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Summary:

This research aims to clarify how mental images are constructed in
media and communication; by defining media and mental images,
explaining the emergence and evolution of mental images, addressing the
characteristics and features of mental images, and identifying their types
and classifications into positive mental images, national images,
stereotypical images, and media images. It also examines the factors
influencing their formation, including personal, social, and
organizational factors, and recognizes the role of media in shaping them.
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This is done by exploring various methods employed by media institutions
to shape images on different topics among individuals, thus revealing the
relationship between the concept of mental images and media through the
news methods used in shaping mental images. Media follows different
methods and multiple approaches in forming mental images, including
personalizing situations and events, fragmenting situations and events,
dramatizing situations and events, and stereotyping situations and events.
A case study is conducted on the methods of forming the image of the
enemy by addressing the de-legitimization of the enemy and the forms of
this de-legitimization, and finally, the functions that media fulfill for
society through the process of delegitimizing others.

Keywords: media — mental image.
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