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Linguistic Triangulation Strategy Among Ancient Arab Scholars-
Tohfat Alagran in What was Read with Three Readers of Qur’an

ABSTRACT:

The ancient Arab scholars used multiple strategies to teach the language, and the idea of analogy to the
eloquent language in which the Holy Qur’an was revealed dominated the minds of linguists to transmit and
teach the language. Sibawayh established the rules of grammar and morphology to enable the language
learner to use analogy to the eloquent model upon which the targeted Arab tribes gathered to extrapolate it.
, The fascination of Arabic scholars with this book led to the downplaying of other attempts that sought to
standardize the language and transmit it to serve its learner in many aspects. One of these attempts is
Qatrub’s attempt in his Triangles, with which he aimed for the learner to master the language by combines
words with the same root, which differ only in the movement of their fa’, and some of those who came after
him tried to expand its circle by including the triangles of the word ‘ayn, the fa’ and the initial lam of non-
triple nouns. The development of this art did not stop at this point, but it also included the triangular
vocabulary in Qur’anic Qeraate. to enable the memorizer of the Qur’an to collect these Qeraate. in an easier
way, and what these triangles achieve is that they form mini-dictionaries in the memory of the one who
memorizes them. They are one of the most important mnemonic strategies. Which helps to store information
in the student’s mind, and retrieve it when needed, thus contributing to the transfer and learning of the
language, but it has not found as much popularity as other language learning strategies since its appearance.
To fill the literature with things that are burdensome for the student to acquire, similarly, in recent times,
there have been no equals to it from Arabic teaching scholars except similar attempts in teaching foreign
languages. Therefore, this study draws the attention of Arabic language teachers to use this strategy in our
educational institutions by urging its use and benefit from it.

Keywords: Strategy, Linguistic triangulation, Tohfat Alagran, Teaching Arabic Language.
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