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Abstract

First and foremost, | thank Allah. I thank him; the almighty, that he endowered us the gift

of the mind and the thinking, and peace be upon our master; Mohammed, who taught

people the good, and who was sent as a stroke of luck to everyone. Peace also be sent to

his companions all together.

Hereafter, this is the conclusion of the whole blessing learning journey, where | summarize

in it the most significant results that | achieved, and it was;

1.

O N o g B~ W

This is one of the rules under which encompass several sub-categories and issues
related to Alfigah.

This rule was accredited and approved as a truth by many verses from the Holly
Quran and from Hadiths from Prophet Mohammed’s (Peace Be Upon Him) Sunna.
Permits in Islamic Shariaa were given to undo the sufferings from people.

The wise Islamic Shariaa never supports in its commandments to enacting any sins.
He, who makes any sins while travelling is subject to no Shariaa permit.

Sins can be major or minor.

This rule has included both; major and minor misdeeds.

Followers of Almalikiah, Alshafiah and Alhanabilah have agreed upon the
legitimacy of these rules, and have included many situations and sub-categories in
Alfigah.

Alahnaf have disagreed with the followers as they did not apply the rules and have

stated that the traveler has the permit to travel whether forbidden or not.

These are the most significant outcomes that I have attained.
| ask Allah, and he shall take forward with it.
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Contributions of higher education to improve the quality of public education

in Libya

The objective of this study was to evaluate the performance of teaches who
graduated from the college of education. The study sample was formed of
50 teachers.

there were no significant difference regarding teaches performance in the

mentioned aspects due to the experience variable.
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The study found that there are deficiency in the teachers' performance
parameter and that there is no significant difference regarding the aspects
mentioned above.
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Abstract

This study aimed to determine the level of school violence prevailing in
secondary education schools in Benghazi, and identify the most common
causes and aspects of violence in the schooling environment .The study
community consisted all social specialist and psychologists , and secondary
school principals in Benghazi ,which consisted (135)psychologists, and social
specialist, and (45) secondary school principals, a simple random sampling
(107) psychologists and social specialist, and (26) secondary school principals
have been drawn , during the academic year 2016-2017.

The questionnaire was developed to collect the data of the study, which
consisted of (44) paragraphs and (6)aspects of school violence. The study tool
was tested , The value of alpha kronbach (0.76) a statistical value is significance
at level of g=0.05, To analyze the study data, some statistical methods were
applied, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, t.test, and one way anova.

The results of the study revealed the high level of violence in the public
secondary schools in Benghazi, as a result of the interaction of a number of
social, educational, psychological, and other reasons related to the impact of the
media and communication techniques , as well as the results of the study
showed the prevalence of all aspects of school violence contained in the study
instrument , as physical violence, destructing luggage of colleagues , and the
damaging of the teachers' property, verbal violence, symbolic violence, and the

destruction of school property, and messing of the classroom contents
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Abstract:

The researcher aims in this article to analyze the most important
theories for playing explanation, which are divided into: classical theories
and modern theories, and show the main differences between these
theories. In addition, the researcher aims to:

» Explore playing and its importance for the physical, mental, senses,

emotional and social development of the kindergarten child;
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» Explore the characteristics of playing at the kindergarten level which is
mainly individual, simple, physical and imagining in general; and

» Explore the most important standards for the suitable playing types and
tools for kindergartens children, for internal (in activities' room) and
external (in playground) use and their educational goals.

The researcher concludes that playing occupies a distinctive place in
the children world because it is an aid for the child learning, a means for
expressing self and fears and place for the child imagination, creativity,
problem solving and extra—energy discharging. It is also a source for the
child happiness, joy and positive interacting with the others. Finally, It could

be said that playing is the 'life breaths" for the kindergarten child.
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Abstract...

Language attracted the interest of scholars, and researchers has its own effects on the

current issue. This study aims at exploring the role of social relationship between society

and language, ,it gains its importance from its contribution in understanding the nature of

social dimension language . The researcher employ “Descriptive method” as it is the most
suitable for the research purpose.

There is number of results such the importance of social dimension language, associations
between society and language and language effect on people lifestyle.

Keywords: language, Society.Dimension.
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Abstract:
The main theme of this research deals with the review of Altibograveh
elements, and the statement of the technical characteristics and their role in
the Journalist output, so what of these elements of the press importantly,
where is considered the core components upon which the press director in
the distribution of press content to be published in newspapers, and thus

show the printed press properly For editorial policy, and distinctive from

other press releases and other. Given the importance of the category of the
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first elements which includes the general elements that participate in the
construction and public pages in all the newspapers, namely: letters printing,
tables and spacers, tire and its outstanding in the output Asahvi.von
researcher highlighted without the other in this research detailed manner in
order to stand on this important. And the possibility of taking the rest of the
elements that we have mentioned in another independent study. And it is
addressed through two sections, where the researcher focuses on a typo in
the first character, as shown in the second topic spacers, tables and frames.
Before them and explained the concept of these elements.

And determined the problem of this research to answer the following basic
question: What is the concept of Altibograveh elements and characteristics

of the journalist and its role in the output?

The importance of this research in determining Altibograveh statement

elements and their characteristics and their role in the journalist output

process and how to use them technically in the construction of the pages of

the press publications, and through review of the opinions of some
specialists and studies in this area.

This is a research office of theoretical research in which a researcher on the

sources and references and studies specialized in collecting information
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depends to study and research the problem for the purpose of understanding

and operated and thus access to the results.

Finally, the Search reached a number of results:
Altibograveh elements play a key role in bringing[] about balance on a page

and other pages.

limited importance Altibograveh aid elements,[] namely, (commas, tables
and frames) in the separation of editorial material from each other, and clear
manner which facilitates the reading process, as far tangles and cohesion

among the various editorial and news topics.
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Abstract

Teaching English in many schools and universities in Libya sometimes
encounters many challenges such as lack of resources, overcrowded classes and
the poor conditions of such institutes. Most university classes have large
numbers of students with different learning abilities and backgrounds, and the
teacher often has limited to no access to teaching aids, resources and
photocopying machines. Sometimes it's difficult to get enough textbooks for all
the students and worst of all, under some circumstances there might not be
electricity at all on some days, which makes teaching subjects like listening
extremely daunting. Many teachers will be tempted to give up, but there are
always some ways in which the teacher can continue teaching and make the
lesson as successful as possible. Sometimes he/she will have to switch to a
different plan and improvise, yet keep the lesson successful and the students
disciplined and motivated.

This paper aims at presenting some tips and techniques that an English
instructor or teacher can use to create a good lesson under such difficult
circumstances. These tips and activities are designed for EFL students and have
worked well with my listening and speaking and writing classes over the years
in which | have taught these subjects at the University of Tripoli. There is no
best way to teach effectively, but each teacher has his/her own methods and
techniques according to the contents of the lesson, the level of the students and
the class size. Therefore, the techniques and activities presented in this paper

can be edited or altered to match students’ needs and the course requirements.



Introduction

The notion of a large class differs from one country to another. In some
schools of hundreds of developed countries around the world, classes can have
between fifty to a hundred students and even more. Most classes in most of the
Libyan universities and colleges, for instance, carry large numbers of students
that can simply exceed one hundred per class. In some faculties these numbers
are made sure to be limited to only 30 to 40 students, such is the case in the
faculty of education at the University of Tripoli. Even though, 30 or 40 students
are still considered to be a large number according to many teachers and
scholars, UR (1996:18) for instance stated that "the average perception of a
large class is about 50 students"”. Baker and Westrup (2000:31) on the other
hand, stated that "a large class can be any number of students, unless the teacher

feels there are too many of them to make progress".

Teachers are not only faced with these large numbers, but in some cases
they also have to tackle shortage of resources and limited material. Quite often,
teachers find themselves in classes, where there are only white boards and
markers to create lessons. Sometimes the students have no books and there are
not any computers, CD players, or data shows available, and it might be
difficult to have access to any copying facilities and what is worse, under some
circumstances there might not be electricity at all. As difficult as it may seem
this is unfortunately the everyday reality for many teachers around the world,
and Libya is no exception. Therefore, teachers need to be fully prepared and
have the necessary knowledge and expertise to save the situation and create a
successful lesson. Not only the lesson itself and its efficiency is the issue, but
also managing the behavior of the class, as well as keeping the students
motivated and engaged becomes a real challenge, especially in skill subjects

like listening, speaking or writing.



This paper aims at showcasing and discussing some tips and techniques
as well as some activities that an English teacher can adopt in order to save the
lesson if suddenly faced by the previously mentioned difficulties. These tips and
activities are applicable to language students at different levels, as well as
university students taking courses such as listening and speaking or writing.
Many teachers and scholars have been interested in the topic and have had
different arguments regarding class size and the challenges that come with it for
both teachers and students alike. Hayes for instances (1997) stated that there is
no quantitative definition of what constitutes a large class, as people’s
perception of it varies from one context to another. It can be seen that in
different contexts, countries or cultures, people have different degrees of
perception to a large class. Similarly UR (1996) concludes that what makes a
large class is the teacher's perception of the class size in a specific situation,
regardless of the exact number of the students in it. Therefore, a large class is
one with more students than the teacher prefers to manage and more than what
the available resources can support. Large classes in such a view are often

considered problematic and challenging for teachers.

Hayes (1997) thinks that the ideal size of language class is 30 students at
the most, because only under such a scale a teacher can offer enough chances
for the students to communicate with each other. Harmer (2000) also finds out
in his study that large classes bring difficulties to both teachers and students, as
well as the process of teaching and learning. He says that when the class is full
of students, it becomes difficult for teachers to contact with the ones sitting at
the back and for students to get the individual attention they need. In addition, it
is even impossible to organize dynamic and creative teaching and learning
lessons. Most importantly, large classes are especially daunting for

inexperienced teachers, because they need



to have what it takes to master technical strategies in order to stay in control of
the large class. Locastro (2001) summarizes the problems of teaching large
classes as pedagogical, management-related and affective. Yu Jiangiong (2004)
mentioned that in a large class students’ individual differences are ignored and
the classroom environment becomes worrying. She also affirmed that limited
chances for students to practice English hinder the improvement of their oral
and written English, since speaking and writing English in class might be the
only chance for some students to practice their language.

Class size has many effects on students’ engagement, behavior, and
student retention as well. Finn (2003) examined the link between students’
engagement and class size and conceptualized students’ engagement in two
forms: social engagement and academic engagement. Social engagement refers
to how a student interacts socially with other students and with his teachers.
Academic engagement refers to a student’s attitude towards learning the
language. Finn (2003) concludes that when students are placed in smaller
classes they become more engaged, both academically and socially. He argues
that with strong social and academic engagement; academic achievement

Increases.



Not only class size plays an important role in the teachers’ and the students’
performances, but also the availability of the appropriate materials and
resources. There is a conclusive evidence that having an appropriate level of
basic school resources can greatly improve students’ achievement. (Hanushek,
1995) and Michaelowa (2001:19) for instance, found that “the availability of
books appears to be the most important factor [in high-achieving, student
learning].” Furthermore, having appropriate classroom equipment such as
computers, data shows, whiteboard, markers, and a teacher desk and chair can
Improve both, the teacher's performance and the student's perception. Yet, one
of the biggest problems faced by large classrooms in developing countries, is
the lack of quality and sufficient quantity of learning resources, such as desks,
textbooks, handouts and other teaching and learning supplies (Hanushek,
1995:23).

Facing the challenge of a large class and lack of material

As mentioned earlier, it is a common scenario in some developed
countries like Libya where the teacher prepares his lesson prior to the class and
gathers his needed material to be copied and handed out for his large number of
students, or prepares his listening tracks for a listening lecture and walks to the
class all confident and ready, only to be faced by the electricity cut, resulting in
no photocopying for the day and no chance of playing the listening tracks. In
such a situation, the teacher has to have enough expertise to move to plan B and
create something different instantly to carry on with the lesson. As
disappointing as it might seem, there is always a way for a teacher to make the
negative situation a positive one and gives a successful lesson. Therefore, the
best thing to do in order to handle the situation and teach in such a setting is to
be creative in designing activities and assignments that rely on minimum
materials and little photocopying. Besides, in large classes it's much preferred to
go for in-seat activities with the students mostly remaining in their seats, and at

5



the same time the teacher has to make sure to keep the students interested and
motivated in whatever he chooses to give to save his lesson. Otherwise many
discipline problems will start to arise and managing the class will become an
additional burden and a tiresome experience. If utilized properly, sometimes a
large class helps create interactive activities as there is always enough number
of studentsfor interaction, as well as a rich variety of human resources. Besides,
the good students can be urged to help the weaker ones, encourage them to
interact and also to correct their mistakes.

Every teacher must develop the approach that works best for him/her, based on
their teaching style, the characteristics of their students, the subject given, the
level of students and the goals and objectives of the lessons and curriculum.
However, there are always some good ideas that do work well for many
teachers, and the writer of this paper, based on her university teaching
experience, desires to share some of what she has experimented in her writing
and Listening and Speaking classes, along with some ideas and activities that
are suggested by some educators and scholar.

1- Cooperative learning.

Cooperative learning has been part of the language domain for at least
two decades. The approach principally aims to enhance the quality of learning
by having learners cooperate in small groups or pairs. Fitzgibbon (2001:33).
Pasigna (1997:15) stresses that the strategic grouping of students is essential to
teaching in large classrooms. She suggests that when class sizes swell and new
or difficult information is being taught, it is best to break the class into groups
.In order to familiarize students to group work, Pasigna recommends that they
are best to be assigned to small groups of 5 to 7 students on a regular basis.
Within these groupings, all students should be given opportunities to lead their
group and speak on their behalf, thereby ensuring that there will be a good
number of students that can help the teacher lead group-based exercises. A
group exercise is an effective method that can be conducted as an in-class

6



exercise. When all other materials are suddenly unavailable, they require little
material or nothing at all but the teacher's creativity of mind. After having
divided the class into smaller groups, the teacher may present a debatable topic
where the students can discuss the cons and the pros with their group partners.
The assigned lead student records the group's findings and later he/she shares it
with the rest of the class. Then the lead students of the other groups will share
theirs and argue with the other groups in case of disagreement.

The teacher can also write a dilemma on the board and the students work

in groups to find a way to solve it. Then, the lead student of each group presents
the group’s response to the rest of the class and so on.
Another activity that works well with groups is to assign each group a task, for
Instance; planning an event, raising a fund, or solving a problem. The task can
be designed by the teacher based on the lesson that was supposed to be given
but was cancelled because of the inability to copy sheets or play a recording due
to the shortage of equipment or a sudden power cut. If the listening track that
was supposed to be played was to discuss the problem of unemployment for
example, the teacher can improvise a task in which students try to find practical
solutions to such a problem and have discussions about it. Therefore, whenever
the teacher is able to give the lesson later by playing the recording and copying
his handouts, the students will be already familiar with the topic of the lesson,
and will have already learnt the needed vocabulary through the previous task
and/or discussion.

If there is much time available, students in groups, can also work together
on a longer activity such as planning an itinerary for a trip. For example, they
can choose a real or imaginary place, then "students work out a prospective
budget with imaginary funds, to include costs for transportation, food lodgings,

and



entertainment” Kim Wilhelm (2006:40). This works well to teach them holiday
and travel vocabulary and teach them how to speak and write about the topic.
These kinds of activities encourage students to work with each other and stay
motivated. Furthermore, the more able learners in the group can help the weaker
ones understand and do the work, this leaves the teacher with less parts of the
lesson to explain. This can be applied also in writing classes where students can,
for example, be given the first line of a story and are asked to work together to
write a short story.

2- Realia and student’s own work.

Sok-Han Lau (2007) stated that students’ work cuts down on the time a
teacher spends to find and create the necessary teaching material, and the
students' work can be more desirable than a commercial textbook because it
better approximates what the students can actually do. Therefore, it's a good
idea to ask students to prepare a topic of their choice to speak or write about,
and then present it and discuss it in class.

Murphey, T in an article published (2007) stated that there are several
advantages of using students' own work as teaching material. It allows the
teacher to be aware of the students’ level and weak areas and can increase
motivation in class because most people are more interested in themselves than
others. Besides, they find it easier to talk about what concerns them because
they know the information in advance and therefore, can focus only on the
correct use of the target language. Hence, it is always a good idea to ask
students to write or speak about themselves, their opinions and their interests.
The teacher can also ask the students to bring an item (a picture, an article, a
book or a device) from home to use as a talking or writing point for the class.

Such an activity can help build



community in the classroom and encourage students' responsibility and
participation. An exercise as such can certainly work in both, writing and
listening and speaking because students should have already prepared the
material at home and become ready to discuss them with the class in an open
conversation lesson or in groups. However, the teacher can help them by writing
the vocabulary needed for the discussion on the board. It also works in creative
writing where students can write about a topic of their choice that they have
previously prepared at home to purposefully read in the class, so that the teacher
can discuss the mistakes with the whole class and write new words or ideas and
corrections of the mistakes on the board for everyone to learn.

The teacher can always use realiawhen he lacks all sort of other materials, a
picture from a magazine or a newspaper or a news article can be a great tool to
start a discussion and get the students to talk. In a speaking lecture, if the lesson
given is to teach them describing appearances or characters for instance,
students can be arranged in groups and each group is given a picture of a
famous person and they try to describe him/her together and then share their
description with the rest of the class. It can be made more exciting by not saying
who the group's character is and the other groups try through listening to the
description to guess who their character is. After they find out, they may argue
if they think the description isn't true or not applicable to the character and give
their own suggestions accordingly. Through such an activity, students will
certainly learn a large number of adjectives from their peer students in the same
group, and from the discussion they will have with the other groups.

A piece of news on TV, for instance, can also be a great writing prompt. A
murder crime story for example, shows how the criminal committed his crime
and often tells little about the victim's life. Students in groups or pairs can be

asked to



Imaginatively write about who the victim was, from where he/she was, what
was his/her occupation, was he/she married or single and what kind of life
he/she was leading before the incident. They can work together to create a
character and build up a story and a series of events they think had led to the
murder that was on the news. They can also write about the criminal and
Imagine his life and the circumstances that built up to his committing such a
crime. The teacher can help by writing some new crime related vocabulary on
the board, and being available for guidance and corrections.

3 - Out of class assignments.

One of the good examples of out of class activities suggested by
Wambuguh (2008:38) is to ask the students to choose and summarize an article
from the media (newspapers, newsmagazines, science magazines, journals, or
the Internet) dealing with a topic covered by the course. Such an activity works
as an oral or a written assignment. One member of each group in the class
informs his/her classmates of the title of the article and reads aloud the typed
summary, or just speaks about it if it was a speaking lesson. After each article
has been read and carefully listened to, the class attendants including the teacher
are free to pass brief comments or beneficial judgments. At the end of the
session, if it was a writing class, the teacher collects all summaries for grading.
This activity is always beneficial because it improves the students' confidence in
their oral and written communication skills, and it also helps them to stay
engaged and motivated.

Students can also be given few topics to choose from and to prepare
themselves in advance in order to present them to the whole class later on. They
can use their own sheets and copy their own material prior to the class if they
need any, this way the teacher doesn't have to worry about photocopying. They

might also bring their
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own laptops with speakers to play a listening track or play a video which will be
a saviour when the teacher lacks access to technology or encounters an
electricity cut.
4- Self correction and peer grading of homework

Self-correction and peer grading is an activity that is designed to engage
the students in language learning while helping the teacher with the problematic
issue of reading and scoring large amounts of homework, Kim Wilhelm
(2006:26). Many teachers of large classes are not inclined to assign homework
regularly since it is nearly impossible to provide quality feedback on a timely
basis. Wilhelm, however states that he always gives daily homework
assignments mainly to identify the areas where learners need more help and to
enable them to actively learn from their mistakes. If these objectives are met, it
IS not necessary to collect, grade, and return every single piece of homework. It
IS more productive and learner-centered to have students talk about any
questions or problems concerning their homework and to actually allow them to
correct it themselves before it is marked. This encourages students to come to
class prepared to ask questions. While doing their homework, they are more
likely to note items that they were unsure of and thereby build up metacognitive
awareness of their own problematic areas.
Another good strategy is peer grading, a procedure where students exchange
and grade each other’s papers. After trading and grading a homework
assignment, the grader student writes his name and the correct answers on top of
the paper -students can use their books and dictionaries to correct each other's
mistakes - and then the grader returns it to the student who originally wrote it.
After collecting the homework, the teacher has to briefly check it throughout the

semester and record

11



the score to see if it was accurate. Self-correction is an effective way to push
some of the grading load off the teacher's shoulder, and it offers immediate
feedback to students and helps them learn from their mistakes as well as the
mistakes of their classmates.

Another good way of checking the students’ homework is to randomly
choose a few students every lecture and make them read out their answers.
However, if it is a writing homework, they read out their final pieces of writing
and the other students are asked to listen attentively and spot any mistakes and
take notes to later discuss them with the teacher and the other students. Through
such an activity, everyone will certainly learn from his/her mistakes and the
teacher can later write down a score for the students’ homework. Thus, the
teacher will definitely be able to check each student’s work at least few times
during the semester. It gives the teacher a chance to evaluate and grade the
homework and it keeps the students from slacking and not doing their work.
When the choice is random, they don't know when their turn is, and therefore
they keep writing their homework and doing their assignments, expecting to be
chosen every lecture. Wilhelm (2006:12) stated that returning homework to a
large class can be a long and time consuming process. Therefore, it helps to
make piles of their homework arranged alphabetically, and leave them placed
on a desk before the lecture so that they can easily retrieve their papers. This
leaves an opportunity for the students to collect their work, check their

mistakes, take their seats and prepare to ask questions, if they have any.
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Conclusion

A large number of students packed in a relatively small class can be a
nightmare to almost any teacher, especially the unfortunate one who might
encounter limited access to technology, little or no textbooks, lack of sufficient
resources, or having difficulty copying handouts and exercises. The worst case
scenario is having them all together when there is so much to be done and
taught. Unfortunately, such scenarios for many teachers in Libya and many
other countries around the world do not occur only rarely or once in a long time,
but rather on daily bases and the concerned teachers are expected to fight the
battles and come out fine. As daunting as all these situations might seem for the
teacher, one has to be prepared to tackle the difficulties and still teach
efficiently. Qualified teachers always find a way to create good lessons under
such a pressure. There is always a way that a teacher can save the lesson, teach
efficiently and keep students motivated. Every teacher can use different
strategies that work well for his/her students, depending on the class size,
students' aptitude, their language needs as well as the course requirements.
Therefore, the aim of this paper is to help teachers find some practical solutions
for such situations and provide them with some useful tips and activities, most
of which the writer of this paper herself has tested and implemented in her
listening and speaking and writing classes, and have worked well for her and for
her students. They to a very good extent and beyond any doubt have enabled her
to teach quite successfully and enabled her students to learn effectively. The
activities presented in this article are not dependant on material in the form of
handouts, technology or textbooks. Instead, students are encouraged to learn
and use English as they work cooperatively and depend more on themselves

inside and outside of the classroom.
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ABSTRACT

Teachers’ understanding of their students’ learning disabilities plays an important role in
language classroom. Of these disabilities is dyslexia, which requires the teacher to know the
characteristics of the patients, and the appropriate materials and methodologies. The
researcher has noticed that some English as foreign language (EFL) teachers seem to have
some kind of misconception about the characteristics of this disability. To find out, this study
surveyed some EFL teachers’ perception of these characteristics. Because of the sensitivity of
asking teachers to be tested, a two-version questionnaire (online and hard copy) was used to

collect data about the topic. Seventeen teachers participated in this study.

Although the participants claimed their knowledge of dyslexia, the results revealed that
most of the teachers could not recognise most of the characteristics of dyslexics which can
imply that the subjects lack the appropriate conception about these characteristics. Such
results emphasise previous studies’ conclusions such as (Lin 2009; Aladwani and Shaye
Spring 2012; Thompson 2013; Jusufi 2014; Tillotson Summer 2011).

These findings call for immediate actions from stakeholders in education to develop
training programs for teachers about dyslexia. Moreover, teachers need to be introduced to
the appropriate methodologies to deal with such cases in classroom. More research is needed
in this context to find out about the possible causes underlie this misconception and

unawareness of dyslexia.
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INTRODUCTION

Learning difficulties are forms of disorder in the essential psychological processes that
are responsible for understanding or using spoken or written language forms and doing
mathematical calculations. They include disorders such as perceptual disabilities, brain
injury, and minimal brain dysfunction. These disorders manipulate themselves as imperfect
ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, and/ or spell. Auditory and visual processing defects
are learning disabilities relevant to audio and visual forms of information perception and use,
and learning disabilities in math are known as Dyscalculia. Learning disorder in writing is
referred to as Dysgraphia and disabilities that manifest themselves in reading processes are
referred to as Dyslexia.

On their website, Dyslexia International, which is not a profit, organisation point out that
at least 10 percent of any given population experience dyslexia signs.GElbeheri, Mahfoudhi,
and Everatt (2009, 10) have noticed that dyslexia, as a specific reading difficulty, is neglected
in the Arab countries and that “there are no specific ... methods of identification, assessment,
or diagnosis for dyslexia available to either educational psychologists or special educational
teachers.”. The researcher noticed that some English language teachers think that the
characteristics associated with dyslexia are only related to letters/ symbols-sounds
association. This study aimed to explore L2 teachers’ understanding of dyslexics’

characteristics. These concerns raised the following questions:

1- Do EFL teachers know the characteristics of dyslexics?

2- Which characteristics of dyslexics are they knowledgeable about and which are not?

A questionnaire was used to collect data about language teachers’ knowledge of dyslexia.
Qualitative research methodology was used to analyse the data and descriptive statistics were

used, too, to summarise the findings.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

The early studies about learning disabilities were conducted, by European researchers
who immigrated to the United States such as Kurt Goldstein, Heinz Werner, Alfred Strauss,
Laura Lehtinen, William Cruickshank, and Newell Kephart, on adults who have brain injuries
(Hallahan and Mercer 2001, 9). Researchers such as Broadbent, 1872; Kussmaul, 1877
Morgan, 1896; and Hinshelwood, 1917 noticed that some of those adult patients, who had
brain injuries, although they were intelligent, their conversation abilities were fine, and had
no clear disabilities; they lost the ability to read. Such cases were reported as having “a
complete text-blindness” (Ibid, 2). These observations led Orton (1937) to conclude that
teaching sounds that represent letters is not enough and emphasised teaching sound blending
(Ibid, 4).

The American National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities (1981) defined learning
disabilities as a group of mixed disorders that can be noticed in the form of difficulties in
acquiring and using the four language skills and/ or mathematical abilities, and these
difficulties were attributed to the malfunction of the central nervous system (Wong et al.
2008, 8-10). Federal Interagency Committee on Learning Disabilities in 1987 added that
these disorders could also manifest in the form of difficulties in the acquisition and use of
social skills. The Learning Disability Association of America attributed learning disabilities
to long-lasting neurological bases that affects the development and manipulation of patients’
verbal and/ or nonverbal abilities. The U.S. Office of Education (1968) pointed out that
children with learning disabilities are characterised by defects in one or more of their
psychological processes responsible for understanding or using one or both forms of language

namely spoken and written (Wong et al. 2008, 8-10).

What has just been mentioned to above as “text blindness” now is known as “dyslexia”
which is of a direct relation to reading and mostly its manifestations are linked to reading
processes. The term dyslexia consists of two Greek roots the first is “dys” which means
“impaired” and the second is “lexis” which means “word”. This term is used to refer to a
deficiency in the ability to read and spell unless these impairments are because of low
intelligence or lack of educational opportunity (Brunswick 2009, 1-2).World Federation of
Neurology (1968) described it as a “disorder” which can be recognised in the form of
difficulties “in learning to read” provided that the dyslexics have “adequate intelligence and

sociocultural opportunity” and these difficulties are mainly because of some cognitive defects
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(Riddick 1996, 2). The Dyslexia Institute specifies that these defects, associated with
dyslexia, affect learning and organising abilities, and they limit learners abilities related to
“motor skills and working memory”, and influence “speech, reading, spelling, writing, essay
writing numeracy and behaviour” (Pumfrey& Reason, 1998, p. 14) cited in (Mortimore 2008,
51). The International Dyslexia Association describes dyslexia as a learning disability that
leads to problems in the oral and written language skills but not the “behavioural,
psychological, motivational, or social” ones, and they are because of a different structure and
different functions of the brain (Ott 2007, 2, 3). The International Dyslexia Association
(2002) linked dyslexia, as a learning disability, to neurological origins that lead to inaccurate

and/ or influent word recognition and to poor spelling and decoding. (Brunswick 2009, 3).

The British Dyslexia Association defines dyslexia as difficulties that hinder the process of
learning reading, spelling and/ or writing (Peer, 1999) cited in (Ott 2007, 3). These
difficulties lead to problems which manifest themselves in the form of poor “phonological
processing, rapid naming, working memory, processing speed” abilities that do not match
with person’s other cognitive abilities; and these problems cannot be fixed through the usual
classroom procedures but through “special interventions” (Brunswick 2009, 4). The Division
of Educational and Child Psychology of the British Psychological Society introduced
“accuracy” and “fluency” as criteria to judge the development of word reading and/ or
spelling. Accuracy refers to the quality whereas fluency refers to speed i.e. in case of
incomplete or difficult development of these two criteria the learner is described as dyslexic
(BPS/ DECP 1999, p. 18) cited in (Mortimore 2008, 51, 2).

On their webpage, The Dyslexia-SPELD Foundation, which is a community partner of
the Department of Education in Western Australia, has provided a detailed list of dyslexia
signs in children. They have mentioned that children with dyslexia suffer from difficulty to
learn and recognise the relationship between the letters and the sounds represent them.
Dyslexics misread and have difficulty reading words quickly though they sometimes can read
them accurately. Moreover, they substitute similarly looking words when reading. Because
of the difficulty of word recognition, dyslexics struggle to comprehend what they read.
Spelling is another problem for dyslexics; they usually misspell familiar words, forget their
spelling over time, and cannot apply spelling rules. Hence, their abilities to read and spell are
less than their peers are. Though many dyslexics are doing well in academic, artistic and
sporting areas, they have trouble with literacy and it causes them tired and distracted,;

consequently, they rarely finish tasks relevant to literacy (Services 2014).
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It can be clearly seen above that the causes are mostly attributed to some brain defects
and the manifestations have been noticed in reading, spelling, and naming, and as memory
impairments. Moreover, dyslexia markers are mostly related to word reading and spelling
processes rather than text reading processes.

There are two basic process groups involved in reading: word level processes and text
level processes. Pearson and Cervetti(2013, 509) emphasises that processes relevant to word
level involve word recognition and acquisition, phonological awareness, and vocabulary
development. Word processes enable the reader to perceive, pronounce, and understand
words. They (2013, 511) also have noticed that the findings of research within the last 25
years have called for attention to how sound system of a certain language works within word
level, and that assessing the awareness of this phonological system, of a learner at early
stages, can help to predict his/ her future reading achievement. Helland and Morken(2015, 3),
in their longitudinal study about dyslexia among Norwegian students have noticed that degree
of the ability to rapid naming was an “early marker[s] in transparent orthographies like
Norwegian” for dyslexics and that “Phonological awareness was ... an early precursor of L2

English, but not of L1 Norwegian”.

On the other hand, text processes enable the readers "build models of meaning for—and
use information and insights from—sentences, paragraphs, and entire passages of text"
(Pearson and Cervetti 2013, 509). Text comprehension is the core of the reading processes
where a mental image is constructed of what is being read. This image building is affected by
the context, background knowledge, and the specific discipline related to the text. Kintsch,
(1988, 1998) cited in (Ibid, 515) points out that interaction between text and knowledge is
achieved through two phases namely construction phase and integration phase respectively.
Within the first phase, information within the text triggers background knowledge. Within the
integration phase both activated knowledge and the ideas represented in the text are
integrated into a logical mental representation. The cognitive processes involved require
coordination and regulation through searching and reactivating information from a preceding
text and/or background knowledge (van den Broek, 1990) cited in (Ibid). Within the above
literature, dyslexics’ characteristics have not been mentioned in relation to text reading
because dyslexia markers can only be seen within word reading. Dyslexia affects text reading
in an indirect manner; unless a reader could fulfil word recognition and acquisition properly,

reading text will be hindered.
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Many researchers such as Fitch, Miller &Tallal, 1987; Nicolson & Fawcett, 1999;
Nicolson and Fawecett, 1999; Stein, 2001; Van der Leij, De Jong &Rijswik-Prins, 2001,
Vellutino et al., 2004; and Shaywitz&Shaywitz, 2008 have attempted to explain the
underlying causes of dyslexia (Thompson 2013, 30-4). Usually dyslexics have been
compared to non-dyslexics. As a result, it has been noticed that there were a significance
difference between the size of left and right hemispheres of dyslexics; the left is larger.
Moreover, the activity of each of the temporal and partial areas of these hemispheres showed
significance difference. It has been noticed that dyslexics performed less than non-dyslexics
on activities that require the cerebellum, which is responsible for eye movement and inner
speech; these activities constitute the basics of reading process (Nicolson and Fawcett, 1999)
cited in (Ibid). Vellutino et al (2004) attributed dyslexia to the poor visual perception and to
defects in the visual memory cited in (Ibid, 33). On the other hand Fitch, Miller and Tallal
(1987) proposed the Auditory Processing Defect hypothesis which suggests that a defect in
the neural system is called responsible for the weakness of processing certain kinds of
stimulus cited in (Ibid, 34). These causes can be summarised and categorised into two groups.
The first is because of the physical structure of the brain (difference in size between the left
and right hemispheres, less activity within the cerebellum); and the second is because of
some kind of defect to one or more of the systems functioning within the brain (within the

visual memory, language areas, and areas that process audio stimulus).

When dyslexia results from brain injury that leads to reading and/ or spelling deficiency,
it is called acquired dyslexia. On the other hand, when these impairments are not because of
brain injury it is called developmental dyslexia. In both cases to assume that a patient is
dyslexic, it is if he/ she is exposed to the usual learning environment. There are different
degrees of dyslexia; they ranges from inability to read even simple words to inability to read
just nonsense words and/ or irregular words (Brunswick 2009, 1-2). This variability calls for
a detailed list of the characteristics of dyslexia. The International Association of Dyslexia
provides a list of the areas that need to be assessed in order to account for patients suspected
of dyslexia. The first of these is individual’s attentiveness of the sound system of the
language and his/ her ability to access and manipulate this system. The second is subject’s
ability to recall sounds, syllables, and words. The third area to find out about is patient’s
understanding of the relationships between the letters and the sounds represent them, and the
ability to apply these relationships to pronounce newly encountered words. Reading words

and sentences rapidly and accurately need to be inspected too. Finally, spelling and writing

24



need to be examined at both word level and paragraph level (Lowell 2017). Helland and
Morken (2015), in their longitudinal study about Norwegian students noticed that degree of
ability to rapid naming was an early marker for L1 dyslexics and phonological awareness an
early marker for L2 dyslexics.

Teachers should be able to tell which of his/ her students is dyslexic, and know the
appropriate materials and methodologies for such students. Many researchers (Lin 2009;
Aladwani and Shaye Spring 2012; Thompson 2013; Jusufi 2014; Tillotson Summer 2011)
investigated teachers’ understanding and knowledge of dyslexia. Lin (2009) conducted a
study to find out about teachers’ awareness of dyslexia and their account for students with
dyslexia in some Malaysian national primary schools. The researcher noticed that the
teachers know the major characteristic of dyslexics however they could not recognise some
of the specific symptoms of dyslexia that are important to signal out students with dyslexia at
early stages. Tillotson(Summer 2011) investigated the perceptions of dyslexia knowledge
among elementary education professionals. The researcher identified many misperceptions
towards dyslexia and attributed them to teachers’ experience, qualification, age, and
confidence (Tillotson Summer 2011, 2). Aladwani&Shaye(Spring 2012) investigated Kuwaiti
primary school teachers' awareness of signs of dyslexia among their students. They noticed
that the majority of teachers are unable to diagnose the dyslexic students in their classroom.
Elias (2014) conducted a study to find out about New Zealand secondary school teachers’
knowledge and beliefs about dyslexia. She noticed that teachers were unable to highlight the
appropriate ways to deal with dyslexics in the classroom although those exhibited well
understanding of the characteristics of dyslexia patients (Elias 2014, 1). Jusuf (2014, 1,2)
traced primary school teachers in Prishtina (Kosovo) awareness of the term dyslexia. The
researcher pointed out that the majority of the teachers know the term however they struggled
to specify what it is about (Jusufi 2014, 34). The above studies concluded that the subjects of
their studies exhibited shallow knowledge of the detailed characteristics of dyslexia moreover
these teachers did not show conclusive mastery of the needed practices for dyslexia patients.
Lin (2009) calls for the need to train the teachers to be aware of and to account for the
knowledge they lack (Lin 2009, 1-3).
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METHODOLOGY

Instrument

Because the information needed in this study was straightforward information, no need
for face-to-face interaction and the respondents were expected to be able to read and
understand the questions, a questionnaire was used however; the researcher was available for
any queries. This questionnaire was used to explore teachers’ knowledge about dyslexics’
characteristics, which consequently reflected their perception. A hard copy of the
questionnaire and an online version, developed using Google documents, were used. Because
the target subjects are Arabic speakers, Arabic was used and during the development of this
survey questionnaire, it was discussed with some Arabic language teachers and its wording
was refined and simplified to be accessible by the participants. The questionnaire explored
participants’ knowledge about dyslexia through twenty phrases each accompanied by three
choices namely “yes”, “no”, and “do not know”. Six themes provided by The International

Association of Dyslexia constituted the base for the phrases. These themes are phonological

based memory, spelling, phonics skills, decoding ability, oral reading fluency, and writing.

Phonological based memory theme phrases were about knowledge of the abilities to recall
sounds, syllables, and words, and were formed as negative ones: dyslexics are unable to
remember sounds, syllables and words. In the second theme, which addressed knowledge of
spelling characteristics of dyslexics, two phrases were formed: dyslexics misspell high-
frequency words, and misspell unfamiliar words. The third issue targeted, within the
questionnaire, was knowledge of the phonics skills of dyslexics i.e. their ability to distinguish
letters that are approximation or not, and their ability to understand the relationship between
the alphabetic symbols (letters) and the sound(s) represent them, or not. The fourth topic
investigated was teachers’ understanding of dyslexics’ ability to decode i.e. their ability to
use symbol-sound associations to identify (read — pronounce) words (real or nonsense). Three
negative phrases were used to address this issue: unable to use symbol-sound association to
read familiar words, unable to use symbol-sound association to read nonsense words, and
unable to use symbol-sound association to guess pronunciation of words. The fifth issue was
oral reading fluency; four characteristics were used namely dyslexics’ inability to read words
and sentences accurately, their inability to read sentences at a story-telling pace, their reading
which is hesitant and laboured, and their poor vocabulary development. The last point was

the knowledge of dyslexics’ writing characteristics. The phrase were about their poorly
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structured writing, their messy handwriting, their poorly planned writing, the longer time than
expected to complete writing, their difficult note taking during class, and the difficulty of

completing written tests in a coherent manner.

Subjects

The participants in this study were selected according to availability and willing. They
were those who filled the online version of the questionnaire and those who filled the handed
hard copy. A link of the online questionnaire was posted to friends, who are language
teachers, and on three Libyan teachers’ groups on Facebook. Hard copies, of the
questionnaire, were distributed to some English language teachers. Seventeen teachers filled
the questionnaire.

RESULTS

The researcher assumed that picking the appropriate choice reflects teacher’s
understanding of dyslexics’ characteristics. Each of the items of the matrix question was
assigned one point when the appropriate choice was selected. This step enabled the researcher
to quantify the answers, and to compare the appropriate choices among teachers and the

characteristics. The following table summarise that.

Teachers 1 /2|3|4 |5|6 |7(8]9 |[10(11|12|13|14|15|16]|17
Appropriate 1818|7159 |11(4|4(15|11|13(12|19|16|7 |9 |11
Choices

Teachers appropriate choices

SPSS was used to conduct a descriptive statistical analysis and the results were as
follows: N: 17 MEAN: 11.12 STD: 4.48 MAX: 19 MIN: 4

To compare the correct choices of the dyslexic’s characteristics the appropriate choices of
the whole teachers of each characteristic were collected, because of space concerns letters
have been used to represent characteristics, for a full list of the characteristics see the
appendix.

Characteristics | A | B | C D E F G H | J K L M | N o [P Q |R S T

L2 Teachers’ | 7 10 | 8 8 11 |11 | 7 10 | 13 | 7 12 | 14 | 8 4 9 8 8 14 |9 11
choices

Appropriate choices for each feature
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When descriptive statistics analysis was applied to both groups the results were as

follows:
L2 teachers’ single-score results N: 20 MEAN: 9:45 STD: 2.585 MAX: 14 MIN: 4

The result are organised into sections, which represent the main themes, and into

subsections, which addresses specific characteristics of dyslexics.

Phonological Based Memory

Regarding dyslexics’ inability to recall sounds, teachers’ appropriate selections were
41%. Concerning dyslexics’ inability to remember syllables, teachers’ appropriate selections
were 59%. Finally, about dyslexics’ inability to remember words, teachers’ appropriate

selections were 47%.

Spelling
About the inability to spell high-frequency words, teachers’ proper selections were 47%.

Concerning inability to spell unfamiliar words, teachers’ right selections were 70%.

Phonics Skills

Concerning the inability to distinguish the letters that are almost the same teachers’
correct selections were 70%. About dyslexics’ inability to recognise the relationship between

the symbols and sounds, teachers’ proper selections were 41%.

Decoding

Regarding their inability to use the association of symbols and sounds to read familiar
words, teachers’ appropriate selections were 59%. About the inability to read nonsense words
through symbol-sound association, teachers’ appropriate selections were 76%. Finally, about
dyslexics’ inability to use symbol-association to find out the pronunciation of real and

nonsense words, teachers’ selections were 41%.

Oral Reading Fluency

About inability to read accurately, teachers’ right selections were 71%. Regarding
inability to read at a story-telling pace, teachers’ proper selections were 82%. Concerning
reading hesitantly and with labour, teachers’ appropriate selections were 47%. Finally, about

the poor vocabulary development, teachers’ acceptable selections were 24%.
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Writing

Concerning the poorly structured writing of dyslexics, teachers’ proper choices were
53%. Regarding the messy handwriting of dyslexics, teachers’ right choices were 47%.
About patients’ poorly planned writing, teachers’ appropriate choices were 47%. Concerning
time-consuming written work, teachers' acceptable choices were 82%. About dyslexics’
difficulty to take notes, teachers’ right choices were 53%. Finally, suffering from difficulty

completing written tests, teachers choices were 70%.

FINDINGS CONCLUSION AND RECOMENDATIONS

The researcher considered achieving less than 70% as poor knowledge, 70% - 84% as fair
knowledge, and more than 84% as good knowledge. In general, teachers exhibited some kind
of understanding of the characteristics of dyslexics; they showed fair (70-84%) knowledge of
dyslexics’ inability to use symbol-sound association to read nonsense words, inability to read
words and sentences accurately, inability to read sentences at a story-telling pace, and taking

much longer than expected to complete written work.

Although all the participants mentioned that they know dyslexia, they exhibited poor
(>70%) knowledge of all the dyslexic’ characteristics related to phonological based memory
theme, spelling theme, and phonics skills theme; such themes seem beyond subjects’
perception of dyslexia. Moreover, they showed lack of perception of most of the other
themes’ characteristics namely dyslexics’ inability to use the association of symbols and
sounds to read familiar words, inability to use symbol-association to find out the
pronunciation of real words, reading hesitantly and with labour, the poor vocabulary
development, the poorly structured writing, the messy handwriting, the poorly planned
writing, and the difficulty when completing written tests. This contradiction between the
claim of knowledge about dyslexia and the actual results emphasises what was concluded by
Jusuf(2014, 34) that although the teachers knew the term of dyslexia, they could not specify
about it. Subjects’ perception of dyslexics’ characteristics is limited to oral reading fluency
theme. This can be read as a sign of poor acquaintance of these dyslexics characteristics. The
findings of this study are in line with the previous studies’ (Lin 2009; Aladwani and Shaye
Spring 2012; Thompson 2013; Jusufi 2014; Tillotson Summer 2011) results.

These findings of such limited perception of this fatal learning disability call for urgent

steps and actions by educational authorities to remedy these gaps. This can be done through
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providing teachers with in-service training sessions to introduce dyslexia characteristics and
to deal with dyslexia patients, and introducing relevant teaching methodologies within the
curriculum of training teachers colleges. More research is needed to find out the possible

causes of the different levels of knowledge between the teachers.
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