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Abstract

The study started with introducing the concept of hospital library among other
libraries, and the difference between it and Medical Library, and its history, and
its evolution through the ages, and recognizing its importance , functions and the
information services that it provides for patients, showing the patients' needs for
these services, Also showing the responsible departments for hospitals libraries,
and their programs and activities of health awareness and how patients can
benefit from them and satisfy their needs, The appropriate specializations of the
libraries' employees to achieve their purposes, and concluding that the current
status of Tripoli public hospital's libraries, the lack of information services
provided to patients, is caused by the lack of staff that know the role of the
hospital library, If any services found the information service absence was
because of the library's poor potentials in general, and the status of its
information source provided for patients, and the lack of qualified employees for
providing these services, The study recommended to raise awareness among all
employees in hospital libraries about the importance of informational services
provided for patients, with focusing on international standards of the hospital
library's building design, and providing a budget for each library, also providing
reading tools for patients, and providing the libraries with information sources
that serve the patients or connecting the hospital libraries' with public libraries,
and supplying the patients' rooms with the world wide web, also establishing
specialized medical sites in Arabic to provide information services, and training
the employees of hospital's libraries in providing services such as reading
guidance and Bibliotherapy.
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