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Close Test and Readability of the Arabic Language Textbook
Prescribed to Fifth-Grade Students in Basic Education

ABSTRACT:

This study aimed to measure the readability of the Arabic language textbook prescribed for fifth-grade

students in the basic education stage. It also sought to determine the impact of the student's gender on the
level of readability and to identify the order of the texts in the book according to their readability levels. To
achieve these objectives, a Cloze test was developed and applied to three randomly selected texts from the
book, which had not been previously studied by the sample members. To ensure the representativeness of
the three chosen texts, they were presented to a committee of evaluators, including educational supervisors,
Arabic language teachers, and curriculum specialists from the Faculty of Education. The test was
administered to a random sample of 161 students, consisting of 78 males and 83 females, from fifth-grade
students for the 2023-2024 academic year in schools under the supervision of the Education and Teaching
Monitoring in Zawiya.
The results revealed that 64% of the students fell into the frustration level, 12% into the instructional level,
and 24% into the independent level. It was also found that there was no statistically significant effect
attributed to the gender variable on the level of readability, and that the reading texts in the book were
arranged according to their readability levels. Based on the findings, the study recommended the necessity
of training teachers both before and during service on modern methods for teaching the Arabic language,
and preparing textbooks according to educational standards to accommodate individual differences among
students.).

Keywords: Cloze test, Readability, Arabic language textbook.
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