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Writing Academic Proposals 

1.How to be a good researcher
2.How to extract a knowledge gap
3.How to select research methodology
4.Your logistical capabilities
5.Writing proposal
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How to become a good researcher 
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• Patient 
• Trust on yourself 
• look for the facts 
• Critical thinking 
• There is no stupid idea 
• Think differently

mailto:Info@iac-uk.com


Mobile: +44 (0) 7806687071

Mobile: +44 (0) 7383080830

Email: Info@iac-uk.com

Website: iac-uk.com

International
Academic Centre

Prepared by Dr. ،Mohamed Abdulsalam

Research and Report Writing 
(RRW)

3

• Accept the criticism  
• Reading skills
• Problem solving skills 
• Writing skills  
• Work with groups 

How to become a good researcher 
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• Building a social network
• Having clear goals / being organized / 

having a good research plan
• Working hard, working smart
• Stepping out of the comfort zone
• Learn new skills

How to become a good researcher 
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How to extract a knowledge gap

• Work experience (Professionals) 
• Scientific experience (Professor)  
• Literature review (Papers) 
• Read the recent literature review 

(Introduction)
• Look for critical reading
• Read the limitations. 
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Reading abstract 
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Read the last two sentence 
of each result 

Read the last two sentence 
of each discussion 
paragraph
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Read the paragraph before conclusion 

Read conclusion  
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How to select research methodology

Qualitative 

Quantitative 

Mixed 
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Qualitative
Qualitative research methods include gathering and 
interpreting non-numerical data. The following are some 
sources of qualitative data:
• Interviews
• Focus groups
• Documents
• Personal accounts or papers
• Cultural records
• Observation
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Quantitative

Quantitative studies, in contrast, require different data 
collection methods. These methods include compiling 
numerical data to test causal relationships among variables. 
Some forms of data collection for this type of study include:

• Experiments
• Questionnaires
• Surveys
• Database reports
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Your logistical capabilities  
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• Do you or your institution  have the materials of 
your research?

• Can you Collect the data easily?
• Do you have the skills to analysis the data?
• Do you have supervisory team?  
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• Title  
• Introduction 
• Main aim 
• Objectives
• Methodology 
• Expecting results 
• Conclusion 
• References 
• Gantt chart  
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➢ Your title should reflect 

• Topic 

• Aim 

• Method 

• Expecting result 

➢ Example: 

1. Stent

2. The effects of plaque compositions on the stent 

3. In vitro – Wave intensity Analysis 

4. Lipid plaque is the riskiest one  

➢ The effect of plaque composition on stent to distinguish the risky 

plaque type using Wave intensity Analysis 
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Introduction

• A statement or ‘hook’ to gain the reader’s interest.

• Important of the research topic

• Contextualizing material which means to provide relevant 

background information.

• Topic and focus of the proposal.

• The reason for writing the proposal.

• Question research 
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• descriptive scientific elements of research title,
highlighting important values of research topic.

• similar research undertaken in Libya, or closest
provinces.

• similar work done on research topic elements with
different approaches or methodology.

• Each paragraph should contain a cited reference in a
numbered form, based on alphabetical sorting in
References List.

Literature Review
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Literature Review
The structure of writing literature for one studies.

1. Present the study by using passive or active voice

2. Write the positive aspect of this study (Probably the last two sentences in conclusion)

3. Write the limitation of this study (it can be found in the paragraph before conclusion)

PRESENTING THE STUDY (ACTIVE) 

Subject + Verb + Object 

• Subject = Author name and year

• Verb: The verb of study aim (Paraphrase)

• Object = Either the object of the study aim or the study conclusion

Example: Abdulsalam (2019) has studied the correlation between lesion components and 

arterial waveform
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Literature Review

Presenting the study in passive voice way (One study) 

Object + Verb to be + Past participle + by subject + Complement   

• Object = aim/ Q research/ Method

• Past participle = part of aim or Q research 

• by subject = Author  

• Complement = Results/ conclusion    

Example: Distinguishing between stable and vulnerable plaques have been investigated

by Abdulsalam (2019)1.
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Write the positive aspect of this study

Write the limitation of this study 

This study …………………………………….. However, ……………………..

Literature Review

1. Present the study by using passive or active voice 

2. Write the positive aspect of this study (Probably the last two sentences in conclusion) 

3. Write the limitation of this study (it can be found in the paragraph before conclusion)  

No Main author(Year) Main aim conclusion limitation

1 M. Abdulsalam (2019) The main aim of this work is to determine the 

relationship that exists between plaque 

composition and arterial waveform for 

distinguishing stable and vulnerable plaques.

The fact that the backward velocity and diameter amplitude in soft 

plaque is higher than hard plaque is not expected and needs more 

investigations. The outcome might assist to distinguish between 

hard and vulnerable plaques and help the vascular surgeons to 

make decision precisely.

Two types of plaques only 

its shape was uniform

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2452321619301088

Distinguishing between stable and vulnerable plaques have been investigated by Abdulsalam (2019)1. This study provide 

However, this study investigates only two types of plaques and the shape of the plaques are uniform which are not similar to

the real one3.

information to differentiate between stable and soft plaques and assist the vascular doctors to create decision accurately2. 
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Literature Review

If you have two studies which one of them is opposite to other, you can use

although

Although = Even though + Sub + Verb + Object, Sub + Verb + Object

Despite = In spite of + noun, Sub + Verb + Object

Despite = In spite of the fact that + Sub + Verb + Object , Sub + Verb + Object

Example: Although supporting banks with money by government would reduce

the financial crisis (Hamuda et al 2010; Abdulsalam et al., 2008; Hafedah et al

2009), Ali and Mohamed (2010); Sarah et al., (2011) claimed that this support

would probably increase the crisis.
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Literature Review
Literature Review Storey way

1. Present the study/ studies by using passive or active voice (explained)

2. Write the positive aspect of this study/ studies (Probably the last two sentences in conclusion) 

3. Write the limitation of this study/ studies (it can be found in the paragraph before conclusion)  

4. Present the study/ studies by using passive or active voice (explained above) that amend the limitation of the 

previous study/ studies 

5. Write the positive aspect of this study/ studies (Probably the last two sentences in conclusion) 

6. Write the limitation of this study/ studies (it can be found in the paragraph before conclusion)  

Distinguishing between stable and vulnerable plaques have been investigated by Abdulsalam (2019)1. This study

support to differentiate between stable and soft plaques and assist the vascular doctors to create decision

accurately2. However, this study investigates only two types of plaques and the shape of the plaques are uniform

which are not similar to the real one3. This shape of plaque has been modified to be close to the real one by Badi

(2022)4. His study provides information about how to reduce the stroke risk which might help to decline the rate

of fatal5. Yet, the intensity of the waves were not clear because of complex waveform6.
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• It is the point that you seek to obtain it 
• It is a very important factor
• You should discuss with your DoS
• It does not include any justifications 
• No contrast linking words  
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Understand the Purpose:
Clearly understand the purpose of your research. What do you intend 
to achieve or investigate?

Identify the Problem or Research Question:
Clearly state the problem or research question that your study aims 
to address. This helps to set the context for your research.

Be Specific:
Ensure that your aim is specific and focused. Avoid vague or broad 
statements. Clearly articulate what you want to accomplish.

Main aim 

mailto:Info@iac-uk.com


Mobile: +44 (0) 7806687071

Mobile: +44 (0) 7383080830

Email: Info@iac-uk.com

Website: iac-uk.com

International
Academic Centre

Prepared by Dr. ،Mohamed Abdulsalam

Research and Report Writing 
(RRW)

25

Use Action Verbs:
Begin your aim statement with an action verb that indicates the intended 
outcome of the research. For example, "To investigate," "To explore," "To 
analyze," etc.

Include Key Variables:
If applicable, mention the key variables or factors that you will be studying. 
This helps to narrow down the focus of your research.

Consider the Scope:
Make sure that your aim is realistic and feasible within the scope of your 
research. Avoid overly ambitious goals that may not be achievable within 
the constraints of your study.

Main aim 
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Align with Research Objectives:
If your research proposal includes specific objectives, ensure that the aim is aligned 
with these objectives. The aim should encapsulate the overall goal that these 
objectives contribute to.

Review and Refine:
Take the time to review and refine your aim statement. Make sure it accurately reflects 
the essence of your research. Seek feedback from peers or mentors to ensure clarity 
and precision.

Example Structure:
A typical structure for an aim statement could be: "The aim of this research is to 
[action verb] [investigate/explore/analyze] [the problem or research question] in order 
to [achieve a specific outcome]."

Main aim 
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Keep your aim statement clear and concise. Avoid unnecessary jargon or 
complexity that might confuse readers.

Relevance to the Field:
Emphasize the relevance of your research to the broader field or discipline. 
Explain why your study is important and how it contributes to existing 
knowledge.

Here's a generic example to illustrate the structure:
"The aim of this research is to investigate the impact of [independent 
variable] on [dependent variable] in order to [achieve a specific outcome]."

Main aim 
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What are the means that lead to 
achieve the main aim?
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How to describe your method 

➢ Methodology type 

➢ How to collect data 

➢ Draw the experiment 

➢ Material

➢ Procedure

➢ Participants
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Expecting results 
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Back again, this depends on:
• Your experience 
• Your knowledge
• Your sense  
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Reference style 
using Mendeley
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https://www.mendeley.com/download-desktop-new/
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Gantt chart 
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