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 ABSTRACT    
This qualitative study examines conversational and conventional implicature in Arabic Libyan children's literature, 
with particular focus on war narratives. Drawing upon Grice's Cooperative Principle and its associated Maxims, the 
analysis of extracts from two short stories by renowned Libyan authors addressed to children reveals complex 
patterns of meaning construction in texts addressing conflict and warfare. Through systematic examination of both 
speaker-meaning and conventionally-triggered implicatures, the study identifies distinctive communicative strategies 
employed in children's literature dealing with sensitive topics. The findings demonstrate how authors navigate the 
challenges of presenting war-related themes to young readers through strategic manipulation of implicature types, 
creating layered meanings that accommodate both immediate comprehension and deeper reflection. The study 
contributes to our understanding of how children's literature employs implicature mechanisms to convey complex 
social and political realities, while maintaining age-appropriate discourse. 
 

  Keywords: ELT, TEFL, short stories, vocabulary, teaching 

 
    الملخص 

والتقليدي في أدب الأطفال الليبي العربي، مع التركيز بشكل خاص على روايات الحرب. بالاعتماد على    تبحث هذه الدراسة النوعية في التضمين المحادث 
ماط  مبدأ غرايس التعاوني والمبادئ المرتبطة به يكشف تحليل مقتطفات من قصتين قصيرتين لمؤلفين ليبيين مشهورين موجهتين إلى الأطفال عن أن 

بناء المعنى في النصوص الت  تشغيلها  معقدة من  والضمنيات الت يتم  تتناول الصراع والحرب. من خلال الفحص المنهجي لكل من معنى المتحدث   
يتنقل    تقليديا، تحدد الدراسة استراتيجيات التواصل المميزة المستخدمة في أدب الأطفال الذي يتعامل مع الموضوعات الحساسة. توضح النتائج كيف 

عات المتعلقة بالحرب للقراء الأطفال من خلال التلاعب الاستراتيجي بأنواع التضمين، وخلق معاني متعددة الطبقات.  المؤلفون مع تحديات تقديم الموضو 
ب المناسب  تساهم الدراسة في فهمنا لكيفية استخدام أدب الأطفال لآليات ضمنية لنقل الحقائق الاجتماعية والسياسية المعقدة، مع الحفاظ على الخطا 

.للعمر 
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Introduction 

Implicature constitutes a pivotal construct within the field of pragmatics, serving to elucidate 
the distinction between the information that is overtly articulated in narratives and the 
meanings that are subtly inferred through contextual cues and cognitive processing. Within 
the domain of Arabic children's literature, and more specifically in Libyan children’s literature 
being the focus of this study, this linguistic phenomenon assumes a vital function in the 
construction of nuanced meanings that captivate young audiences while imparting significant 

social and cultural lessons . 

Implicature signifies the implications that transcend the straightforward interpretation of 
language, incorporating both conventional implicatures which emerge from established 
linguistic norms and conversational implicatures which arise from the principles of cooperative 
interaction. In the realm of children's literature, authors intentionally utilize implicature to 

craft narratives that function on various cognitive and emotional dimensions concurrently  . 

The examination of implicit meaning in Arabic Libyan children's literature reveals sophisticated 
mechanisms through which texts communicate complex social, cultural, and moral concepts 
to young readers. Grasping the intricate nature of implicature within the realm of Arabic 
Libyan children's literature provides scholars and educators with profound insights into the 
multifaceted ways in which literary texts convey intricate social, cultural, and moral lessons, 
all the while simultaneously fostering the development of comprehension skills in young 
readers who are navigating their formative years. This study illuminates how literary works 
designed for children employ subtle linguistic cues to convey deeper meanings beyond explicit 
text interpretation. Through careful analysis of these narrative structures, researchers gain 
valuable insights into how children develop comprehension abilities while simultaneously 
absorbing cultural values and social norms. This particular field of research is hardly tapped, 
yet it plays a pivotal role in enhancing the overall understanding of the processes involved 
in linguistic development and the mechanisms of cultural transmission that occur through 
the narratives crafted for children, thus revealing the interplay between language and 
socialization in young audiences. The intersection of implicature theory and children's 
literature provides a unique lens through which scholars can understand both linguistic 

acquisition processes and the transmission of cultural heritage across generations . 

Relevant Literature Review 

Implicature is a key element in human communication, enabling speakers to express meaning 
indirectly while listeners infer the intended message through context and mutual 
understanding. It underscores the depth and intricacy of language, showing that meaning 
frequently extends beyond the literal interpretation of words. As a concept within pragmatics, 
a branch of linguistics, implicature refers to the implied meaning a speaker communicates, 
which is not explicitly stated but is inferred by the listener using contextual cues, shared 
knowledge, and conversational norms. Below are scholarly definitions of implicature, 

accompanied by recent references . 

Grice (1975) introduced the technical term ‘implicature’. He asserts that in conversation, human 
beings follow a behavioral dictum which he calls the ‘Cooperative Principle’. He explains it 

as follows (ibid:45) : 

Make your conversational contribution such as is required, at the stage at which it occurs, 

by the accepted purpose of direction of the talk exchange in which you are engaged  . 

Grice (1975) points out that each participant in conversation assumes that the other is adhering 
to the Cooperative Principles in conversation, which are the quantity, quality, relation and 
manner maxims. However, these conversational maxims may be flouted, giving rise to 
implicature. He identifies two kinds of implicature, conversational and conventional. 
Conversational implicature does not require special knowledge in the context to calculate the 
additional meaning. Scalar implicature is another kind of conversational implicature. The basis 
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of scalar implicature is that when any form in a scale is asserted, the negative of all forms 

higher on the scale are implied . 

Conversational implicature are situated within conversation with the inference being made 
by the hearer of the utterances which attempt to maintain interaction with speakers. In 
contrast to the conversational implicature, conventional implicature is not based on the 
cooperative principles or maxims. It does not have to occur in conversation, and it does not 
depend on special words and result in additional conveyed meanings when those words are 

used. Some conjunctions e.g., ‘and’, ‘yet’, ‘even’ and ‘but’ carry conventional implicature  . 

Grice (1975) articulates that within the framework of any given conversation, each participant 
inherently presumes that their conversational partner is conforming to the Cooperative 
Principles, which encompass four fundamental maxims: quantity, quality, re lation, and 
manner. Nevertheless, it is crucial to recognize that these conversational maxims may be 
intentionally breached, which can lead to the emergence of implicature in discourse. Grice 
delineates two distinct varieties of implicature: conversational implicature and conventional 
implicature. Notably, conversational implicature does not necessitate any specialized contextual 
knowledge for the interlocutor to deduce the additional layers of meaning that are implied. 
A specific subset of conversational implicature is known as scalar implicature, which operates 
on the premise that when a particular form within a given scale is asserted, it simultaneously 

implies the negation of all forms that are situated higher on that scale  . 

Conversational implicature is intricately woven into the fabric of dialogic interaction, wherein 
the listener actively engages in the process of inference, deriving meaning from the utterances 
made by the speaker in an effort to sustain the flow of interaction. In stark contrast to 
conversational implicature, conventional implicature operates independently of the Cooperative 
Principles or their associated maxims. It does not necessarily manifest within the parameters 
of conversation; furthermore, it does not rely upon particular lexical choices to yield additional 
meanings when those specific terms are employed. Certain conjunctions, such as ‘and’, ‘yet’, 
‘even’, and ‘but’, are notable examples that inherently carry conventional implicature, thereby 
enriching the communicative exchange with layers of meaning that extend beyond mere 

literal interpretation . 

Huang (2014) argues that implicature is a core part of how speakers communicate, where the 
intended meaning goes beyond the literal words used. It occurs when speakers imply 
something rather than stating it directly, relying on listeners to use context and conversational 
rules to understand their full message. This process depends on shared understanding and 

cooperation, allowing for complex and efficient communication   . 

Sperber and Wilson develop (1986) Relevance Theory, offering a pragmatic perspective on 
implicature that expands on Grice’s work (1975). They propose that implicatures are not 
directly encoded in language but are instead inferred by listeners using contextual cues and 
the principle of relevance. Central to their theory is the idea that communication inherently 
presumes optimal relevance, meaning listeners expect speakers to provide information that is 
worth processing. This expectation guides listeners to uncover implicatures. Sperber and 
Wilson (1986) differentiate between explicatures (directly communicated content) and 
implicatures (inferred meanings), and further classify implicatures as either strong (clearly 
intended) or weak (more open to interpretation). They stress that implicatures are highly 
context-sensitive and facilitate efficient communication by enabling speakers to convey richer 
meanings with fewer words, relying on the listener’s inferential abilities. In essence, their 
theory moves beyond strict linguistic frameworks, emphasizing the cognitive and inferential 

processes that underpin how listeners understand implied meanings in communication  . 

In conclusion, it can be observed that the theoretical framework posited by Sperber and 
Wilson conceptualizes implicature not merely as a static element of language but rather as a 
dynamic inferential mechanism that is primarily motivated by the overarching principle of 
relevance; in this intricate process, it is the listeners who play an active role in the 
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construction of meaning, drawing upon various contextual cues and operating under the 
underlying assumption that speakers are consistently striving to ensure their contributions of 
optimal relevance to the ongoing discourse. This nuanced perspective signif ies a remarkable 
departure from the traditional emphasis on rigid linguistic rules and instead redirects 
attention toward the intricate cognitive processes and the essential role of pragmatic inference 
that govern the way individuals interpret communicative acts within diverse contexts. By 
recognizing the active engagement of listeners in meaning-making, this approach fosters a 
deeper understanding of communication that transcends mere linguistic formality, thereby 

illuminating the complex interplay between language, thought, and social interaction . 

Carston is a leading scholar in pragmatics, especially recognized for her contributions to 
relevance theory and her perspectives on implicature. Carston (1991) expands on the core 
concepts of Relevance Theory developed by Sperber and Wilson (1986). This theory suggests 
that human communication is guided by the principle of relevance, meaning that every act 
of intentional communication carries an implicit assumption that it is optimally relevant to 

the recipient . 

Carston’s views (1991) on implicature, grounded in Relevance Theory, highlight the dynamic 
interplay between explicature, the explicit, contextually enriched meaning of an utterance 
and implicature, the inferred, implicit meanings. She argues that implicatures are derived 
through relevance-guided inference, where listeners seek the most relevant interpretation 
based on context. Moreover, she distinguishes between strong implicatures, which are central 
to the speaker’s intended meaning, and weak implicatures, which are more open-ended and 
less crucial. Emphasizing contextual modulation, she notes that the same utterance can yield 
different implicatures depending on the situation. Additionally, Carston (1991) challenges 
Grice’s (1975) rigid separation of ‘what is said’ and ‘what is implicated,’ advocating instead 
for a more integrated view where pragmatic processes enrich both explicit and implicit 
meanings. In essence, she sees implicature as a fluid, context-driven process central to 

communication, with relevance playing a key role in meaning construction  . 

Levinson (2000:173) characterizes implicature ‘as a form of inferred meaning’ that is not 
overtly expressed, but is instead ‘communicated through the pragmatic principles’ that 
regulate conversational interaction. In contrast to Grice (1975), who places significant emphasis 
on the influence of context and the intentions of the speaker, Levinson (2000) posits that a 
substantial number of implicatures emerge as default inferences. These inferences are 
automatically generated unless the specific context actively prevents their occurrence. Levinson 
refers to these default, context-independent inferences as generalized conversational 
implicatures (GCIs), highlighting their systematic and predictable nature within the framework 

of pragmatic interpretation . 

Grice's (1975) Cooperative Principle and its accompanying maxims of conversation established 
the framework for analyzing implicature, suggesting that communication relies on mutual 
cooperation, relevance, clarity, and truthfulness. Sperber and Wilson (1986) expanded this idea 
with their Relevance Theory, arguing that human communication is driven by the pursuit of 
relevance as people naturally aim to derive the most meaningful interpretation of a message 
with minimal cognitive effort. When applied to children's literature, these theories offer 
valuable insights into how implicature works. Authors of children's books often use implied 
meanings and contextual hints to convey deeper messages, allowing young readers to engage 
with the text on multiple levels. By studying how children interpret these implied meanings, 
researchers can better understand the development of pragmatic skills and how children learn 
to navigate both explicit and implicit information. Grice's principles provide a powerful 
framework for exploring the ways children's literature supports language and cognitive 

growth through the use of implicature . 

Smith and Johnson (2019) investigate the ways in which implicature plays a crucial role in 
fostering pragmatic development among young readers. Through a detailed analysis of widely-
read children's books, the authors uncover consistent patterns of implicature that are tailored 
to align with the cognitive and linguistic capabilities of children at various developmental 
stages. The research underscores the significance of implicature in cultivating essential 
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inferential skills, such as the ability to grasp contextual cues, deduce meanings that are not 
directly stated, and interpret indirect forms of communication. By engaging with texts rich 
in implicature, children are better equipped to navigate the complexities of social and 
linguistic interactions, which in turn enhances their overall pragmatic competence. The study 
concludes that implicature serves as a valuable tool in children's literature, not only for 
storytelling but also for preparing young readers to understand and participate in nuanced 

communication in real-world settings . 

Brown and Taylor. (2021) conduct a study that explores the significant role that implicature 
plays in moral education research through children's stories. The authors propose that 
implicature serves as a powerful tool for teaching moral lessons, as it requires children to 
actively engage in inferential thinking to uncover the underlying messages within narratives. 
By analyzing a selection of popular children's stories, the study demonstrates how implicature 
encourages deeper cognitive engagement, prompting children to reflect on and internal ize 
moral principles such as empathy, fairness, and responsibility. The indirect nature of 
implicature not only makes moral lessons more engaging but also more memorable, as children 
must process and interpret the meaning themselves. Furthermore, the study suggests that 
this process of inference fosters critical thinking and moral reasoning, equipping children 
with the skills to navigate ethical dilemmas in real-life situations. Overall, the research 
underscores the value of implicature in children's literature as a means of promoting moral 

development in a subtle yet effective way . 

Wilson and Clark (2022) examine the development of children's ability to comprehend 
implicatures within narrative stories, using a cognitive developmental framework. The study 
investigates how this ability evolves with age, emphasizing the influence of cognitive and 
linguistic growth. By conducting experiments with children of different age groups, the 
authors reveal that younger children often interpret language literally and face challenges in 
grasping implicatures, whereas older children show more sophisticated inferential abilities, 
resembling adult comprehension. Key factors such as theory of mind, executive functioning, 
and linguistic experience are identified as critical in supporting this developmental shift. The 
research underscores the relationship between cognitive maturation and pragmatic language 
acquisition, providing valuable insights into how children learn to interpret complex 

communicative contexts . 

Smith and Johnson (2022) conducted a study that examines how children develop the ability 
to comprehend implicature that goes beyond the literal interpretation of words within the 
context of children's literature. The research delves into the developmental trajectory of this 
skill, analyzing how children of varying ages interpret and respond to contextual and 
pragmatic cues embedded in texts. The study found that younger children often struggle 
with grasping subtle implied meanings, while older children show a marked improvement in 
their ability to infer and understand implicature, particularly as they become more attuned 
to linguistic nuances and contextual clues. The authors emphasize the significance of 
developmental progression in acquiring pragmatic language skills and suggest that children's 
literature, with its rich and varied use of implicature, can play a critical role in nurturing 
these abilities. This research provides valuable insights for educators and caregivers on how 

to support children's language development through targeted literary exposure  . 

Thompson and Davis (2022) explore how Aesop's fables convey moral lessons through 
pragmatic implicature, focusing on the indirect ways these stories communicate values to 
children. By analyzing the fables' language and structure, the authors argue that the implicit 
messages encourage critical thinking and moral reasoning, rather than simply prescribing 
behavior. This approach aligns with educational goals of fostering independent thought and 
ethical decision-making in young readers. The study highlights the enduring relevance of 
Aesop's fables in children's literature and their effectiveness in teaching morals subtly and 

engagingly . 

Brown and Green (2023) investigate the significance of implicature in early literacy 
development, emphasizing the role of picture books in fostering inference-making skills among 
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young learners. The study posits that picture books utilize both visual and textual elements 
to communicate implicit meanings, thereby prompting children to engage in inferential 
reasoning and enhancing their comprehension abilities. The authors contend that this 
inferential process is crucial for early literacy, as it enables children to connect explicit 
integral to advanced reading comprehension and cognitive growth. The findings advocate 
content with underlying messages. Their research highlights the potential for educators and 
caregivers to strategically employ picture books with rich, contextual depth to cultivate 
inference-making, a skill for the intentional selection of picture books that support the 

development of these critical literacy skills . 

Research on implicature in children's Arabic literature is a relatively underexplored area, 
though it holds significant potential given the rich linguistic and cultural context of the 
Arabic language. Arabic is a high-context language, meaning that much of its communication 
relies on implicit meaning, cultural knowledge, and shared context. This characteristic makes 
implicature a particularly important aspect of Arabic literature, including works aimed at 
children. Children's literature in Arabic often incorporates cultural, religious, and moral 
lessons, which are frequently conveyed through implicature rather than explicit statements. 
For example, traditional stories like those from Kalila wa Dimna or One Thousand- and One-
Nights use animals and fictional characters to implicitly teach ethical principles, making 

implicature a key tool for conveying deeper meanings  . 

From a developmental perspective, understanding how children acquire pragmatic competence, 
including the ability to grasp implicature, is crucial. Studies in developmental pragmatics 
have shown that children begin to understand simple implicatures around the age of 4-5, but 
more complex forms, such as irony, sarcasm, or culturally specific references, develop later. 
For Arabic-speaking children, this process may be further complicated by the diglossic nature 
of the language, where Modern Standard Arabic used in literature differs significantly from 
the regional dialects spoken at home. This gap between the language of literature and 
everyday speech could influence how children interpret implicature in Arabic stories, making 

it an interesting area for further research . 

In Arabic children's literature, implicature is often used to convey moral and cultural values. 
Modern Arabic children's books, like their traditional counterparts, continue to employ 
implicature to address contemporary issues such as gender roles, environmental awareness, 
and social justice. For instance, a story might use metaphorical language or symbolic characters 
to implicitly discuss topics like equality or sustainability. Additionally, the use of proverbs, 
idiomatic expressions, and culturally specific references in these stories often carry implicit 
meanings that require a shared cultural understanding to be fully grasped. This reliance on 
implicature not only enriches the narrative but also serves as a way to subtly educate young 

readers about societal norms and values . 

Although there are not many studies dedicated exclusively to Arabic children's literature, the 
latest research offers important insights into the strategies used to analyze implicature in 
texts aimed at young Arabic readers. Recent studies on implicature in Arabic children's 

literature have shed new light on how implicit meanings operate in this unique context  . 

Despite the growing interest in implicature within Arabic linguistics, there is a noticeable 
gap in research specifically the ones that focus on children's literature. While studies on 
implicature in adult Arabic discourse are more common, the application of these findings to 
children's books remains limited. Comparative studies between Arabic and other languages, 
such as English or French, could provide valuable insights into how implicature functions 

differently across cultural and linguistic contexts  . 

The educational implications of understanding implicature in Arabic children's literature are 
significant. Educators could use this knowledge to develop strategies for teaching children 
how to decode implicit meanings, thereby improving their reading comprehension and critical 
thinking skills. For example, teachers might focus on helping students identify and interpret 
proverbs, metaphors, and cultural references in stories, fostering a deeper understanding of 
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both the language and the culture. Experimental methods and corpus analysis could be 
employed to study how children comprehend implicature and to identify common linguistic 
patterns in Arabic children's books. While research on implicature in children's Arabic 
literature is still emerging, it offers a promising avenue for exploring how language, culture, 
and cognition intersect in the development of young readers. By investigating how implicature 
is used in Arabic stories and how children interpret these implicit meanings, researchers can 
contribute to both linguistic theory and educational practice, ultimately enriching the literary 
and cultural experiences of Arabic-speaking children. The following s are some of the 

significant researches on implicature in Arabic children’s literature : 

Al-Mansour (2011) examines how Arabic children's literature acts as a key tool for preserving 
and passing down cultural values. The study notes that these stories often incorporate 
traditional morals, societal norms, and historical contexts, helping to shape children's cultural 
identity and heritage. Al-Mansour stresses the role of storytelling and language in connecting 
young readers to their roots. The research also addresses challenges, such as navigating the 
tension between tradition and modernity and mitigating the impact of globalization. Overall, 
the study highlights the importance of culturally meaningful literature in maintaining a sense 

of identity and continuity within Arab communities  . 

Al-Qahtani (2013) investigates the acquisition of pragmatic competence in Arabic -speaking 
children, focusing on their ability to understand and use implicature in social contexts. The 
study explores how children develop skills such as interpreting indirect requests, sarcasm, 
and culturally specific expressions, while considering the impact of Arabic's diglossic nature 
(Modern Standard Arabic vs. regional dialects) and cultural norms. Findings indicate that 
simpler pragmatic skills emerge earlier than complex ones, with cultural and linguistic factors 
playing a significant role in development. The study underscores the importance of integrating 
pragmatic competence into language education and highlights the need for culturally relevant 
materials to support children's understanding of implicit meanings, which has implications 

for their comprehension of Arabic children's literature  . 

Al-Yaqout (2015), examines the shift in Arabic children's literature from overtly didactic texts 
to more creative and implicit storytelling, which often relies on implicature. It traces the 
historical development of Arabic children's literature, highlighting its shift from primarily 
didactic and religiously oriented texts to more creative and child-centered narratives. The 
article examines how early Arabic children's literature was heavily influenced by moral and 
educational purposes, often serving as a tool for religious and cultural instruction. Over time, 
however, the genre evolved to embrace imaginative storytelling, artistic expression, and 
themes that resonate with children's experiences and interests. Al-Yaqout emphasizes the role 
of socio-political changes, globalization, and increased access to international children's 
literature in shaping this transformation. The study provides a critical analysis of key 
milestones and influential works in the field, offering valuable insights into the dynamic 
nature of Arabic children's literature and its ongoing journey toward balancing tradition and 

modernity . 

Khalil's (2018) explores the evolving landscape of children's literature in the Arab world, 
highlighting both its progress and the obstacles it faces. The study identifies key trends, such 
as the incorporation of culturally relevant themes, moral lessons, and social issues, as well as 
the increasing use of innovative narrative techniques and visual storytelling. Authors and 
illustrators are striving to create works that resonate with young readers while preserving 
Arab cultural identity. However, the genre faces significant challenges, including limited 
funding, uneven distribution, and competition from translated Western works, which often 
dominate the market. Additionally, the tension between Modern Standard Arabic and 
colloquial dialects poses linguistic challenges, and traditional attitudes toward children's 
literature sometimes hinder its development. Despite these barriers, the article underscores 
the importance of nurturing Arabic children's literature as a vital tool for fostering literacy, 
cultural pride, and creativity among Arab youth. Khalil calls for greater collaboration among 
authors, educators, publishers, and policymakers to address these challenges and ensure the 

genre's growth and sustainability in a globalized world  . 



Mouzughi, Dual Implicature Analysis in Arabic Libyan Children’s Literature Ibrahim,  

 

 

Faculty of languages Journal    (13 )8  

Al-Qasim’s (2021) examines how cultural meanings and values are subtly conveyed in modern 
Arabic children’s storybooks. The study focuses on the implicit cultural messages embedded 
in the language, themes, and narratives of these texts, emphasizing their role in shaping 

young readers' understanding of their cultural identity  . 

Using a qualitative case study approach, the author analyzes a selection of contemporary 
Arabic children’s books to identify recurring cultural themes and linguistic patterns. The 
findings show that these storybooks often reflect societal norms, traditions, and values, such 
as family bonds, religious principles, and social customs. Al-Qasim (2021) argues that these 
elements are intentionally woven into the narratives to promote cultural awareness and 

continuity among young readers . 

The study highlights the role of children’s literature as a tool for socialization, subtly 
introducing children to their cultural heritage while encouraging moral and ethical 
development. However, Al-Qasim (2021) also addresses the challenges of balancing cultural 
preservation with the influence of globalization and modernity. The author suggests that 
writers and educators must carefully navigate this balance to create stories that are both 

culturally meaningful and relatable to contemporary audiences  . 

In conclusion, the research emphasizes the importance of culturally rich literature in shaping 
children’s perspectives and calls for further exploration of how cultural implicature functions 
in diverse literary contexts. This study contributes to the fields of children’s literature, cultural 
studies, and education, offering valuable insights into the interplay between language, culture, 

and identity entity in Arabic storytelling . 

Al-Harbi (2021) investigates the changing landscape of Arabic children's literature using a 
pragmatic approach. The study delves into how contemporary Arabic children's books reflect 
shifts in society, cultural values, and educational objectives, with a particular focus on the 

role of language and communication in these texts . 

The author identifies several emerging trends, such as the inclusion of modern themes like 
technology, environmental issues, and social justice, alongside traditional cultural and moral 
lessons. Al-Harbi (2021) notes a move away from overly moralistic and instructional storytelling 
toward more engaging, child-focused narratives that promote creativity and critical thinking. 
The study also underscores how language in these texts helps shape children's cultural 

identity and their understanding of the world . 

Using a pragmatic framework, the research analyzes linguistic elements like dialogue, 
narrative structure, and contextual cues to assess how they enhance the effectiveness of 
children's literature in delivering messages and developing communication skills.  Al-Harbi 
concludes that modern Arabic children's literature is becoming more dynamic, blending global 
influences with cultural traditions to create stories that resonate with young readers while 

preserving their heritage . 

This work adds to the broader conversation about children's literature by shedding light on 
the unique qualities and evolving nature of Arabic children's books. It offers valuable insights 
for educators, writers, and policymakers in the Arab world, highlighting the importance of 

balancing tradition and modernity in shaping the next generation's literary experiences  . 

Al-Zahrani (2023) examines how implicature functions in digital Arabic children's literature 
and its impact on the development of pragmatic skills in young readers. The study focuses 
on the ways digital platforms, with their interactive and multimodal features, facilitate the 

use of implicature in Arabic children's stories . 

The study analyzes a collection of digital Arabic children's texts, exploring how visual, 
auditory, and interactive elements complement linguistic cues to convey implied meanings. 
Al-Zahrani argues that these digital formats provide a dynamic environment for children to 
engage with and interpret implicature, thereby enhancing their ability to infer meaning from 
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context—an essential skill for language and communication development. Additionally, the 
study emphasizes the cultural nuances of implicature in Arabic storytelling, showing how 
traditional narrative techniques are adapted in digital media to meet contemporary educational 
objectives. Al-Zahrani concludes that digital Arabic children's literature holds significant 
potential for advancing pragmatic competence and calls for further exploration of its 
educational applications and implications for language learning in the digital era. The study 
bridges the fields of digital humanities, pragmatics, and children's literature, offering new 

insights into the intersection of these disciplines  . 

Methodology 

This qualitative investigation employed a discourse analytic framework to scrutinize both 
conversational and conventional implicature within the corpus of children's literature from 
Arabic Libya, with a particular emphasis on narratives pertaining to warfare. The datas 
consisted of twelve excerpts extracted from two short stories, which were selected based on 
their recognized significance within the realm of Libyan children's literature, their explicit 
thematic concentration on warfare, and the authors' established literary credentials. Through 
a meticulous examination of the texts, accentuating passages that potentially embody instances 
of implicatures—both conversational and conventional—related to the depiction of war and 
conflict, six excerpts from each narrative were discerned; three representing conversational 
implicatures and three denoting conventional ones. All selected excerpts underwent translation 

into English . 

The data analysis was conducted using a discourse analytic approach, grounded in Grice's 
Cooperative Principle and its associated Maxims (Quality, Quantity, Relation, and Manner). 
This framework provided a systematic method for identifying and interpreting both 
conversational and conventional implicatures within the selected literary excerpts. 
Conversational implicatures were identified through instances where the texts deviated from 
Grice's Maxims, while conventional implicatures were located through the presence of specific 
lexical or grammatical markers. A thorough contextual analysis was performed, considering 
the broader narrative framework, including character interactions, plot progression, and 
relevant cultural backgrounds, to accurately interpret the intended meanings embedded within 
the implicatures. Finally, the findings were interpreted and synthesized to reveal the 
distinctive communicative strategies employed in Libyan children's literature when addressing 
war narratives. This involved examining how the authors' strategic manipulation of 
implicature types facilitated the conveyance of complex socio-political realities while 

maintaining age-appropriate discourse . 

Analysis and Discussion 

 ( p.3لمحاكمتهم.)   الاحتلال بأولئك الذين رفعوا السلاح في وجه    - المحاكم  - .فقد جئ إليها  1

Those who raised arms against the occupation were brought to trial in front of the courts. 
(Mustafa,1987) 

In the above sentence, the conversational implicature violates the Maxim of Quantity by 
giving excessive details that aims to convey additional implicit meaning, and the Maxim of 

Manner by using lengthy and circuitous expressions instead of direct descript ion . 

The speaker's choice of verbose expression reflects a sophisticated application of Grice's 
principles, where deliberately avoiding brevity generates enhanced meaning. Rather than 
opting for straightforward communication, the speaker employs linguistic complexity to 
achieve multiple communicative objectives simultaneously. The author hints that the occupiers' 
presence is seen as an injustice because religious doctrine demands that landowners resist 

such intrusion . 
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 ( p.3.مازال يتذكر كل شئ حتى أدق التفاصيل... ) 2

He still remembers everything, even the smallest details…(Mustafa,1987)    

In the above excerpt, the writer implies the significance of the incident and how highly 
important it is. In addition, there is an exhibition of a sense of pride and triumph of the 
accomplishment (killing one of the Italian officers). It violates Grice's Quantity Maxim through 

three distinct mechanisms: the use of شئئئئ   "    كل  provides excessive detail by emphasizing 

comprehensiveness, while adds unnecessary specificity about detail size, and أدق التفاصيل         مازال    

offers redundant temporal confirmation. These elements work together to deliberately exceed 
normal communicative requirements, creating enhanced implicature that conveys meaning 

beyond literal interpretation . 

Moreover; the expression exemplifies violations of Grice's Manner Maxim through multiple 
strategies employing circuitous expression that winds through various descriptive elements, 
incorporating unnecessary elaboration that extends beyond communicative necessity, and 
presenting importance indirectly rather than stating it outright. These violations work 
together to create a layered effect where meaning emerges gradually through deliberate 

complexity rather than direct statement . 

.أفلت حقا من حبل المشئنقة من ادداية أدر  أن الضئابب به مس من اونون و ن مسئتعدا أن يقسئم على ولك ولكن هل يصئل 3
 ( p.8به الأمر أن يصدر حكما بالعفو عنه؟) 

He really escaped the gallows from the beginning, I realized that the officer was possessed 
by madness and was ready to swear to that, but would it reach the point that he would 
issue a verdict of acquittal? (Mustafa,1987) 

The preceding excerpt illustrates systematic contraventions of Grice's Quantity Maxim through 

three discernible mechanisms: the intensifier  contributes excessive emphasis beyond the حقا     

bounds of communicative necessity, the temporal marker  introduces superfluous من ادئدايئة     
chronological information, and the redundant assertion  reinforces a كان مسئتعدا أن يقسئم على ولك     
meaning already established within the contextual framework. These intentional violations 
collaborate to engender enhanced implicature, wherein the speaker's certainty and commitment 
are manifested through meticulously layered redundancies rather than through direct 

articulation . 

Furthermore, Grice's Manner Maxim is transgressed through several strategies: the employment 
of circuitous expressions that meander through various descriptive elements, the incorporation 
of unnecessary elaboration regarding the officer's condition, and the presentation of the final 
judgment in an indirect manner as opposed to a straightforward declaration. These violations 
conspire to create a layered effect whereby meaning gradually unfolds through intentional 

complexity rather than through direct statement . 

Grice's Relevance Maxim is similarly transgressed through three interrelated strategies: the 
introduction of supplementary details that extend beyond the essential narrative, the 
imposition of undue emphasis on the officer's physical and emotional state, and the structuring 
of the final confrontation in an indirect fashion. These violations function in concert to 
construct a narrative that cultivates meaning through the careful layering of ostensibly 

irrelevant information, ultimately enhancing the comprehension of the events' significance . 

The author subtly suggests to the impressionable and youthful audience that the law 
enforcement officers should not be perceived as a menacing or intimidating force; furthermore, 
it is evident that the officer in question exhibits neither the requisite physical robustness nor 
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the necessary mental fortitude that would typically characterize an individual in such a 
position of authority. There exists a discernible inclination within the text to instill in the 
readers a sense of empowerment and confidence, fostering the belief that they possess the 
inherent capability and resilience to protect and defend their homeland against any potential 

threats or adversities . 

 ( p.8) 4لم ير الرصاصة ولكنه رأى الضابب الإيطالي في ساقية الحمراء وهو يهوي من فوق فرسه..  

He didn't see the bullet, but he saw the Italian officer in Saqiyat al-Hamra falling from his 

horse .  (Mustafa,1987 ( 

The sentence demonstrates conventional implicature through its strategic juxtaposition of 
contrasting visual experiences. The speaker's failure to see the bullet (negative assertion) is 
deliberately paired with their clear observation of the Italian officer falling from his horse 
(positive assertion), creating an implicature that suggests the bullet caused the fall. This 
implicature arises naturally from the grammatical structure and logical connection between 
the clauses, requiring no special inference beyond ordinary language processing. The 
conventional nature of this implicature lies in how the contrast between what wasn't seen 
(the invisible bullet) and what was seen (the visible consequence) automatically triggers the 
causal inference in the listener's mind, without needing any special contextual information 
or unusual reasoning processes. The writer suggests that a life given in defense of land is 
treated as expendable, and the bullet that killed Al-Mabrouk is viewed as relatively 
insignificant compared to the one that killed the Italian officer. These implications are aligned 

with Islamic religious commands of defending one’s land . 

 ( p.5.سوف أشنق نفسي بحزامي إوا لم اصبه في رأسه. ) 5. 

I will hang myself with my belt if I don't hit him in the head. (Mustafa,1987) 

The above sentence demonstrates conventional implicature through its strategic combination 
of conditional threat and specific action. The speaker's declaration that they will hang 
themselves with their belt if they miss the target creates a conventional implicature that they 
are absolutely certain of their marksmanship. This meaning emerges naturally from the 
ordinary interpretation of such extreme conditional statements in Arabic cultural context, 
where such dramatic self-threats typically signal complete confidence rather than genuine 
intent to harm oneself. The conventional nature of this implicature lies in how the combination 
of the conditional structure with the extreme consequence automatically triggers the inference 
of certainty in the listener's mind, requiring no special context or unusual reasoning processes 

beyond ordinary language processing . 

Through subtle narrative suggestions, the author skillfully conveys to young readers the 
protagonist's exceptional proficiency in combat arts. Rather than explicit statements, the writer 
masterfully weaves together various narrative elements that collectively demonstrate the 
character's remarkable fighting abilities, allowing young readers to naturally discover the 

protagonist's impressive martial expertise through the story's progression  . 

 ( p.7) 6رفع رأسه ونظر الى المبرو  قائلا: يمكنك أن تنصرف إلى بيتك أيها الرجل. . 

He raised his head and looked at Mabrook, saying: "You may return to your home, Man." 
(Mustafa,1987)   

The sentence demonstrates conventional implicature through its strategic combination of 
physical actions and verbal commands. The speaker's deliberate head-raising and gaze toward 

Mabrook    ( followed by the formal address رجل"اا "      "أيهااا  conventionally implicate a shift in 
authority dynamics, suggesting that the speaker has assumed or is asserting a position of 
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power. This meaning emerges naturally from the ordinary interpretation of these actions in 
Arabic cultural context, where such physical gestures and formal address patterns typically 
signal hierarchical relationships. The conventional nature of this implicature lies in how the 
combination of physical actions (head-raising and directed gaze) with formal language 
automatically triggers the inference of authority assertion in the listener's mind, requiring no 

special context or unusual reasoning processes beyond ordinary language processing . 

 

 ( p.11.الحمد لله على سلامتك. كدنا نيأس من وصولك .. ولكن الرجال تتلاقى واوبال لا تتلاقى.) 1

Praise be to Allah for your safety. We had almost lost hope of your arrival. But men meet 
while mountains never meet. (Al-Koni,1987) 

In the above Arabic text, several of Grice's Cooperative Principles are deliberately violated to 
achieve specific communicative effects. The Maxim of Quantity is notably violated when the 
speaker states "we almost lost hope of your arrival" without providing specific details about 
the duration or circumstances of the wait, creating an implicature about the length and 
intensity of the waiting period. The Maxim of Manner is also flouted through the use of the 
proverb "men meet while mountains never meet," which employs an indirect and metaphorical 
expression rather than stating directly that human connections are stronger than physical 
obstacles. Furthermore, there appears to be a clash between the Maxim of Quality and 
Quantity when the speaker says "we almost lost hope" - while this statement strives for 
truthfulness (Quality), it deliberately avoids providing complete information about the waiting 
period (Quantity), leading to an implicature about the depth of their concern. Finally, the 
Maxim of Relation is seemingly violated through the abrupt transition from expressing relief 
("thanks to God for your safety") to discussing near-despair ("we almost lost hope"), yet this 
apparent irrelevance itself implies the intensity of their emotional journey during the waiting 
period. These violations of the maxims are intentional and create rich implicatures that 

enhance the emotional impact and depth of the message  . 

 ( p.21.مسكين جبران المرابب! لأنه لن يسعد برؤيتهم إلى الأبد.) 2  

Poor Gibran Al-Marabit! He will never be happy seeing them forever. (Al-Koni,1987) 

The text exhibits a powerful conversational implicature through the deliberate violation of 
Grice's Cooperative maxims. The speaker's statement appears to be a straightforward expression 
of sympathy, but it carries deeper meaning beyond its literal interpretation. The Maxim of 
Quantity is violated through the speaker's choice of brevity, implying much more than is 
explicitly stated - specifically suggesting that Gibran Al-Marabit has died or passed away, 
rather than stating this directly. The Maxim of Relation is seemingly flouted by the abrupt 
shift from expressing sympathy to discussing permanent separation, yet this apparent 
irrelevance itself implies the permanence of death. Furthermore, the Maxim of Quality is 
violated through the understatement inherent in "poor Gibran," which indirectly communicates 
profound loss rather than stating it outright. Through these maxim violations, the speaker 
conveys the devastating news of someone's passing while maintaining cultural sensitivity and 
emotional delicacy, allowing the listener to infer the tragic circumstances without being 

confronted with them directly . 

 ( p.5. وهل تعتقد أنك تستطيع أن تهزمنا برجالك وعتاد  هذا؟ لا كنت أعلم أني لا أستطيع.) 3

 "Do you think you can defeat us with your men and weapons? No, I know I cannot  ( ".Al-

Koni,1987   

The Arabic dialogue demonstrates a sophisticated manipulation of Grice's Cooperative Principle 
through the strategic flouting of multiple maxims: the Maxim of Quality is violated through 
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statements the speaker clearly doesn't believe )"لا كنت أعلم أني لا أساااا"(, "       creating an ironic 

effect; the Maxim of Quantity is flouted through excessive detail in the initial question )"ه    

and elaborate reference toتع"قد أنك تساا"(,  أت تهنانا"   "ر"اجك وع"ادك";     and the Maxim of Manner 
is breached through deliberate obscurity and ambiguity, using apparent self-doubt to convey 
confidence. Through this systematic flouting of maxims, the speaker achieves a powerful 
rhetorical effect while technically appearing to follow basic conversational norms, forcing 

listeners to work harder to uncover the intended meaning  . 

 ( p.3.كانت الأسلا  الشائكة في تلك السنوات قد سارت ونصبت في كل مكان كالمشانق!) 4  

The barbed wire in those years had moved and been installed everywhere like gallows  ( .Al-

Koni,1987   

The particle "قد"    in Arabic carries a conventional implicature that extends beyond its basic 

meaning of past tense marker. Operating on multiple levels simultaneously  conventionally  "قد"  

implicates both temporal remoteness and narrative significance. When used in "قد سااااار    

 the conventional implicature adds emphasis to the systematic nature of the barbedونصاتت"  
wire installation, suggesting not just past action but a completed series of events that had 
lasting impact. This conventional implicature is detachable yet consistently present across 
contexts, allowing speakers to convey degrees of temporal distance while emphasizing 

narrative importance without affecting truth conditions  . 

 ( p. 6.كاد يموت من العطش...) 5  

He almost died from thirst. (Al-Koni,1987) 

The conventional implicature of كاد     (almost/nearly) in Arabic creates a dual-layered meaning 
where the word not only indicates proximity to an event but also conventionally emphasizes 

its severity or significance. The verb كاد    operates simultaneously on both truth conditional 
and non-truth conditional levels, meaning it contributes to determining whether a statement 
is true or false while adding emphasis that is not part of the literal truth conditions. This 
conventional implicature appears consistently across different contexts and cannot be canceled 
out, making it a powerful linguistic device for expressing both proximity to an event and its 
importance. The author, instead of simply stating the rather straightforward phrase ‘he was 
very thirsty,’ made a conscious decision to employ a more nuanced form of conventional 
implicature, thereby effectively communicating to the impressionable minds of young children 
that the act of defending one’s homeland may encompass a multitude of inherent dangers 
and challenges, and furthermore, that individuals must be prepared to make significant 
personal sacrifices in the pursuit of this noble and sacred endeavor of protecting the land 

they hold dear . 

 ( p.13.ثم اندفع الى اوبل! عندما بلغ قمة اوبل أطلق صيحة: الله أكبر. ) 6  

Then he rushed to the mountain! When he reached the summit of the mountain, he shouted: 
God is great! (Al-Koni,1987) 

The conventional nature of this religious narrative emerges clearly through its adherence to 
established Islamic traditions, where mountains serve as sacred spaces for divine revelation 
and spiritual awakening. The sequence of actions - rushing to climb the mountain, reaching 

its summit, and declaring  follows a well-documented pattern found throughout  - "الله أكتل"   
Islamic history and practice, particularly echoing moments of prophetic revelation where 
physical ascension preceded spiritual enlightenment. This conventional structure allows the 
narrative to communicate deeper meanings efficiently, as Muslim readers instantly recognize 
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the symbolic significance of mountains as sites of divine communication and the declaration   

 as a formal expression of faith. The conventional nature of these elements creates a"الله أكتل" 
powerful framework for understanding the narrative's spiritual implications, drawing upon 
shared cultural knowledge to convey themes of humility, recognition of divine power, and 
the connection between physical and spiritual ascension. Through this conventional structure, 
the brief narrative achieves its full communicative potential, relying on established religious 
traditions to carry meaning beyond its literal expressions 

Finding and Results 

The texts that have been subjected to thorough analysis exhibit a remarkably advanced and 
sophisticated employment of pragmatic mechanisms within the Arabic language, thereby 
facilitating effective communication through intentional breaches of Grice's Cooperative 
Principles, which are foundational guidelines in conversational implicature. The comprehensive 
analysis uncovers that these intentional violations are not arbitrary; rather, they fulfill specific 
communicative objectives that include but are not limited to the amplification of significance, 
the augmentation of meaning, and the presentation of indirect interpretations that require a 

deeper level of cognitive engagement from the audience . 

In the course of the examination, three predominant categories of intentional violations of 
the aforementioned principles have been identified and meticulously elaborated upon. To 
begin with, violations pertaining to the Quantity Maxim are manifested through the provision 
of excessive and often superfluous detail, the repetitive emphasis placed on certain pieces of 
information, and the inclusion of data that appears, at first glance, to be extraneous or 
unnecessary. Secondly, violations of the Manner Maxim are evident through the purposeful 
integration of linguistic complexity, the indirect articulation of meanings, and the circular 
arrangement of thoughts that challenge traditional linear narrative structures. Finally, the 
transgressions associated with the Relevance Maxim are observed through the introduction of 
unexpected connections between pieces of information, the presentation of context in a manner 
that is not immediately straightforward, and the construction of narratives that include 
seemingly superfluous details that, upon closer inspection, may serve a deeper narrative 

purpose . 

Furthermore, the detailed analysis unveils significant cultural and religious elements that 
exert a profound influence on the meanings conveyed within the texts under consideration. 
Religious symbols, exemplified by the exhortation of "Allah Akbar," contribute multifaceted 
layers of meaning by invoking and drawing upon established Islamic traditions wherein 
mountains are revered as sacred spaces for divine revelation and serve as catalysts for spiritual 
awakening. These culturally conventional structures facilitate the efficient conveyance of 
deeper meanings, thereby enabling young Muslim readers to swiftly recognize the symbolic 
significance embedded within the text and conveying overarching themes that revolve around 
humility, the recognition of divine power, and the intricate relationship between physical 

elevation and spiritual ascension . 

The findings of this rigorous investigation substantiate the assertion that the texts which 
have been analyzed embody an advanced and nuanced model of pragmatic usage of the 
Arabic language, wherein deliberate infringements of Grice's principles are methodically 
employed as strategic tools to achieve specific communicative objectives. Rather than simply 
transmitting literal meanings, these sophisticated mechanisms are designed to unveil 
additional layers of meaning that enrich reader comprehension and complicate the semantic 
dimensions of the text. The analysis underscores the paramount importance of cultural and 
religious context in the interpretation of conventional implicature within the Arabic language, 
highlighting the critical role that these factors play in shaping the ultimate significances of 

the texts in question . 

Conclusion 

The concept of implicature represents a fundamental theoretical framework in pragmatics, 
facilitating the analysis of meaning distinctions between explicit narrative content and 
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contextually derived interpretations. Within the specific context of Arabic children's literature, 
particularly in Libyan children's literature, this linguistic phenomenon assumes a crucial role 
in the construction of complex meanings that engage young readers while transmitting 

significant social and cultural lessons . 

Implicature encompasses meaning implications that extend beyond literal language 
interpretation, incorporating both conventional implicatures derived from established linguistic 
norms and conversational implicatures emerging from cooperative interaction pr inciples. In 
children's literature, authors deliberately employ implicature to create narratives that function 

simultaneously across multiple cognitive and emotional dimensions  . 

The examination of implicit meaning in Arabic Libyan children's literature reveals sophisticated 
mechanisms through which texts communicate complex social, cultural, and moral concepts 
to young readers. Understanding the intricate nature of implicature within Arabic Libyan 
children's literature provides scholars and educators with profound insights into the 
multifaceted ways in which literary texts convey intricate social, cultural, and moral lessons 
while fostering the development of comprehension skills in young readers during their 

formative years . 

This research illuminates how literary works designed for children employ subtle linguistic 
cues to convey deeper meanings beyond explicit text interpretation. Through careful analysis 
of these narrative structures, researchers gain valuable insights into how children develop 
comprehension abilities while simultaneously absorbing cultural values and social norms. This 
particular field of research, though underexplored, plays a pivotal role in enhancing the 
overall understanding of linguistic development processes and the mechanisms of cultural 
transmission that occur through children's narratives, revealing the interplay between 

language and socialization in young audiences . 

The confluence of implicature theory and the realm of children's literature engenders a 
distinctive perspective that enables scholars and researchers to comprehensively analyze and 
appreciate not only the intricate processes involved in linguistic acquisition but also the 
complex mechanisms through which cultural heritage is communicated and preserved across 

multiple generations of individuals . 

 

References 

Al-Harbi, A. (2021). Trends in Modern Arabic Children's Literature: A Pragmatic Analysis. 

Middle Eastern Journal of Children's Literature, 8(1), 34-50 . 

Al-Mansour, N. (2011). The role of Arabic children's literature in the transmission of cultural 

values. Journal of Children's Literature Studies, 8(2), 45–60 . 

Al-Qahtani, M. H. (2013). The acquisition of pragmatic competence in Arabic-speaking children. 

Journal of Pragmatics, 55, 1-15 . 

Al-Qasim, R. (2021). Cultural Implicature in Arabic Children's Literature: A Case Study of 

Modern Storybooks. Arab World English Journal (AWEJ), 12(3), 78-92 . 

Al-Yaqout, G. (2015). The Evolution of Arabic Children's Literature: From Didacticism to 

Creativity. International Research in Children's Literature, 8(1), 1-15 . 

Al-Zahrani, M. (2023). Implicature in Digital Arabic Children's Literature: A New Frontier for 

Pragmatic Development. Digital Humanities Quarterly, 17(2), 89-104 . 



Mouzughi, Dual Implicature Analysis in Arabic Libyan Children’s Literature Ibrahim,  

 

 

Faculty of languages Journal    (13 )16  

Brown, A. M., & Green, T. L. (2023). "The role of implicature in early literacy: How picture 
books teach inference-making." Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 64, 123-135. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2023.02.007 

Brown, A., & Taylor, M. (2021). The role of implicature in moral education through children's 
stories. Journal of Moral Education, 50(2), 123–140. https://doi.org/10.1080/03057240.2021.1893150   

Carston, R. (1991). Implicature, explicature, and truth-theoretic semantics. In Pragmatics: A 

Reader . 

Grice, H. P. (1975). Logic and conversation. In P. Cole & J. L. Morgan (Eds.), Syntax and 

semantics (Vol. 3, pp. 41-58). Academic Press . 

Huang, Y. (2014) Pragmatics (2nd. ed.) Oxford University Press . 

Khalil, I. (2018). "Contemporary Arabic Children's Literature: Trends and Challenges." Journal 

of Arabic Literature, 49(3), 245-260 . 

Levinson, S. C. (2000). Presumptive meanings: The theory of generalized conversational 

implicature. MIT Press . 

Smith, J., & Johnson, L. (2019). Pragmatic development and the role of implicature in children's 
literature. Journal of Child Language, 46(3), 567–589.https://doi.org/10.1017/S030500091800050X 

Smith, J. L., & Johnson, R. K. (2022). "Understanding implicature in children's literature: A 

developmental perspective." Journal of Child Language, 49(4), 789-810  . 

Sperber, D., & Wilson, D. (1986). Relevance: Communication and cognition. Harvard University 

Press . 

Thompson, E. R., & Davis, P. K. (2022). "Teaching morals through implicature: A pragmatic 
analysis of Aesop's fables. “Children’s Literature in Education, 53(2), 167 -182. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10583-022-09489-6 

Wilson, D., & Clark, E. V. (2022). "How children understand implicature in stories: A cognitive 
developmental approach." Cognitive Development, 63, 101-
115.https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cogdev.2022.101234 

Primary Sources 

   ."ورحة كت,لة تضج باجغناء". سلسلة قصص رججهاد، الكن "هاد رجل,ت,,ن جلدررسا  رج"اريخ,ة. 1987إبلره,م رجكوني ) 

Al-Koni, I (1987). "A Large Oasis Abundant with Singing." Series of Jihad Stories, Libyan 

Center for Historical Studies . 

   "جكنه جم يعد". سلسلة قصص رججهاد، الكن "هاد رجل,ت,,ن جلدررسا  رج"اريخ,ة. 1987خل,فة حس,ن اص(فى . ) 

Mustafa, K. H. (1987) "But He Never Came Back." Series of Jihad Stories, Libyan Center for 
Historical Studies. 

 


