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Analytical Study of the Reality of Educational School Counseling in the
Palestinian Public Schools
Abstract:

The study aims to analyze the reality of educational counseling school
in the Palestinian public schools, by recognizing the reality of the practical
application of the functions of the school counselor, and the obstacles
he/she faces in performing these tasks.

The study used the content analysis methodology. The sample
consisted of desk studies and field studies earlier, data and statistics
available at the General Administration of Guidance and Special Education
at the Ministry of Education and Higher Education of Palestine. The most
important findings of the study: consensus on the importance of the tasks
carried out by the counselor school, whether for the student or for the body
teaching or administrating, and the presence of an increasing need for the
existence of a counselor in the schools, the most important obstacles
facing the counseling school when performing its tasks: not being up to
date through training, lack of incentives, multi-tasking. The study
concluded several recommendations; The most important is the provision
of a counselor for each school, and to provide a private room for

counseling.

Keywords: Counseling, Counselors, Education, School.
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Science curricula for primary stage in Saudi Arabia from an Islamic
perspective
Abstract:

This study aimed to analysis and evaluation the Content of curricula of
science in primary stage in Saudi Arabia from an Islamic Perspective which
includes (10) criteria. So the instrument of content analysis was used.

The study showed (4) criteria were absent from the proposed Islamic
Perspective, and there were (116) Islamic element in science curricula
(Student book, activity book, teacher book).

Also the study revealed that the Islamic Perspective was not clear with
both in the elements of science curricula, or in the classes, or in the nature
of scientific topics.

The study recommended the need to focus on Islamic Perspective during
Design of science curricula. And suggested further studies to analyze and
evaluate the science curricula from the Islamic Perspective at different
stages.

Key words:

Science curricula, Islamic perspective.
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Abstract:

This study aimed mainly to identify the e-learning as a starting point for
building knowledge society in Sudan, and that is based on answering the
main question of the study, which is: How can activate the e-learning in the
educational environment to achieve knowledge society in Sudan?

To achieve the objectives of the study and answer its questions, the
researchers have used the descriptive analytical method to describe and
analyze the literature on the subject of study.

The study has come to a number of recommendations, the most
important are:
- The scientific and technological progress impose itself on Sudanese
society, so the society follow that through the pursuit of change in
education, scientific research and technological advances in the methods of
Sudanese society.
- Prepare a national strategy for e-learning in order to expand its use in
various stages of education base and through the utilization of various
modern means, and the World experience similar a successful in the
educational process leading to contribute to building a knowledge society.
- Review traditional educational system, modern and develop, and open the
door to support modern educational patterns.
- The use of modern techniques in the teaching, learning resource centers,
and the transition to work on the technical production instead of importing
it.

- Provide continuous training courses in the areas of the use of modern
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technologies in teaching and research for faculty members in universities on
one hand, and for the students during their studies on the other.
Key words:

Electronic Learning, Knowledge society, educational environment,

knowledge economy modern technologies.
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Summary:

This Research aims to present and analyze some of the theoretical data
and the results of local and foreign field studies, in order to illustrate the
importance of studying patterns of health behavior and attitudes towards it,
as it is the behavior of health an essential role in the disease, as it is a key
factor in improving health, and to provide support therapeutic and health
education in the early stages of the disease, is less expensive for submission
in the late stages of the emergence of complications and the deteriorating
health situation, and the method witch is better than all of this, is the
prevention, meaning stop risky behavior or modify it, instead of the

treatment of diseases.
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Administrative transparency among the leaders of the University of
Benghazi in the light of some of the variables

The overarching purpose of this study is to discover the level of
commitment to administrative transparency with leaders at the University of
Benghazi, in their view. This was accomplished through the examination of
two main aims: firstly, to examine the level of commitment to transparency
administrative with leaders at the University of Benghazi, from their point
of view; Secondly, to examine if there are any differences in the
commitment to administrative transparency by leaders at the University of
Benghazi level attributable to the study variables of gender, age, educational
qualification, professional experience, and administrative level.

The data collection tool consisted of one main dimension including a
questionnaire distributed to all leaders at the University of Benghazi during
(2013-2014) included all the community of (145) leaders at the University
of Benghazi and questionnaires were handed out and collected in person by
the researchers. The response rate was (116) completed questionnaires
collected in addition to (29) forms that were returned without being
completed. The questionnaire included three fields: Firstly, the field of
administrative information system with (12) items, Secondly, the field of
administrative communication with (13) items, and thirdly, the field of
administrative Accountability with (21) items, then the questionnaire
included (46) items. All statistical analyses of the data were accomplished
using the statistical package for the social sciences (SPSS) software (version
16).

As will be revealed in the presentation of findings provided later in this

study, the level of commitment to administrative transparency with leaders

-255-



at the University of Benghazi overall was considered to be high at all the
fields of the study, which included the field of administrative information
system, the field of administrative communication, and the field of
administrative Accountability, However, there were no differences in the
level of commitment to administrative transparency with leaders at the
University of Benghazi according to such factors as gender, age group,
educational qualification, professional experience; and there were no
differences in the level of commitment to administrative transparency with
leaders at the University of Benghazi according to the field of
administrative level.
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Ctenodactylus gundi
Anatomical and Histological Study of Ctenoductylus gundi’s Foot Pads.
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Abstract:

Gundi (Ctenodactylus gundi) is a territorial rodent, adults regularly
scent-mark their territory by foot pad-rubbing, mainly on burrow entrances
and along boundaries. Anatomical and histological studies of the cutaneous
glands were conducted on the foot pads of adult wild gundi from Japle
Nafosa in Libya, in order to find a correlation between skin gland
morphology and specific behavioral patterns. Histological examination was
done using routine microtechnique and hematoxylin and eosin (H&E) stain.

The gross morphology and histological sections of the foot pad in this
study demonstrated, respectively, that the skin of toes and the metatarsal
area possess large bulges, which are completely hairless. The skin in the
foot pad of gundi has a thick stratum corneum (SC) and is densely
populated by specific eccrine sweat glands and as well as few pilosebaceous
units (modified holocrine sebaceous glands) which are not associated with
hairs. The eccrine skin glands consist of coiled tubular secretory portions
and coiled ducts. The wall of the secretory part is composed of cuboidal
glandular cells (two types: clear and dark cells) and myoepithelial cells;
whereas the walls of the ducts are composed of stratified cuboidal epithelial
tissue.

This study suggests that the secretory product of the eccrine cutaneous
glands together with the secretion of the sebaceous glands seems to improve
the scent marking (chemical communication) by the foot pad, which has

important ecological and social impact to the wild gundi.
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Survey of the incidence and severity of wilt disease on olive (Olea
europaea. L) in some Northwest region of Libya

Abstract:

This study was conducted on olive wilt disease which was recently
distributed in Libya causing serious economic losses. The results of field
survey of the olive orchards in several areas of Northwest of Libya included
(Garboli, Msallata, Tarhuna and Khoms) showed that, the disease was found
in Khoms and Tarhuna and not recorded in Msallata and Garboli.
Verticillium dahliae. Kleb and Phialophora cyclaminis were found causing
the disease in Khoms area whereas only Phialophora cyclaminis caused the

disease in Tarhuna.

Percentage of positive isolates in Khoms and Tarhuna were 0.041%,
0.53%, respectively. This study also showed that the average incidence and
severity of V. dahliae. Kleb in the region of Khoms was 0.96% and 0.035.
However, the isolate of P. cyclaminis was 6.19% and 0.021, while in
Tarhuna was reached the average incidence and severity of 3.60% and

0.076, respectively.
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which may negate the validity of this technique in terms of decreasing the
number of hesitations by repetition.

3- Studies should be held on classroom oral activities that aspire to develop
fluency levels of university students such as; student-student and student-

teacher interactions.
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and abilities. Although students have gone through a psychological
effectiveness that was put in consideration by the researchers, they experienced
courage, confidence and self-esteem. In contrast, there were negative influences
such as anxiety, stress, tongue tied and distraction. These states partly influence
students’ fluency variables particularly hesitation, repetition and grammar
mistakes. To summarize, the most significant outcomes of the current research
were that environment and lack of opportunities to acquire and learn English in
the current context limits the opportunities to acquire the language to reach

automatization ending with proficient fluency performance.

Recommendations:

Accordingly, the following recommendations have been categorized to three
main sections as listed: Firstly, practical classroom strategies should be
developed to enhance speaking skill. Also, using a tested and efficient
interactional ‘oral activities’ such as teachers-student and student-student
interactions. Secondly, teaching English should be introduced into early stages
‘critical period’ could be beneficial for future proficiency. In order to improve
Libyan English language university students’ oral fluency to the desired level;
investigations and researches must be held in this topic to complement our

findings. The researchers suggest the following topics for any future research:

1- Similar investigation should be held on Libyan English teachers to measure
their fluency variable and how it might influence students’’ fluency level.

2- In this research hesitation readings using 4, 3, 2 technique showed no sign
of improvement on students’ fluency level, rather there was neutral results

throughout the research. This section should be investigated separately,
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of each sample. Also it reveals correlative relations between variables of
fluency measures. This indicator was taken by optical evaluation of readings in
order to summarize our findings. Plus sign (+) refers to increasing while mines
sign (-) refers to decreasing. The second application (Appendix three) reveals
the applied readings relate to pausing duration in each delivery of the six
samples. This reading indicates the time spent talking per 100 words, also the

pause loosed time taken to produce these 100 words (Readings are in seconds).

Conclusion:

This research was conducted to evaluate oral fluency of Libyan English
Language University Students. The mixed method (interviews and
questionnaires) were used to collect data and investigate the fluency level of
Libyan students. Stratified sampling techniques were used to choose research
sample, six students were chosen randomly from different universities. The
criteria of fluency readings analysis was according to 4, 3, 2 technique and the
following points were concluded. Firstly, first deliveries of each sample were a
major sign of limited oral abilities of Libyan students. Secondly, Libyan
students were able to improve their oral performance shortly by an instructional
repetition task (4, 3, 2 technique). This proves that it is applicable and valid for
long-term fluency development. Thirdly, fluency speed of Libyan students was
near to slow British interview rates. Fourthly, grammar accuracy and self-
correction improved dramatically with a good sign of proficiency. The
development of overall fluency variables throughout the technique was a clear
indication arising from this research to prove the validity and aims of this
technique, although it was the first time to be applied and tested on Libyan
English students in Libyan setting. The interviewed samples were highly

motivated to perform the task to reveal a good indication in their fluency levels
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Sample 2, was the only case that did not delivered the majority of
information from D1 into D3. S/he seemed that as having troubles in delivery,
such as memorization, making good sentence structure, grammar and lexical
mistakes. The other three samples omitted unimportant details as strategies to
fit their speeches into less time and not by changing the grammatical
constructions of the sentences. Therefore, these results indicate that 4, 3, 2
technique truly has some effect on the way information is arranged in

sentences.

Students' questionnaire results:

The students’ questionnaires revealed that 4 out of 6 students stated that they
were not fluent due to lack of knowledge (vocabularies and general
knowledge). They also stated that they lack speaking opportunities and the low
competence of language instruction (teachers) to develop fluency levels. While
4 out of 6 stated that they are fluent due to self-development. According to the
psychological state of the interviewed students were put in consideration.
Results revealed that 3 out of 6 negative psychological states such as being
tongue-tied, anxiety, stressed and distracted. On the other hand, 3 students
clarified positive states such as feeling self-esteemed, confident and encouraged

to perform.

Students' Data Evaluation:

The main argument in this section is that the outcome results of fluency
variables analysis of each samples, as illustrated above, indicates a significant
overall evaluation of Libyan students’ fluency rates that could be taken in
consideration in the following applications. Application one (See appendix

two) reveals the increasing and decreasing readings between all three deliveries

-25-



may reflect a feeling of confidence and awareness of mistakes and structures
that went wrong in the D1. This attempt of developing in their oral performance
make and may produce an efficient and accurate delivery with developing great
use of self-corrections, whereas self-correction is marked as a natural

phenomenon for an advanced English learners as Gotz (2013).

The last two deliveries were recorded the highest among all samples with
close rates to moderate native, also with well use of self-correction. They also
show a positive control of content that indicates a good impression about the
use of 4, 3, 2 technique to develop fluency level with accurate and controlled

message.( See appendix 1 for accuracy analysis)

Control of content results:

All sample realized having one major strategy, omitting pieces of
information, to fit the talk in a reduced time. They noticed adding extra
information to the first message delivered could be related to learners’ abilities
to memorize the speech and so s/he adds pieces of information to fill the time
gab rather than pausing or hesitating. The most controlled and effective
delivery among the six samples was sample 5, s/he used the same sentence
structures but with less fillers (hesitations), s/he delivered the same main ideas

in a reduced time although s/he did not complete the technique duration time.

Sample 1, also had a control on his/her contents by using complex sentences
instead of compound and simple sentences. This was the main beneficent
strategy used in 4, 3, 2 technique, which is changing the grammatical
constructions so that the same massage is presented more efficiently. This was
done by making fuller use of complex rather than compound constructions of

English in order to overcome the learner’s interlanguage.
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Avl /100w  ——Av RALCCw Av F/100w

X 100w

Figure2- Average of H, R and P/100w

Accuracy Results:

In the accuracy analysis, the researcher looked at both number of errors
from the first to the third delivery and self-corrections, the following results can
be drawn. Two of six students (sample 3 and sample 5) showed no change in
the grammar mistakes from D1—D3 although sample 5 had the least rate of
mistake among all cases also s/he tends to use self-corrections twice in his
deliveries. On the other hand, sample 3 did not have any self-corrections. Two
samples (sample 2 and 4) showed an increase in number of grammar errors
from D1—D3.Although, to some extent, they both made some self-corrections.
But the four cases did not benefit from the repetition task to improve their

accuracy levels.

Two of the six (look at sample 1 and sample 6) showed an improvement in
their grammar accuracy performance from D1—D3 with less mistakes. This

indicates that 4, 3, 2 technique did have an effect on grammar accuracy. This
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S6). Whereas, two of the students S4 and S 5 showed a negative increase in the

number of pauses per 100w.

As recognized from the fluency analysis above that S1 and S6 achieved the
highest fluency rates according to readings of words per a minute; see table 2.
But readings were quite remarkable according to the other fluency variables
where readings appears unlikeness to the achieved rates of w/m. In
hesitation/100 words, student one rates were relatively high in all deliveries.
The range of hesitations was (7-12 H/100w). Although other samples had lower
readings than sample 1 (less than 7H/100) the lowest positive rate recorded by
sample 3(4H/100w). S1 showed a negative increase from D1—D2. Then an
increase in the hesitation number in D3 is clear where it was the best
performance among the three deliveries of S1. Student two rates were also high
and was (5-13 H/100w). This showed a negative increase from D1—D2, also a
continued increase with a higher hesitation rate in D2—D3. As long as the
repetitions average; there was a negative increase in both D1 —-D2 and D2—D3
as: D1=1.25 —D2=2.6—D3=1.5. the major negative increase of repetition is
20%. Student 2 was more noticed with a negative increasing of repetition act.
Although D1—-D2 showed a relative decrease, on the other hand from DI,
D2—D3 repetitions increased with a percentage of 5.25% negatively. For the
last level of analysis, pauses per minute, student one rates were higher than
higher than student two (ranged from 6 to 21 sec per 100w) although student
one achieved a positive decrease from D1—D2 and from D2—D3. Student 2
rates were relatively high (ranged from 13.5 to17 second per100w). In spite of
his/her major progress in D1—D3, there was a negative increase from D1—D2

where D2 rate was 17s/100w. See figure 2 below.
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1h 2h 3h 4h 5h 6h | 7h | 8h 9h

Sample1 | 15 6 9 21 8 14 9 8 10

Sample2 | 18 14 11 12 26 19 | 21| 12 12

Sample3 | 24 16 17 18 28 11 | 10 | 16 13

Sample 4 | 11 10 12 8 15 7 9 16 15

Sample6 | 11 12 20 14 17 18 | 16 | 10 17

Pauses
15.8 | 11.6 | 13.8 | 14.6 | 18.8 | 13.8 | 13 | 124 | 134
Average

Table 8- Reveals average Pauses per 100w

The average pauses of students P/100w is 14 second /100w. According to
Gotz (2013) ratings of pauses for native and native English speaker revealed
these readings and indications as illustrated:

- Micro pauses (short unfilled pauses of less than 0,2 seconds).
- Hesitation Unfilled pauses (pause between 0.3-0.4 seconds)
- Silence pauses (last between 0.5-3 seconds)

Native-like fluency presents norms of pause duration, frequency, and

distribution of the first two pauses throughout language production where the

last is considered not native like.

Therefore the average of students’ pauses /100w indicates that it was non-
native like oral performance. Accordingly, the average P/100w increases than
the maximum native natural pausing about 4.6 times. Four of six students

showed a positive decrease in the number of pauses per 100w as (S1, S2, S3,
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The number of repetition perl00w of the students' deliveries ranged from
(OR/100w to 7R/100w). The average Repetition per 100 words for all samples

for all completed minutes of deliveries shown in the table 7

1h | 2h | 3h | 4h | 5h | 6h | 7h | 8h | 9h

Sample 1 0 2 1 2 0 5 3 1 2

Sample 2 2 3 2 1 0 3 1 0 1

Sample 3 0 1 3 0 2 0 2 0 1

Sample 4 2 0 3 3 5 0 4 4 2

Sample 6 4 5 5 5 1 5 6 7 3

Repetitions
16 | 22 | 28 | 22 | 16 | 26 | 3.2 | 24 | 1.8
Average

Table 7- reveals repetitions per 100w.

Readings (table 7) revealed that the average R/100w of students is 2.3
R/100w of the performances. Three of six students showed a positive decrease
in the number of repetitions per 100w (S2, S5, and S3). The other three students
showed a negative increase of repetition per 100w as (S1, S2 and S6)

» Pauses per 100 word:

The number of pauses per 100w of the total deliveries ranged from 7s/100w

to 28s/100w. The average pauses per 100 words for all samples for all

completed minutes of deliveries shown in the table 8 below:-
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The table below shows the rate of hesitation (H) per 100 words ranged from:
(4H/100w to 19 H/100w). See table 6 below

1h 2h 3h 4h 5h 6h 7h | 8h | 9h
Sample 1 11 8 12 10 10 12 10 7 10
Sample 2 7 9 12 9 13 11 6 8 10
Sample 3 10 5 5 5 8 4 5 6 6
Sample 4 15 19 16 10 15 15 10 18 9
Sample 6 9 9 13 5 11 11 7 9 13

Hesitations
104 | 10 116 | 78 | 114 | 106 | 7.6 | 9.6 | 9.6 J.&
Average

Table 6- Hesitations per 100 words

The average hesitation per 100 words revealed is 9.8. The fact that hesitation
(filled pauses) in a repetition task is of dys-fluency. Non-fluent English
language learner is evident in frequent pauses, repetitions, and hesitation in the
learner oral performance. From the table above-6- we found a negative
indicator: the average hesitation per 100 words of students was 9.8 H/100w.
This reading indicates that Libyan average w/m is less than slow native average
byl13.2 w/m therefore they are slower than the slowest native English speaker
proportion of 11% to reach a native like performance. Four of six students had
a positive decrease in the number of hesitations per 100w as (S1, S2, S4 and
S5). Only, two of the students showed a negative increase of hesitations per

100w as (S3, S6). See table 6.
» Repetition per 100 word:
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Delivery 1 Delivery 2 Delivery 3

ml m2 m3 m4 m5 mé m7 m8 m9

Samplel | 130 109 102 115 136 110 105 113 115

Sample2 | 119 93 106 77 92 115 | 120 | 110 | 116

Sample3 | 87 107 79 101 85 91 114 | 107 83

Sample4| 103 | 100 | 105 | 108 | 101 | 113 | 108 | 103 | 108

Sample5| 98 112 - - 118 56 - 120 79

Sample6 | 111 929 91 114 | 102 | 120 | 107 145 | 131

Table 5- reveals students W/m readings which reached British fluency Rates

Only S1, S2, S5 and S6 had achieved a native average rates performance in

a certain delivery (D) of a certain minute (m) as demonstrated in the chart

below:
Slow B.R Moderately slow B range 120 to 160
Sample
120w/m w/m
S1 - D1-m1-130 w/m;D2,m2-136w/m
S2 D2-m3-10w/m -
S5 D3-m1-120w/m -
S6 D2-m2-120w/m D3-m1-145w/m;D3-m2-131w/m

S1 achieved the highest rate among all six students to reach a rate of 145w/m

» Hesitation per 100 word:
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m

— Av W/m

Figurel- Average W/m

From the table above we found a negative indicator: the average word per
minute (w/m) of students was 106.8 w/m. This reading indicates that Libyan
average w/m 1is less than slow native average byl3.2 w/m (see table 4).
Therefore, Libyan students are slower than the slowest native English speaker
proportion of 11% to reach a native like performance. Four of six students
increased the number of words per minute as in (S2, S3, S4, and S6). Student
one (S1) showed a stability in words pronounced per minute in both deliveries.
Student five (S5) showed a decrease of average number of words per minutes.
The majority (87%) of the student as shown in [Table 4] shows students
fluency level according to the number of words per minute was a non-native

like fluency performance; less than 120 w/m.
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Table 3- Students’ fluency measurements
Fluency Results:
Based on the data collected, the main outcome of overall fluency
performance of all samples is observed by looking at delivery 1(D1) and

delivery 3 (D3).

» Words per minute

In the 5 samples, the rate of word per minutes ranged from: (56w/m to145w/m)

T m2 m3 m4d m5 | m6 | m7 | m§ | m9
Sample | 131 100 | 102 | 11 | 136 | 110 | 105 | 13 | 115
1 0 5
Sal;lple 191 93 | 106 77 | 92 | 115 | 120 | 110 | 116
Sar;lple 87 | 107 | 79 110 85 91 | 114 | 107 | 83
Sample § 101150 1105 | 19 101 | 113 | 108 | 103 108
4 3 8
Sample § 111 g5 o1 | X1 02 | 120 | 107 | 145 | 131
6 1 4
Words 1 47 | 101. | 96. | 10 | 103. | 109. | 110. | 115. | 110.
Average | 0| 6 | 6 [ 3| 2 8 g 6 6

Table 4- The average per minute
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W/m [ H/100w | R/100w | PS/100w [ W/m [ H/100w [ R/100w | PS/100w | W/m [ H/100w | R/100w | PS/100w
130 11 0 15 136 10 0 8 113 7 1 8
109 8 2 6 110 12 5 14 115 10 2 10
P
g 102 12 1 9 105 10 3 9 - - - -
@
115 10 2 21 - - - - - - - -
119 7 2 18 92 13 0 26 110 8 0 12
- 93 9 3 14 115 11 3 19 116 10 1 12
2
g 106 12 2 11 120 6 1 21 - - - -
@
77 9 1 12 - - - - - - - -
87 10 0 24 85 8 2 28 107 6 0 16
107 5 1 16 91 4 0 11 83 6 1 13
L2l
=
g 79 5 3 17 114 5 2 10 - - - -
@
101 - - - - - - - - - - -
103 15 2 11 101 15 5 15 103 18 4 16
- 100 19 0 10 113 15 0 7 108 9 2 15
=
g 105 16 3 12 108 10 4 9 - - - -
@
108 10 3 8 - - - E - - : :
98 10 6 13 118 10 3 18 120 5 5 16
- 112 6 5 14 56 7 2 14 79 5 3 16
L
)
g - - - - - - - - - - - -
<
wn
111 9 4 11 102 11 1 17 145 9 7 10
" 99 9 5 12 120 11 5 18 131 13 3 17
2
g 91 13 5 20 107 7 6 16 - - - -
@
114 5 5 14 - - - - - - - -
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Delivery 1 Delivery 2 Delivery 3

- Grammar Analysis, we looked at the grammar and lexical mistakes of text
we have decoded from the three speech deliveries of the six samples. We

determined and classified these mistakes such as :

e Tenses and using pronouns.
e Sentence structures
e Lexical mistakes (using inappropriate words in incorrect places)
e We also determined in the grammar Analysis sector approaches of self-corrections
that students produce to correct their grammar mistakes.
Data Analysis and Results:
After decoding six deliveries, we had counted a number of fluency
variables Table 3 shows each delivery is classified into fluency variables

mentioned earlier.
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as longer pauses. Therefore, if the mean length of fluent runs increases while
the mean pause length and word /time ratio are stable, more silent planning
time was not needed, which indicates that encoding and sentence building have
been proceduralized. Accuracy was measured by calculating the errors per 100
words for each delivery for both fluency and accuracy, the difference between
the first and third delivery was divided by the figure for the first delivery and
this was multiplied by 100 to get a percentage. Control of content was assessed
by examining the ways in which speakers reduced the material in each section

of their talk to fit the reduction in time available to deliver the talk.

Data analysis:

In order to analyze collected data, each approach conducted (Interviews and
Questionnaires) was analyzed by a separate method as illustrated:

Quantitative data ‘Questionnaires’ was described and analyzed by a
Frequency Count / Uni-variate Analysis method, and was tabulated in numbers
and was converted to percentages. Interview Data has been recorded and
formatted into written scripts and decoded. Interview data and qualitative
questions in the questionnaire data were both tabulated/formed into tables of
numbers and percentages in order to be analyzed using frequency analysis or

contents, Table 3. Qualitative Interviews for students were analyzed by:

- We applied a bivariate analysis in order to find out any connections
between variables such as (W/m) and (P/100w).

- analysis /conversational analysis this method look at patterns of speech in other

words they focus on speech performance as our own requirement in this research

- Content analysis this method is to code by content. This is done by working on

speech transcript assigning codes (number of words and pausing) within the text.
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Native-like fluency presents norms of pause duration, frequency, and
distribution of the first two pauses throughout language production where the
last is considered not native like. In general, less fluent speakers do not make
longer pauses than fluent speakers, but they do pause more often the more
pauses (unfilled pauses) there are and longer they last, the lower the fluency
values become (Sandra Gotz, 2013). Van Gelderen (1994) stated that fluency
is not about speaking fast but about pausing but about pausing at the
appropriate and less often. They tend to make pauses that last more than

3seconds.

In addition to Nation’s (1999) measurements, we suggested to apply two
calculations in order to evaluate fluency variable as the following: will reveal
the increasing and decreasing readings between all subjects. Also these
indicators were taken by optical evaluation of readings in order to summarize

our findings.

Endeavor an optical evaluation of readings. This was done by tabulating the
three deliveries for each sample, as a form of (+) and (-) indicators of
performance in each fluency variable (w/m, H/100w, R/100w and P/100) in
order to reveals correlative relations between these variables to evaluate fluency
performance.

Notion’s speech rates (word/m ‘s’) is used to indicate the total time spent
talking in a relation with the time spent pausing as: Total Time of pauses per
100 words measured in seconds (TTPs/100w), and the words /time ratio is
calculated as the percentage of time spent speaking as a proportion of the total
time taken to produce the speech sample. In theory, when proceduralization has
taken place, learners are able to produce longer fluent runs, but a speaker can

also produce longer runs by taking more time for planning, which may show up
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speech rates in native speech (interviews) | Words per minute
Fast B.R Above 250 wpm
Moderately fast B.R 210 to 250 wpm
Average B.R 160 to 210 wpm
Moderately slow B.R 120 to 160 wpm
Slow B.R Below 120 wpm

Table 2- shows ranges of average speech rate in British speech. Note (B.R stands for
“British Rates”)

Fluency is related to pause control, repetition and hesitation events during
the speech. Also knowing how to pause and hesitate (filled pauses) in a
repetition task is part of fluency characteristics to be achieved by the learners.
Hesitation items like ‘Um’, ‘Ah’ and ‘Uhm’ and repeated words as in ‘what
else what else I want to say’ is a sign of dysfluency. Non-fluent students are
evident in frequent pauses, repetitions, and hesitation in their oral performance
(Nation 1999). It could be expected that the repeated words were those that
were specifically related to the topic. For example, students speaking about
sports are likely to use words like sports, football, and score in all three
deliveries. To examine this, the number of topic-specific words per delivery
was counted. The researchers define topic-specific words as words that have a
clear semantic relationship to the topic, in that they can be expected to be used

with mostly that topic and less so with another topic in this study.

According to Nation (1999) unfilled pauses have been found to be one of the
major indicators of degree of fluency of the learner: micro pauses (short
unfilled pauses of less than 0,2 seconds), hesitation unfilled pauses (pause

between 0.3-0.4 seconds) and silence pauses (last between 0.5-3 seconds).
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Measurements:

Questionnaire data is measured using ordinal scales using arithmetic mean
to take the mode (the most frequently occurring value). On the other hand,
qualitative data were examined by studying the fluency measures and
vocabulary use across speeches in the 4, 3, 2 task. Fluency was measured by
calculating the number of words per minute spoken during each of the three
deliveries of the speech, and by calculating the number of hesitations
repetitions and false starts per 100 words for each delivery. Calculation of the
average of all fluency variables of the whole delivery duration was measured in

order to evaluate the overall performance of oral production.

Accuracy was measured by calculating the errors per 100 words for each
delivery of the talk. For both fluency and accuracy, the difference between the
first and third delivery was divided by the figure for the first delivery and this
was multiplied by 100 to get a percentage.

Control of content was assessed by examining the ways in which speakers
reduced the material in each section of their talk to fit the reduction in time
available to deliver the talk. The range of speech rates shown in the table 2
exemplifies one possible and strait forwardly clear way of describing native

speech rate (word per a minute) adapted from Gotz (2013).
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purpose of the research and an explanation of the technique were explained to
students. Students where introduced to the subject (color) needed for the
technique, then they were given a defer start time to prepare their talk without
using paper for 5 minutes. After this 5 minutes preparation, students asked to
speak for 4 minutes and then retell it twice, as close to verbatim as possible, in
3 and 2 minutes, respectively. This technique ‘4, 3, 2’ involves task time
pressure and repetition. Thus the speech deliveries are repeated immediately.

All interviews were recorded using smart phones for later transcription.

The Topic:

The topic was piloted on voluntary students of the same level of the study
sample. The topic was of general interest to the students and was not related to
their current study materials and was acceptable by the volunteers. Therefore,
the topic (color) was acceptable and chosen to be used for the study. The topic
was only introduced before first delivery for about 5-7 minutes meanwhile the
students were allowed to do mental preparation (without using pen and paper).
We gave our sample the choice either to prepare their own speech or use as
Notion (1990) recommended in his 4,3,2 technique, where he mentioned the
advantage to either put some points or hints and contents for all students to help
them arrange their ideas, or allow them to make their own notes. Based on this
recommendation, the researchers listed some ideas or contents students can talk
about, such as: colors they love/prefer on clothes, nature and its colors, colors
of food in relation to the appetites and colors of things such as cars, bedrooms

and moveable things such as animals and creatures.



Tools:

Mixed methods were used; simi-structured interviews and questionnaires,
were used to collect data. The questionnaire consisted of close- and open-ended
questions. The questionnaire consists of 5 questions/ three open-ended
questions. The open ended questions were specially designed to complete the

students' interviews.

Target Locations:

Because of the limitation mentioned, this study took place only in western
part of Libya-Tripoli, during autumn semester 2014. Table 1 shows the

universities and the number of students selected from every university:

Target Universities Questionnaires Interviews

Faculty of Education-Tripoli

o . 2 2
University-Tripoly
Faculty of Arts-Tripoli University ) )
sector B
English Language Department- ) )

Alrefaq University

Table 1- Shows the number of Participants in both questionnaires and interviews

Procedures

Permissions were taken from targeted faculties after giving them official
application issued by our main University —Arefak University. The 6 students
were selected randomly (stratified techniques) from each faculty as shown in
[Table 1]. Student interviews were conducted in quite rooms in their

universities. We first thanked the students for their cooperation, and then the



showed that classroom instructions can increase lexical retrieval speed—a
process of language production that supports fluency—even with only 10

encounters over a period of 4 weeks.

Research Methods:

The Sample:

Stratified sampling techniques were used to select the participants for this
research. Only 6 students (2 males and 4 females) were chosen according to the

following criteria; they should:

- Be exposed to English language instructions only in Libya (Learners of
English in Libyan context ),

- Have never been in classes instructed by native speakers.

- Libyan University Students in the department of English.

- Have finished listening and speaking skills modules (listening and speaking

1,2,3,and 4) in their university.

Limitations of the Research:

In carrying out this type of research a number of limitations and constraints
have been marked. Notably, the research was limited by the available time,
equipment and the current circumstances of the country such as power cut and
internet access and above all the security situation made the number of our
research participants limited. In spite of all these obstacles and circumstances,
the researchers made their best to collect real unbiased original qualitative data.
This bank of data collected would provide a trustful resource and a platform for

investigating the fluency level of Libyan students.



increase) with fluency, which may have been due to a shift of attention to
complexity. He (ibid) also stressed that there was no beneficial effect found on
a repeated task that had a different topic. Immediate repetition, on the other
hand, was shown by Lynch and Maclean (2000, 2001) to improve accuracy in

terms of phonology, vocabulary, semantic precision, and syntax.
Features of 4, 3, 2 features:

1- Time pressure may encourage students to express their ideas more quickly
and efficiently, with shorter pauses and more complex language structures.

2- Speech repetition, this papers focus, may lead to an increase in fluency,
because of advantages at several levels:

Their delivery during their planning time and while they speak. In the second
and third deliveries, they can benefit from this, which removes the need to
pause and hesitate to plan new semantic content.

Vocabulary and grammatical structures are generated not so much during pre-
task planning but in subsequent deliveries where students can benefit from
having generated content. Pauses related to lexical searches and hesitations
related to monitoring of grammar are likely to be reduced for these items.
(Perfetti, 2011: PP. 533-568).

3- Changing audience in each delivery so speakers’ attention will be on
communicating the message.

Generally, when students repeat their speech, they do not have to generate
content (semantic, grammatical, lexical), which frees up cognitive resources,
which can be used in several ways. One way of speaking more fluently is to
speak with shorter pauses and fewer hesitations, and by getting access to
different language items, such as more sophisticated, specific vocabulary and

more complex grammatical structures (Nation1989). Also, Gelderen (2002)



responsible for initiating speech, and the learnt system functions as a monitor
and in the sense edits the output of the acquired system so the fundamental
claim of the monitor hypothesis is that the learnt linguistic system is accessible
to the performer only as a monitor. General utterance are initiated by the
acquired system, our formal knowledge of the second language may be used to
alter the output of the acquired system , sometimes before and sometimes after
the utterance is produced so the learnt linguistic system has only one function,

and that is as a monitor or editor and cannot be used at all times.

The 4, 3, 2 technique:

The 4, 3, 2, technique is an instructional technique escribed by Maurice
1983 which was specifically designed for oral fluency development. This
technique requires students to speak about a given topic for 4 minutes and then
retell it twice, as close as possible, in 3 and 2 min. The 4, 3, 2 technique
involves task time pressure and repetition. Previous studies on this technique
have proved the value of this technique as an oral fluency training activity
techniques (Nation 1989; Nation 1991; Perfetti, 2011). They argued that
language learners may be fluent but grammatically inaccurate, or fluent but
lacks a wide and varied vocabulary. Alternatively, a learner may “speak
correctly but not very fluently” (Lennon 1990: 390).Gains in oral performance,
however, can be achieved through procedures that theoretically affect the
processes of fluent production. Task repetition, ‘4, 3, 2 technique’, however,
supports fluency by freeing up attention resources and speakers’ selection of
words, morphemes, and grammatical structures (Bygate, 2001; Bygate and
Samuda, 2005; Lynch and Maclean, 2001). Bygate (2001) found that repetition
affected performance even when speeches were 10 weeks apart. Complexity

was higher in the repeated tasks, but there was a negative correlation (negative



that cognitive fluency means “the efficiency of the operation of the cognitive
mechanisms underlying performance,” whereas, Performance fluency refers to
“the observable speech, fluidity and accuracy of the original performance”.
Although performance fluency is the goal of many language students, it is
highly dependending on knowledge and skills of the speaker, which are bases
for cognitive fluency. Krashen in 1985 was an important figure whose input
hypothesis once exercised powerful influence on Second Language Acquisition
(SLA). According to his input hypothesis, SLA takes place when the learner
understands the input that contains grammatical forms that are at ‘i+1’ (i.e., the
next immediate step in the development continuum). Karshen (1985:2) explains
that second languages acquired by understanding the massage, or by receiving
comprehensible input. Comprehensible input is defined as that bit of language
that is heard or read and that is slightly ahead of the learner’s current state of
grammatical knowledge (Ibid:2). In Krashen’s view, the Input Hypothesis is
central to language acquisition; FL acquisition depends on comprehensible
input. Therefore, according to him, teachers’ main role is to ensure that learners
receive comprehensible input by providing them with listening and reading
materials. Young-Scholten (1995) states that the aural input learners in a
foreign language classroom receive, is primary linguistic data and functions as
positive evidence. This input however is thus positive evidence with negative
effect in fluency when the input constitutes a comprehensible input with limited

idiomatic expressions, and limited understanding of cultural pragmatics.

Li (2003) holds that speaking remains the most difficult skill to master for
the majority of English language students in a foreign language context. Many
language students regard speaking ability as the measure of knowing a
language (Bashir, et.at., 2011). Karshen (1981) proposes that each of the

linguistic knowledge systems has specialized function, the acquired system is



Literature review:

Apparently there are four main language skills should be activated in
language learning process; listening, speaking, reading and writing. Listening
and reading are “input sources” for the language learner whereas speaking and
writing are “output production” received from social and instructional
environment. In fact, students’ mastery of language will be judged not by how
much he knows about it (input), but how well he can perform (output) in public
or under educational requirements (Alexander, 1972). Speaking fluently is a
reflection of the ability of students putting the knowledge they gained into
effective oral performance to reach a communicative competence. Lennon
(20000, 26) defined fluency as “The rapid, smooth, accurate, lucid, and
efficient translation of thought or communicative intention into language under

the temporal constraints of on-line processing”.

According to Faerch (1984), oral fluency is a relative conception, which in
FL learning means the ability a learner has to express his or her thoughts freely
and easily. Fillmore (1979, 93) referred to fluency as “the ability to fill time
with talk [...] a person who is fluent in this way does not have to stop many
times to think of what to say next or how to phrase it”. Therefore, fluency
represents the ability to speak quickly, accurately, and without undue
hesitation, then spontaneous execution of certain aspects of L2 performance
such as pronunciation, grammatical processing, and word recognition would,
by definition, promote fluency. Skehan (1998) also stressed that fluency should
not be separated from meaning conveyed by sentences because it reflected the

learner’s ability to cope with real communicative events.

There is an important distinction made by Segalowitz (2000, 202), who

differentiated between cognitive fluency and performance fluency. He states



Introduction:

English language is considered as a foreign language in Libya. The lack of
speaking opportunities surly affects the chance of improving studnets fluency
level. Obviously, the only source of English learning is under instruction of
local non- native teachers. Consequently, due to minimal exposure to the target
language, it is difficult for English language students to speak the target
language fluently and accrately, because, learning a foreign language requires
the ability to use the language in social environment in a target language
settings.

The ultimate goal of many language students is to be fluent in the target
language-that is, to be able to express their thoughts easily, with more attention
to meaning than form in any given situation. Communication should eventually
be smooth, with some processes of production relatively fast and spontaneous.
In order to become skilled performer in English language, students must
become proficient at curtain fluency variables (high number of words uttered
with less pauses, hesitations and repetitions). Few studies were conducted on
Libyan Students to measure their fluency level such as (Fantazi, G., et al. 2003;
Wald, A. 1981). However, those studies did not investigate oral fluency of
Libyan English language students in their first language setting. Therefore, the
purpose of this qualitative research is to evaluate the fluency levels of Libyan
university students in terms of fluency, accuracy and control of content using
the 4, 3, 2 repetition task (Technique). Also to test the validity of this technique

in developing fluency levels in Libyan teaching context.



Developing Oral Fluency of Libyan English Language University Students
Dr. Jalal Ali Belshek

Zahra M. E. Azwai

Abstract:

Fluency is an area that has not been given full attention in Libya. The
present study investigates fluency levels and the fluency development of
Libyan university students using a repetition task known as 4, 3, 2 technique.
Fluency levels were tested according to the applications applied by Nation
(1989), where fluency, accuracy and control of content were all investigated to
determine the overall fluency levels and fluency development. Subjects of this
study were interviewed and recorded for 4 minutes and then for 3 minutes, and
2 minutes. Results revealed that the fluency level of Libyan university students
were below native like fluency and the techniques was useful to develop
fluency level with accuracy in grammar. This would highlight the importance
of such techniques in improving oral fluency for non-native speakers of

English.
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