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Abstract of the study:

This study dealt with a comparative analysis of the news coverage policies of
Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya channels in dealing with terrorist events, by studying
the content of four selected video clips from the news bulletins of the two
channels, covering two prominent events: the September 11, 2001 attacks and
the Tel Sultan massacre in Gaza 2024. The study relied on the descriptive
analytical approach and the quantitative and qualitative content analysis tool,
and aimed to compare the way each channel presented terrorist events, and to

reveal the similarities and differences between them,

The results of the study showed clear differences in the way the two channels
covered them. For example, in covering the Tel Sultan massacre, Al Jazeera
allocated 18.75% of the bulletin time to displaying pictures and footage of the
victims, while Al Arabiya did not provide any direct pictures of the victims. Al
Jazeera also allocated 26.56% of the broadcast time to mentioning
international reactions and international institutions, compared to 24% for Al
Arabiya. In covering the September 11 attacks, Al Arabiya devoted 25.27% of
the show time to explaining the background of the attacks and linking them to
the conflict between Al Qaeda and the United States, while Al Jazeera did not
address this context. The results showed that Al Jazeera focused on the
human aspect of terrorist events and highlighted the suffering of the victims,
while Al Arabiya focused on political analysis and historical context. The study
recommended the need for further research to understand the impact of media

coverage of terrorist events on viewers and on shaping public opinion.
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