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Abstract

This study examines the geopolitical consequences of water scarcity in the Middle East
through a multidimensional analysis of political and social impacts and regional conflicts.
The Middle East is the world's most water-stressed region, hosting 16 out of 25 countries with
the highest levels of water stress globally (Carnegie Endowment, 2024). The findings indicate
that water scarcity serves as a primary driver of geopolitical tensions, being used as a tool for
political dominance and economic pressure. The study reveals multilevel impacts including
erosion of political legitimacy, forced migration, and local community conflicts. The research
concludes that conflicts over shared water basins, particularly the Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
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and the Tigris-Euphrates basins, represent potential flashpoints for regional conflicts. The
results emphasize the necessity of transitioning from traditional water management
approaches to a comprehensive cooperative framework based on water diplomacy and
innovative technical solutions to ensure regional stability.

Keywords: Water scarcity, Geopolitics, Middle East, Conflict, Water security, international
relations
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