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The Effectiveness of Behavioral Counseling Programs for
Developing Social Skills among Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children
in a Number of Special Education Centers in Tripoli

ABSTRACT:

The study aimed to identify the effectiveness of a behavioral counseling program for developing social
skills among deaf and hard-of-hearing children, and to discover the extent to which the impact of this
program continues on the study sample after a period of time has passed since the program was
implemented, with a sample of (40) deaf and hard-of-hearing children attending a number of Special
Education Centers in Tripoli. The study used the experimental method to achieve its goals. It also used a
social skills test and a behavioral counseling program to develop social skills among deaf and hard of
hearing children as a tool for the study. It also used a number of statistical methods, including the arithmetic
mean, the standard deviation, the Pearson correlation coefficient, and the Alpha-Cronbach reliability, the
Mann-Whitty test, the t-test, and the Wilcoxon test. The results of this study resulted in the presence of
statistically significant differences between the average ranks of the scores of the experimental and control
groups in the post-measurement on the social skills test in favor of the experimental group, and the presence
of statistically significant differences between the average ranks of the scores The experimental group on
the social skills test before and after implementing the program was in favor of the post-measurement, and
there were no statistically significant differences between the average ranks of the experimental group’s
scores on the social skills test in the post- and post-measurements, which indicates the effectiveness of the
behavioral counseling program followed in this study.

Keywords: Social skills, Deaf people, Special education, Tripoli, Hearing impaired.
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