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Abstract

The research aims to explore the method of applying the semiological approach in Yemeni caricature
art. The study relies on a collection of visual discourses (caricatures) that address the issue of poverty. It
seeks to understand the role played by caricature artists in expressing poverty, identify the themes conveyed
through visual discourses (caricatures), and examine how colors and caricature icons are used to reflect
emotions and the social conditions of the poor. The research adopts two methodologies: the descriptive-
analytical method and the semiological approach. A purposive sample was used, analyzing ten caricature
drawings (visual discourses) created by six Yemeni caricature artists. In addition, structured interviews
were conducted with them, along with an analysis of visual discourses using an analytical tool derived from
Martin Joly's approach.

The research yielded several key findings, including:

1. Caricature artists relied on iconic meanings that deeply conveyed ideas, particularly highlighting
the themes of vulnerability and social isolation resulting from deprivation of fundamental rights,
alongside other aspects that need attention.

2. Supporting colors (gray, brown, and black) dominated many visual discourses to reflect sadness,
isolation, and weakness. Colors were selectively saturated to direct viewers' attention to essential
elements within the discourse.

3. The studied visual discourses consistently employed recurring iconic elements, such as frail or
small-sized characters compared to authoritative figures, pale faces, and tattered clothing,
effectively illustrating deprivation and the fragility of economic and social conditions.

Keywords: Semiotics — Art — Caricature — Poverty — Yemen.
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