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The Annona Tax in the Roman Empire: A Study of Its Chronological
Development and Geographical Expansion (from the Republican Era to the
Fourth Century AD)

Dr. Intisar Imran Abdullah Rahouma

Abstract

This study examines the "Annona" tax system in Ancient Rome ae a
pioneering model of sophisticated economic organization and a strategic
mechanism for  ensuring food security, social control, and famine
prevention. Utilizing a historical- analytical methodology, the research
traes the system's evolution through its primary phases, beginning with
foundation through its primary phases, beginning with the foundational
reforms of Gaius Gracchus and its subsequeuent institutionalization under
Emperor Augustus. The study emphasizes the logistical dimensions by
highlighting the of provinces like Sicily and Sardinia , and analyzing the
responsibilities of officials overseeing transport and storage operations.
furthermore, it explores the structural transformations under Emperor
Caracalla and crises encountered during the 3™ and 4™ centuries AD ,
ultimately concluding with the political and social implications of this
taxation system on the Empire’s stability.

Keywords : Ancient Rome , Annona Tax, Food Securty, Gaiu Gracchus,

Transport and storage, political stability.
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