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Weakness of official control factors and its relationship to political change:

“The Libyan society as a model”

ABSTRACT

Talking about the drastic political change that occurred in Libya according to what
is known as the Arab Spring uprisings has become today one of the important topics that
help us in reading the phenomena and indicators through which we can determine the paths
of change and their results on the official and social institutional levels. The transformation
of these societies through political change in governance systems, which included changes
in economic, social, and cultural aspects of life, necessitated a transformation in various
aspects of life for the benefit of improving the lives of citizens and obtaining some of their
political rights and public freedoms guaranteed to them by religious laws and human rights
laws at the human level. However, social change has multiple paths and directions that can
be read through the type and size of the change that occurs, and it is not necessarily the
case that the path of change always moves forward linearly, as it may be regressive or
circular, returning to the starting point, etc. Among what resulted from the political
transformations in Libyan society was the weakness of official control institutions in their
role due to a set of factors and reasons that we will refer to in the context of this research.
By official control institutions, we mean the police, security agencies, judiciary, and
prisons, which are an essential part of official state institutions and play a vital role in
maintaining security, order, and law enforcement. The state of these official institutions
concerned with official control in Libya has become characterized by weakness and
fragility, which fundamentally suffer from structural problems in their formation over time,
which contributed to undermining their role in society.The question that arises is whether
the transformation that occurred during the popular uprisings in Libya, which resulted in a
drastic change in the entire political system, had implications for both official and
unofficial control methods, and how these implications affected the course of political,
economic, social, and cultural life, which requires observation, description, and analysis of

their implications and effects on the individual and societal levels.The paper discussed the
|
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following main topics: shedding light on official control methods, their definition,
importance, types, and objectives, then referring to the state of transformation in Libyan
society and the changes that affected official control methods from a sociological
perspective, which led to an imbalance in the state of security and its effects. Therefore, we
took an anticipatory look that may help Libyan planners in drawing up security, social, and

economic policies in the country.

Keywords: Social change, paths of change, official control, social control,
institutionalization, transitional justice, arms proliferation, anomie, human

development, democratic transition.
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