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ABSTRACT

This research addresses the reading of Al-Hasan Al-Basri as one of the four
styles of Qur’anic recitations beyond the familiar ten. The research focuses on
some of the readings by Al-Hasan that are contrary to those ten, which attracted
criticism by grammarians. The researcher discusses the grammarians’ views
regarding their criticism. A prelude to the research entails a short biography of
Al-Hasan Al-Basri, his reading style, in addition to the common Qur’anic
readings while invoking them as evidence. It is verified that the ten Quranic
readings are narrated through trusted followers and followers of the followers, all
of whom are believed to be men of Arabic eloquence. Accordingly, most scholars
approve of these readings, whether seven or ten or beyond, as evidence. A
demonstration of Al-Hasan Al-Basri’s five recitations, being the focus of research
attention, follows. The grammarians who disapproved of Al-Hasan’s recitations
are mentioned along with their reasoning. Supportive guidelines by other

grammarians concerning Al-Hasan’s recitations are also forwarded. The
-]

228



researcher argues that criticising or weakening of Al-Hasan’s readings is
unjustifiable, so long as they are evidenced in some way in Arabic grammar. The

research concludes with a summary of the main findings.
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