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Abstract

In the last few decades, the word has been undergoing radical changes in various aspects of economic,
political, cultural and social life as a result of scientific progress and advanced technology. But the transition from
an industrial economy based around factories to a post-industrial economy based around information technology
and electronic flows of information and knowledge has been one of the major feature distinguishing modernity from
post—-modernity.

The various classical theorists produced ideas about modernity that in some ways shared similar assumptions.
But since the 1970s, there has been a widespread sense among many social theorists, reflecting perceptions in
wider society, that the version of modernity we have today is in important ways different from the version of
modernity the classical theorists tried to understand. A major past of social theory over the last forty years or so
have involved trying to determine what this new modernity looks like and what it should be called. Terms that have
been coined in this regard include past-modernity, late modernity, liquid modernity, and
globalized modernity.

It was argued that the understanding of these new conditions would mean embracing new properly post—
modern ways of thinking and seeing in order to see what was happening. By the early 2000s post—-modernism and
post—-modernity had themselves come to be seen by many as rather dated concepts .

In this paper, | will first examine the various contexts from which post-modernist thinking derived and took
inspection. Then | look at two of the main post-modernist thinkers and their distinctive views and what past-
modernism and post-modernity are especially Jean— Francois Lyotard and Zygmunt Bauman. By reviewing the
claims of the post-modernists, we can move towards an understanding of what today may be more useful to
sociology and to our society, and see if we can avoide being squeezed between unity and fragmentation as a tribal
society living in a globalized post-modern world.

Keywords: Modernity, sociology, liquid modernity, social change, postmodernism.
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