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Introduction

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and
may He shower the most complete peace and blessing on
His Messenger, the mercy to all mankind, his family,
Companions and those who follow him with good till the
Day of Resurrection.

Praise be to Allah Who has safeguarded this nation
and protected its religion and Book from alteration,
distortion, and tampering in fulfillment of His statement:
“It is We Who has revealed this Qur’an and We will
protect it” (Hijr:9).

Since fourteen centuries ago Islam has distinguished
itself from the other religions, because of its solid religious
beliefs and pure way whilst accommodating various
cultures and customs without that detracting from its roots
and principles in the least. That would not have been the
case if it was not for the guidance, and success from Allah
as well as His support for this religion through divinely
guided scholars knowledgeable about the general intent of
the shari‘ah and the Qur’anic and hadith texts.

During his lifetime shaykh ‘Isa al - Fakhiri, may the

Almighty Allah bestow His mercy on him, played an
important role in calling people towards Allah and
rectifying the religious understanding of the multitudes of
Muslims in his native country Libya. One of his early
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students at the Islamic University in the city of Bayda’
describes him as a beacon in Libya with people consulting
him regarding matters of Islamic jurisprudence (figh) and
also other diverse religious questions. He was not only a
scholar of the city of Ijdabiya, but also a scholar of the
whole of Libya. Even though he has not gained
international fame this can largely be attributed to his own
dislike of fame. Various other factors, that we will mention
later, have further caused that his knowledge has not been
recorded. But his students and contemporaries of his town
where he has exerted his influence know his true status.
Nothing is more indicative of this than the widespread
knowledge of his efforts to reform the heretical beliefs
prevalent amongst the Bedouin community in his native
city of Ijdabiya.

Discussing the religious scholars and pious persons
increases faith and instills strong resolve and patience for
the performance of religious duties in the soul, and brings
comfort to the heart more than the investigation into issues
of jurisprudence and legal theory. Regarding this, Imam
Abu Hanifa has stated: “I prefer the anecdotes of the
scholars to issues of jurisprudence, because that is an
account of their ethics and manners. That is because when
the Almighty Allah related the stories of some of his
prophets to the Messenger (p.b.u.h.) he concluded with the
following verse: “They are the ones Allah has guided, so
be guided by their guidance”. The poet states:
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So, imitate them if you are not like them imitating the
viticulturist leads to success.

Libya has attained its own status within the great
Islamic world. The historians mention that the complete
Arabization and Islamization of North Africa occurred in
the eleventh century that was facilitated by the migrating
tribes of Hilal and Sulaym and what is historically known
as the migration of the Hilalis. These tribes were
responsible for bringing with them the social, economic
and political structure of Libya.

The scholars of the past century have played a major
role to correct the wrong beliefs prevalent amongst the
laity. Many innovations have started to become
widespread [in society] such as building structures over
graves and designating it as shrines to be visited;
slaughtering sacrifices at them, and drawing closer to their
occupants by means of vows and supplications. This
caused the scholars of the sunnah to observe these new
innovations and they clarified the truth [regarding them]
with wisdom and good exhortation to the laity so they can

abandon these practices. Our great teacher, shaykh ‘Isa al -

Fakhiri played a major role in this regard and we will try to
highlight this during the course of this work. We ask the
Almighty Allah to grant us success May the blessings of
Allah be upon our master, Muhammad, his family and
Companions. And all praise is due to Him.
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