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Abstract:

This study aims to understand the reliance of Libyan university students on
electronic media and its impact on enhancing their critical thinking and
information verification skills. It also seeks to explore students’ awareness
of available educational resources and how effectively they utilize them, while
assessing the influence of these media on strengthening their understanding
of key media literacy concepts. Additionally, the research aims to identify the
obstacles that hinder the use of electronic media in this context. The study

reached several findings, the most notable of which are:

— The majority of participants are aged between 20 and 24 years, reflecting
the study’s focus on this age group. The results also showed that females
constitute the largest portion of the sample, indicating a higher level of

engagement with media among women. Regarding academic specializations,
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medicine was the most represented (30.9%), followed by media studies

(17.8%), highlighting the diversity of students' academic backgrounds.

— The findings indicate that social media is the most commonly used platform
among students, with 53.4% reporting regular use, followed by YouTube at
16.9%. In the same context, data showed that 37.3% of participants spend
between three to four hours daily on electronic media, with a significant

proportion (27.5%) using it intensively.

— When evaluating the impact of electronic media, 72.5% of participants
believed it enhances their media literacy skills, while 92.4% considered these
platforms important for receiving academic information. However, the results
highlight an urgent need for training, as only 28% of students reported
receiving adequate training, emphasizing the importance of expanding such
programs. Most students also expressed interest in learning about topics

related to evaluating information and verifying news.

Despite the potential benefits, 43.6% of participants indicated that they do
not consider information from electronic media to be more reliable than
traditional sources, reflecting existing skepticism regarding the credibility of
such information. Furthermore, the study did not find a statistically significant
correlation between the level of exposure to electronic media and certain

related variables, suggesting a lack of clear impact in some areas.
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In conclusion, the findings underscore the importance of electronic media in
enhancing students’ media literacy, while also pointing to the need for more

training and awareness to improve analytical and evaluative skills.
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