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Research Summary
Citizen journalism and its impact on professional journalism

We have seen in many local and international events the absence of
press coverage by the official and private media in some of the
coverages, and their reliance on the citizen to obtain many details about
these events, as the traditional professional media’s dependence on the
citizen has been repeated more than once, especially when it comes to
natural disasters and conflicts. military and other events.

Where media and communication experts and some studies expect that
citizenship journalism will threaten the profession of journalism in
general, by laying off many journalists from their media institutions,
similar to what Newsweek did, which turned from a paper magazine to an
electronic magazine and many pages were devoted to media content. It



was prepared by citizens, after which it terminated the contracts of a
number of its journalists.

Hence, the main problem of the research lies in the following main
question: Does citizen journalism threaten the future of the professional
journalism profession?

The other sub-questions are: What is citizenship journalism? Is Citizen
Journalism a Threat to the Journalism Profession? Is citizen journalism a
major source of fake and false news, especially on social media?

After analyzing and interpreting many researches that talk about this
subject, the researcher reached several results, the most important of
which is that there is no specific definition of citizenship journalism, and
there are those who call it names other than this common name, and also
many studies confirm that citizenship journalism is such a big source for
many false and fake misleading news, especially in the absence of the
role of the gatekeeper and the absence of laws governing the work of the
citizen journalist. In the end, the researcher came to the fact that
citizenship journalism is an important source of news for professional
journalism, and that in the near future it will pose a danger to professional
journalism, especially in the spread of the Internet and social networking
sites widespread.
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