology in this study was built on the researchers’ interests of reporting
the students’ authentic experiences learning and teaching English in the U.S. ESL setting.
Design

According to Given (2008), a qualitative exploratory design can be used when
knowledge about the research group-s, activity-ies, situation-s, and process-es is very
little or not well defined. Therefore, this study was based on a qualitative-exploratory
design. As shown in previous studies, there were concerns about the actual components
of Arabic ESL learning essentials. Eliciting these essentials could provide ESL teachers
the opportunities to frame the ultimate pedagogical and instructional constructs to
teaching English to Arabic ESL learners, especially at the target levels (i.e., university).
Procedure
This paper will focus on the challenges that Arab students encounter in their learning of
English as a second language due to their cultural background, and which may lead to
linguistic errors and issues in leaning English. The method utilized in this study is action
research, which involves the researchers in collecting data through authentic

assessment that is also used as part of the teaching practice (Johnson, 2004). The
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in creating the appropriate learning environment to their students is the lack of cultural
and linguistic expectations of many foreign language learners of English including Arabs
(Murray & Christison, 2011). Results from many research studies indicated that the
dearth of in-depth analysis of the language learners” cultural and linguistic feature was
the major obstacle that hinder many ESL teachers to construct an active learning
environment to these students (Ibrahim, Kassabgy, & Aydelott, 2000; Lems, Miller, &
Soro, 2010). To bridge this expectation gap, this study aims to investigate the major
challenges that Arabic ESL learners at university levels reported when they were taught
by ESL teachers in language and multicultural institutes in the U.S.

Theoretical Framework

According to Anfara and Metz (2006), a theoretical framework in qualitative
research helps to construct the general frame of the study, supports the formation of
questions, and leads the focus of the research process and methodology. The theoretical
rationale of this study was informed by the sociocultural theory, which provides an
explanation of the language learning process among non-native speakers of English
(Lantolf, 2004; Vygotsky, 1997). According to sociocultural theory of learning, learning
is partially the outcome of the learner’s previous cultural, institutional, and historical
contexts with their role in the mental functioning during the learning process (Swain,
Kinnear, & Steinman, 2011). Sociocultural theory could help determine the social,
cultural, and context challenges of Arab ESL learners, helping that ESL teachers to
construct better ways of English language teaching to these learners.
Questions

This study aimed at providing an in-depth understanding of. To obtain more
holistic and broad understanding of the major cultural challenges that most Arab ESL
learners may face when they learn English as a second language in the U.S, the following

research question was addressed:
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and problems in their English language programs. The understanding of the Arab
learners challenges in language learning among ESL teachers can help the ESL teachers
develop their language learning process. The focus of this study is on the cultural
challenges that might have some influence on the language learning of the Arab
students.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this qualitative exploratory study was to explore the cultural
challenges that might affect the learning of the Arab ESL learners and cause difficulties
in their ESL learning classes in the US. It is anticipated that, through a better
understanding of the learning needs of the Arabic ESL Learners and the issues they
encounter, more informed decisions can be made by the ESL teachers in the U.S. to
establish more effective and motivating environment to those learners.

Literature review

A remarkable increase of Arabic-speaking ESL learners in the U.S. It was
reported that many Arabic-speaking migrants and students started coming to the U.S.
in the early eighties. In 2012, the U.S. Census Bureau reported that more than 3.5
million Americans are of Arab descents who live across the 50 states (Kayyali, 2006).
According to the Arabic Institute Foundation (2012), the Arabic-speaking populations
grew from 1.000.000 in 1980s up to 3.665.789 in 2010. However, The total census of
the Arabic-speaking students who came to pursue their higher education was not
steady. This was because of different reasons including academic, cultural, political, and
sometimes social aspects (Coelho, 2004).

The need to understand the major challenges of Arabic ESL learners.

It was reported that at any learning environment, understanding the basic
needs of learners is a must (Haynes, 2007). Arabic ESL learners, particularly at sponsored
university levels usually come to the U.S. with the expectation of having safe,
supportive, and motivating environment to learn English (Shaw, 2009). The ESL teachers
on the other hand, potentially understood their major roles towards learners of English

who are non-native speakers. The only challenge that most ESL teacher may encounter
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Introduction

Many Arab students from different countries like Saudi Arabia, Libya, and Oman receive
scholarships from their countries to pursue their undergraduate and graduate degrees
in the United States. Recently, it has been reported that Arabic-speaking populations
witnessed a dramatic growth of 25% of the normal rates between 2000 and 2007 (Shiri,
2007). These Arab students increasingly join English as a Second language (ESL)
programs before they start their degrees, and normally show noticeable interest and
enthusiasm in learning the English language. However, Arab students encounter some
linguistic and cultural challenges that would impact their performance in learning the
language (Derderian-Aghajanian, & Cong, 2012; Huwari & Aziz, 2011; Intakhab Alam
Khan, 2011; Thompson-Panos & Thomas-Ruzic, 1983; Van De Wege, 2013). In
addition, other challenges and difficulties such as cultural, social, and background
obstacles were reported by a considerable numbers of research studies (Abu Rass,
2011; Drucker, 2003; Orgocka, 2004).

The authors of this paper aim to discuss some of the merely cultural challenges
that Arab students face when learn English in general and in the US in particular. It is
believed that providing the fundamental elements that could shape the basic linguistic
knowledge of these learners might help the US. teachers of English to provide
meaningful and rigors teaching environments for these students. Therefore, the
purpose of this study is to report some the basic difficulties of language learning by the
Arab learners and to provide the English language teachers with the knowledge of their
needs in order to facilitate their language learning.

Statement of Problem

A considerable numbers of Arab students join ESL centers before they start

pursuing their undergraduate or graduate studies and are normally interested in

learning English language. Nevertheless, some students encountered some challenges
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Faculty of Education- Janzour
Department of English

Dear Trainee Student Teachers,

The researcher is doing a research paper to investigate your opinions about the
Teaching Practice Training. You are kindly requested to answer the following

questions. Justcircle Yes or No.

1/ Is the period of one semester of teaching practice training appropriate for

prospective graduates to be good teachers?  YES NO

2/ Are the semester weeks long enough for the observation of the different school

teachers' techniques ? YES NO

3/ Does the student teacher has the opportunity to transfer the theoretical learning

into practice within the short period?  YES NO
4/ Can the student teacher discover his/ her strengths and weaknesses
during the short period of training? YES NO
5/ Can the student teacher build certain relationships with the teachers
and administrational staff in the school within the short period?
YES NO

6/ Can the supervisor fairly evaluate the student teacher in all language skills,

especially when s/he has a number of students to assess?
YES NO

You can comment and express your opinions HERE.
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practical teaching in order to be well qualified teachers. Qualifications are important
but practical experience is always an advantage. Itis advisable that the period of one
semester training should be prolonged so that the student teachers receive more
training and practice in their fields. Practice makes perfect. Officials should provide
more interest and concern for this component of education and do their best to
improve the educational system by focusing on the development of the teachers of

the future generations.
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trainees made some comments or expressed their opinions. The others did not write

any comments.
Here are some of their comments and opinions about teaching practice training:

® "Teaching practice can be considered as the most important subject that student
teachers will need to complete. In our college, the 'timing'is really short. Student

teachers need more time."

® "Teaching practice will help student teachers to deal with students in real situation,

and to know one's abilities in teaching.”
® "l think the practice training period is very short.”

® "I thinkitis beneficial and useful to add strategy 3 to support our performance in

teaching practice, and to give more time to teaching practice.”

® "In teaching practice, | need more advice on teaching strategies, and ways of dealing

with students in the classroom in crowded classes."
® " We do not find much help from teachers at the school where we train."

® " | see that the school or college must provide the books to students because we

cannot find the books to prepare the lessons."
® " The white board is not good to write on and it is dirty with different colors."

All the opinions focus on the need of more training in practical teaching because it
is one of the core requirements in the educational colleges. More time and concern

should be devoted to teaching practice training.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

Teaching practice training is of paramount importance in the faculties of education. It
could be considered the core pillar of these colleges as the purpose of their
establishment has been to graduate successful and highly qualified teachers. So,

students who are on the threshold of graduation should be given enough training in
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The majority of the participants think they have achieved a sufficient level in the

English language. This appears in their choices of (YES) to question four. Fourteen
trainee teachers (70%) consider themselves able to discover their strengths and
weaknesses. But, if they practice teaching in every skill or aspect of the English
language, the short period of semester will not help them to do so. English language
teaching involves morphology, writing, speaking, listening, reading, grammar,
pronunciation, phonology, etc., and if every trainee teacher effectively practices
teaching lessons in all these language components, s/he will need two semesters or
even more in order to master the teaching job adequately. The supervisor, also, needs
enough time to fairly assess the trainee competence in the various language

components.

The rate (80%) of (YES) answers to question five may be acceptable since building
relationships with people is not learnt. However, such askill (the building of social
relationships) can be difficult for some people because it requires certain abilities and
qualities, such as, being social, extrovert, easygoing, confident, and cheerful. In
contrast, an introvert, shy, timid, or diffident person is unable to have any kind of

social relationships.

Twelve student teachers believe that the supervisor is unable to assess their
practical training as teachers in all language skills during the semester period. This is
true because the supervisor has only one day in which s/he meets the trainee teachers
for evaluation. Sometimes the supervisor has to watch five or six student teachers, and
if s/he supervises each of them in all language skills three or four times, the short
period of time will not enable him/her to accomplish the task in due course. And a fair
supervisor should attend practical lessons with each of the student teachers in every

language skill, and in no less than three lessons in order to be even-handed.

The lastitem in the questionnaire is a request for more information. The student

teachers were asked to comment and express their opinions. Thirteen out of twenty
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6 Can the supervisor fairly evaluate the student teacher in all 8 12
language skills, especially when s/he has a number of student | 40% | 60%

teachers to assess?

In answering the first question, eleven trainee students chose "YES", while nine
students chose "NO". these figures represent 55% and 45% of the participants. The
viewpoints are nearly the same. This result gives impressions that one semester is not
enough for graduates to be good teachers and dependable to teach ,especially,

secondary school students.

Sixteen student teachers out of twenty (80%) agreed that the short period of one
semester is of no value to learn from experienced or old teachers. The answers to the
second question strongly support the opinion that one teaching training semester is
inadequate for getting qualified teachers. Observations of experienced teachers are
very effective for the trainee teachers. The new future teachers acquire different
benefits. They observe various strategies and techniques among a number of the
observed experienced teachers. They carefully watch and compare the strategies they
learnt at their college and the strategies carried out by the teachers they are observing.
They compare between theory and practice. And the one semester short period is

clearly unsatisfactory solution for qualified and eclectic teachers.

The same can be said about the student teachers’ answers to question three.
Fourteen answers are positive (YES) whereas only six answers are negative (NO).
Many students are talented and try to show their abilities, but the insufficient period
of time cannot be appropriate to do so. Of course, there are some students who
consider the time of one semester is more than suitable. This kind of students does not
look at the quality of the teacher. Instead, he/ she only looks forward to graduate and

quit the college, whatever the information and average he/ she gets.
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during the short period of training?

5. Can the student teacher build certain relationships with the teachers

and administrational staff in the school within the short period?

6. Can the supervisor fairly evaluate the student teacher in all language skills,

especially when s/he has a number of students to assess?

Twenty student teachers in the English Department of Janzour Educational

College participated in this study and answered the questionnaire questions. Some

student teachers did not write any comments or present any kind of opinion in

answering the researcher's request which is " You can comment and express your

opinions here." There was enough space in the sheet where they could present their

viewpoints, but they did not.

4.2. Findings of the Study

While analyzing the participants' answers to the questionnaire questions, the

researcher found out the following results.

No. | questions YES | NO

1 Is the period of one semester of teaching practice training 11 9
appropriate for prospective graduates to be good teachers? 55% | 45%

2 Are the semester weeks long enough for the observation of 4 16
different school teachers' techniques? 20% | 80%

3 Does the student teacher has the opportunity to transfer the 6 14
theoretical learning into practice within the short period? 30% | 70%

4 Can the student teacher discover his/ her strengths and 14 6
weaknesses during the short period of training? 70% | 30%

5 Can the student teacher build certain relationships with the 16 |4
teachers and administrational staff in the school within the 80% | 20%
short period?
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® Trainee students usually do not find the taught books to prepare their lessons. They
usually borrow these books from the appointed teachers to photocopy and prepare

their lessons.

® The indifference among some student teachers towards teaching practice training.
Especially, those who do not want to be teachers, but they learn only to get the

certificate of graduation.

® The indifference of the Ministry of Education towards the educational process in
general, and the preparation of the future teachers in particular. It is the Ministry of
Education’s job to provide schools with all sorts of facilities in order to improve and
develop the educational process. More attention and support should be given to the

educational system.

® The sit-ins from time to time among teachers in service , also, do not help student

teachers to practice the training safely.

4.The Study

4.1. Methodology

The methodology of the study consists of a questionnaire with six (6) yes/ no
questions, and a section where the student teachers, participants, can comment and

express their opinions.

These questions are the principles of the study, and they are as follows. 1. Is the
period of one semester of teaching practice training appropriate for the trainee

student teachers to be good teachers?

2. Are the semester weeks long enough for sufficient observation of the different

school teachers and their teaching strategies and techniques ?

3. Does the student teacher has the opportunity to transfer the theoretical learning

into practice within the short period?

4. Can the student teacher discover his/ her strengths and weaknesses
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in a certain manner."

Brown (1980: vii) advises that "reacher trainees must therefore be carefully
schooled in an integrated understanding so that, when faced with practical teaching
contexts, they will be able to make intelligence, informed choices of a particular
method or a particular technique for a given set of learners and learning goals in a

given context."

In this scope, Harmer (2007: 108) states that " the point is that we should be able
to adopt a variety of roles within the classroom which facilitate learning. Some of
these roles come naturally to most teachers, while others have to be thoughr about
more carefully." He (2007:113), also, insists that successful teaching highly depends
on building "positive and useful rapport: a class where there is positive, enjoyable and
respectful relationship between teacher and students, and berween the students

themselves."

3. Impediments to Teaching Practice in Libyan Schools
There are many factors that impede effective training in teaching practice in the
Libyan schools. Such impediments can easily be observed in almost every school.

Some of these impediments are:

® Shortage of time allotted to teaching practice training. This is the most dominant
hindrance because to gain a well-qualified and trained teacher, it is very important to
give him/ her enough practice before being appointed as a teacher in a school.
Teaching practice training should be longer than just one semester in order to obtain

professional teachers.

® Lack of teaching aids in the schools where student teachers are supposed to
perform the teaching training. There are not any tapes, CDs, or CD players.
Sometimes, there is not, even, a clean whiteboard, or a whiteboard marker in the
school. The researcher noticed this while supervising trainee students in different

schools.
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3. Thank and chat to the teacher afterward. Even
experienced teachers find it stressful to be observed!
Thank them, share with them what you have learnt from
the observation, and ask them about anything that was

not clear to you."

While observing the experienced teachers, trainee teachers usually carry inquiries
about new attitudes they have not been familiar with during their learning. They

discuss these new opinions with their peers and supervisors.

2.3.2. Practical Teaching Stage

After getting enough information from the observations of some English teachers in

the schools, student teachers will conduct the teaching profession under the

supervision of one of the lecturers of the educational college. Student teachers should

bear in mind that their role is to facilitate learning to learners they are teaching.
Talafha (2013: 157) defines the concept of teaching "as a ser of
actions and activities carried out by the teacher in an
educational position to help students achieve specific
educational goals by providing the necessary school
resources such as lighting, equipment and educational
materials such as whiteboard and other educational means
used by the teacher in ways to achieve his goals. Teaching
determines the success of the teacher in achieving the goal by
stimulating learning and facilitates the task of achieving

through the set of actions and decisions that are employed
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2.3.1. Observation Stage

This is the first step to acquire the teaching skills. After they have acquired the

teaching theoretical information about the strategies and activities of teaching

English language in the faculty, student teachers (trainees), "as a part of initial
training are usually sent into several classrooms to see the way experienced teachers

are approaching their task." (Rivers 1980: 1).
The importance of observation lies in the following:

- It helps the student teacher to overcome the fears and confusion that s/he may face

at the beginning of the involvement in the educational process.

- It helps the student teacher to adapt to the reality of his/ her new/ future work and

interact positively.

- Itenables the student teacher to have some information about the problems of the
school environment and the ways to deal with them. The student teacher, also,
acquires important knowledge about the school community in which he/ she will

work in the future.

Ur (2012: 286) advises to " observe an experienced teacher in order to learn from their
professional abilities in action." During the observation Ur (2012: 289), also, advises

to "1. take notes because you won't
remember everything you have learnt or want to
discuss after the lesson, so you need o take notes
and look through them later. 2. Sit at the side of
the class. If you sit at the front, you will find it
difficult ro observe the teacher, and you will
distract the class. If you sit at the back, you won't
be able to see clearly what the students are doing.
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Because the students of the English department in the college of education are

learning to be teachers of English, Rivers (1980: 8)
advises “rrainee reachers ro set down in
some order of priority their long-range objectives
in teaching another language in order to develop
the students'intellectual powers; to increase the
students’personal culture, to increase the students’
understanding of how language functions; to teach
the students to read another language with
comprehension to keep abreast of modern writing,
research, and information; to give students the
experience of expressing themselves within
another framework, linguistically, kinesically,
and culturally. " to provide students with the
skills which enable to communicate orally, and
in writing with the speakers of another language ..."

2.3. Stages of Teaching Practice Training

Teaching practice training consists of two main stages. The stage of observation and
the actual stage of participation in the teaching process. (Mahmoud and Husain 2012:
171). Language teaching is "a highly skilled activity which is learned by careful

observation and patient practice."

(Corder, 1975:8)
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In https://www.flinders.edu.au/teaching/quality/evaluation/good-teaching-

practice. "Good teaching practice is a key influence on
student learning - a desired outcome and
primary goal of higher educational institutions.
Teachers strive to meet the principles of good
practice in an effort to provide the best learning
experience for their students. Key considerations in
shaping good teaching practice include:
® Fncouraging good communication between teachers and learners
® fncouraging interaction among learners
® Providing opportunities for active participation
® Timely and appropriate response and feedback
® Fmphasising time ontask
® Motivating learning by communicating expectations
® Respecting diverse talents and ways of learning.”

The student teacher should recognize the importance of curricula and textbooks
that are exposed to students in schools, and discover his/ her abilities while practicing
the educational process in the schools. The teaching practice helps the student teacher
to know about the rights and duties of the teachers inside and outside the schools.
Moreover, the student teacher should take positive attitudes towards the teaching
profession when practicing and applying itin practice, such as honesty, sincerity in
work, respect for others and responsibility. Also, the student teacher should acquire

the skill of using the whiteboard effectively. (Mahmoud & Husain 2012: 169)
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teaching objectives and organize the timetable and lesson plans s/he is going to comply

with.

Brown (1980: viii) advises that "a teacher trainee needs to gain broad bur systematic
knowledge of the process of second language acquisition in order to effectively

understand and adapt teaching techniques.”
Mahmoud and Husain (2012: 168) state that teaching practice training

" provides the student teacher with the necessary skills

for the teaching profession through the use of teaching

aids and the ability of teaching methods and evaluation.

The student's understanding of the importance of the

material studied and its relevance ro the material to be

studied in the schools. Training the student teacher on

the accuracy of observation and attention to what is
happening in the hall lesson or classroom.”

The student teacher has to bear in mind that there are some
"factors which must be taken into account in any
teaching task: the aptitude and personality of the
pupils, their intellectual capacities, their attitude or
motivation towards learning. These are all matters

which have been investigated by educational
psychologists and some aspects of them at least
are now describable, measurable and controllable."

(Corder 1975:9).
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Inthe Collins dictionary " reaching practice is a period that a student teacher spends

teaching at a school as part of his or her training."
Mahmoud and Husain (2012: 167) consider teaching practice " a//

the activities and experiences which are prepared and organized in the student
teacher’s educational programme to fit the teaching profession. It deals with the

practical side of the educational process where interaction berween
students and teachers takes place. It is, also, designed ro
provide opportunities for teacher students to apply the
concepts, principles and theories. Hence, teaching practice
constitutes the organized practical programme
performed by teacher students at schools under the
supervision of a commission of their professors in
collaboration with the teachers in schools of application.

2.2. Significance of Teaching Practice

From the above definitions, one can infer that teaching practice is of paramount
importance in the educational field. It plays a significant factor in the competence of the
future teacher. Teaching practice contributes greatly in preparing student teachers to be
well qualified in their profession. The graduates cannot be good teachers unless they

have gained enough practice in practical teaching.

Itsimportance liesin the objectives thatit seeks to attain and achieve. It tries to lessen
the gap between theory and practice and is considered the cornerstone of the teacher's
preparation programmes and prepares the student teacher for the teaching profession.
It works to provide the trainee teachers with skills in a better and organized manner.

Through teaching practice training, the student teacher learns to prioritize his/ her
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4. Canthe student teacher build certain relationships with the teachers and

administrative staff in the school within the short period?

5. Canthe supervisor fairly assess the student teacher in all language skills,

especially when s/he has a number of students to assess?

2.Literature Review

The purpose of teaching practice training is to provide the student teacher with
an opportunity to apply his/ her pedagogical knowledge and skills in practice to have
a perfectly qualified English teacher. A successful teacher can easily transfer
information to his/ her students, build effective rapport with the students, good
relationships with his colleagues and administrative staff, and is able to keep up with

new inventions and information in the learning/ teaching domain.

2.1. Definition of Teaching Practice
Itis defined in the Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching and Applied

Linguistics(2006) as " practice teaching also practicum, teaching practice

(in teacher education) opportunities provided for a student teacher to gain teaching
experience, usually through working with an experienced teacher — the cooperating
teacher- for a period of time by teaching that teachers class. Practice teaching
experiences may include, microteaching, teaching an individual lesson from time to
time, or regular teaching over a whole term or longer, during which the studentteacher
has direct and individual control over a class. Practice teaching is intended to give
student teachers experience of classroom teaching, an opportunity to apply the
information and skills they have studied in their teacher education programme, and a

chance to acquire basic teaching skills."

Harmer (2007: 396) states that " /earner training is a first step on the road to self-
directed learning." In the free dictionary, teaching practice is defined as " a temporary
period of teaching in a school undertaken under supervision by a person who is training

to become a reacher.
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regarding the research six questions, and to offer suggestions to officials in order to

improve teaching practice training.

Introduction

Teaching practice is a vital period of learning and training in the life of students
of colleges of education. Teaching practice is the threshold in the professional future
of ateacher. Itis supposed that graduates have gained enough theoretical
understanding in the field of teaching during their learning, and they can put into
effect the information while they are practicing the teaching in different schools. In
the Faculty of Education -Janzour, trainee teachers carry out teaching practice training
during the last learning semester only; however, "Part of a good teachers art is the
ability to adopt a number of different roles in the class, depending on what the
students are doing." (Harmer, 2007: 25). This short period of practice does not seem to
be sufficient for a competent teacher of English since "the best teacher is the teacher
who devises classroom methods and techniques that derive from a comprehensive

knowledge of the rotal process of language learning.” (Brown, 1980: 208)

The focus of the present study concerns the teaching practice training conducted
by the students of the English department in the College of Education -Janzour. The

main question which arouses considerable interest is:

Is the period of one semester of teaching practice training appropriate for prospective

graduates of faculties of education to be good teachers?
This appropriateness can be explained in the following questions.
1. Are the semester weeks long enough for the observation?

2. Does the student teacher have the opportunity to transfer the theoretical

learning into practice within this short period of training?

3. Canthe student teacher discover his/ her strengths and weaknesses during the

short period of training?
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to shed light upon the importance

and effectiveness of teaching practice training for students of faculties (colleges) of
education in general, and for students of English Department in the Faculty of
Education — Janzour in particular. The main focus of the study is on the shortage of
time provided for this significant component of the educational process, and the
obstacles which prevent the student teacher from getting effective training. In addition
to his knowledge about this topic, the researcher conducted a questionnaire which
contained six YES/ NO questions, and a section where the participants, in this study,
had the chance to express their opinions. The participants were twenty prospective
graduate students in the Department of English in the Faculty of Educationin Janzour.
The collected data were analyzed to explore the participants’ different viewpoints
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